THE POWER oF CHRIST.
Could not Chrizt have saved Lozarus from dying!
Could not Christ swve you or me from perplenity,
or from temptation, or from doubt{ Surely,
those are guestions which have their lower and
their higher avswers Heo could, because tho
power of lifo and death was in him. Dut the power
tv uso the power deponded on other things, It
depended on tho necessity which lay back of all
things in Jesvs to do the nbaolutely best thing—
not the sccond best thing, but the absolutely best
of all
If it wore best for Lazarus to die, thon Christ
could not have caused that he should not have died.
T'his is a sublime incapacity ; to stand with the
gift of life in tho all powerful hands, to seo the cry
for life in the eager oyes, to hear it in the dumb
appeal of the terrified lips, and yet to say, ** No,
not hfe, but doath is best,"” and so be unable to
give }ifo—that is a sublune, a divine incipacity !
Could not Christ have answored your prayer? No,
ho could not; not becauso the thing you asked for
was not iu his treasury, but because behind tho
question of his giving or refusing it, thore lay tho
fundamental nece sity of his nature and his love,
that he should do for you only the absalutely best.
The thing you asked for was not absolutely best,
theroforo he could not give it. Back of how many

unanswered prayers lies that divine iwpossibility!
—Pihillips Brooks.

A MOTHERS RESOLUTIONS,

A loving and pious meother framed for hersolf
the following, which may serve as a hint to other
mothers:

¢ That the fiest duty of the day performed by mo
shall bo prayer to God, espeeially for strength and
wis&om to properly instruct, guide and guvern my
child.

 That I will nover permit my child to wilfully
disoboy me, or to treat mo with disrespect,

“ That 1 will earnostly strive never to act from
an impnlso of passion orgesontment, but will en-
deavor to preserve my judgment cool and my feel-
ingy ealm, that I may clearly seo and truly porform
my duty to my child.

“ That I will dovote a certain portion of my
time cach day to seli-instruction, in order to be
able to properly instruct my child.

“That 1 will watch over my temper at all
times, cultivate a halat of cheerfulness, and inter-
est mysolf in the little matters of my child, that
I may thereby gein his love,

*That I will devote my time especially to thoso
pursuits which will increase the comfort and hap-
piuess of my homo and forward the best interests
of my child,

**That I will study the heaslth of my child, read-
ing on the subjec; and asking tho advico of thuse
who are more experienced than myself.

“That I will not yield to discouragements from
failuro, but will persevere, putting faith in the
promiso of God to all those who earneatly and faith-
fully strive to do their duty.”—Christian Herald,

INSIDIOUS TEMPIATIONS.

—

Ono family in five, upon an average, gives a son
to swoll the army of drunkards whose presence is
n reproach to our civilization. And yot, how un-
willing are pacents to bolieve that their boys are
indanger! Of the willingness with which the temp-
ter makes his approach to the sons of respectable
households, Joseph H. Jamus, Secrotary of th
Connecticut Temporance Union, says in tho Sun-
day school Times ;

The principal of a school in a western city no-
ticed, as he approached a group of his pupils, that
they concoaled something which they had been ex-
amining. Ho insisted on seeing the secroted arti-

cles, and found them to he cards arranged to record
by means of punching out fizures, the numbor of
drinks bought at a certain saloon, so that its pro-
prietor could decide to which of these boy patrons
belonged tho premiwms offored to tho buyers of the
drinks, The prize for the largest number was a
pistol, The second prizo, the ¢ Lifo" of tho noto-
rious villian, *¢ Jesso James.”
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stantly sock tu got hold of those who will bo future
patrons.  The higher the social position of the
youth, the greater the effort to lure Lim into the
path of the deciroyur,

A class of tempters less likoly to be suspected
than cither of these are recognized leaders in social
life, and even in church hifo, who aro yet willing
to lond themselves to this ruinous work,

Phe principal of a schaol in New Ingland, noti-
ced somothing strange in the conduct of boys
whom he had regarded as among his best pupils,
found that thoy wero slightly intoxicated. Upon
careful investigation, it appeared that the training
of theso boys and vthera for a public exhibition,
had been committed to & prominent man, supposed
to bo in overy way qualitiod, but who, after they
had reheavsed, had taken thom to his store, and
supplied them with wino. Ploased with its taste
and effects, they had obtained more, and were
fast formiug the drink habit. To their paroents,
among the beat citizons in the place, the teich-
or's rop rt was tho first intimation that these
boys were not all that conld bo desired.

1HE SIN OF FRETTING,
There is one sin, which it seems to me, is every-
where, and by everybody, under estimated, and
quite too much overlooked in valuation of charac-
ter. 1t is the sin of fretting. It is as common as
air, as speech; so common that, unless it raiges
above its usual monotoue, we do not even observe
it.  Watch any ordinary coming togetheor of people
and see how many minutes it will be before some.
body frets; that is mukes more or less complaining
statemont of something or other, which most pro-
bably everyone io the room, or in the car, or the
street corner, it may bo knew bofore, and which
probably nobody can help. Why suy auythiay
about 1?7 It is cold, it is hot, it is wet, it is dry;

somebady hag broken an appointment, ill-cooked
a 1weal; stupidity or bad taith somewhere has
resulted in discomfurt,  There ars plonty of things
 to frot abous. It is simply astonishing how much
annoyauce may be found in the course of every
day’s living, even at the simplest, if one only keeps
a sharp oye out on that side of things, Jiven holy
Writ says we are prone to trouble as sparks to fly
upward, in the blackest of smuke, there is a biue
sky above; and the less time they waste on the road
the sooner they will reach it. Ifretting is all time
wasted on the road,— Helen Hunt,

SEENING A BETITER EARTH.

Do not be afraid of missing heaven in secking a
better earth. The distinction between secv’ar and
sacred is a confusion and not a contrast; and it is
only because the sccular is so intensely sacred that
so wany eyes are blind before it. 'I'he really
seculor thing in life is the spirit which despiscs
under that name what is but part of the every-
where-present work and will of God. Be sure
that, down to the last and pettiest detail, all that

concerns & better world is the direct coucern of
Christ.

Where are you to begin 2 Begin where you are.
Mako thac one corner, room, house, oftice, as like
heaven as you can, Begin! Begin with the pap r

on the walls, make that beautiful ; with the air,
keop it fresh ; with the drains, make them sweet;
with the furniture, sco that it is honest. Abolish
whatsoover worketh abomination—in food, in drink,
in luxury, in bopks, in art; whatsvever maketh a
lie—in couversation, in social intercourse, in cor-
respondence, in domestio life. This done, you
have arranged for a heavon, but you have not got
it, Heaven lies within, in kindness, in humble-
vess, in unsellishness, in faith, in love, in service.
To get these in, got Christ in. "Teach all in the
hovse about Christ—what Ho did and what He
said, and how He liyed and how Ho died, and how
He dwells in them, and how He wmakes all ouo.
Teach 1t not as a doctrine, but as = discovery, as
your own discovery, Live your own &discovery.
Then pass out into the city. Do all to it that you
have dono ut your homeo. ~ Boeautify it, ventilate it,
drain it. Lot nothing entor it thut can dotilo the
streots, the stage, the newspaper oflices, the book-

September, 1893,

sellors’ counters; nothing that maketh a lie in its
warchouses, its manufactures, its shops, its art
golleties, its advertisements.  Iiducawo it, amuse
1it, church it, Christinnize capital, dignify labor.
Join conteils and committees  Provide for the
poor, the sick, and tne widow  Sa will you serve
tho city,—-Prof Drummond,

t

ARE YOU DRIFTING ?

Somo years ago there was a vessel coming down
tho Niagara River which, when a fow milos above
the falis. took fire, It was soon found there could
be no particle of hope for saving her, so the crow
and passongers wore taken ashute in boats, and the
vessel abandoned to her fate. It was night, and
the sceno is said to have beon grand boyond des-
cription. The banks wore lined with people who
waited in breathless suspense for the inovitable

moment as she awept towards tho awful vorge. At
longth, with a frightful plunge and hissing sound,
amid flashing fice and gleaming spray, she mado the
bound and disappeared in that awful flood.

How sad it is, but it is nono tho less true, that
there are hundreds of our young oy in our cities
and villugea juse as hopelessly on liro with ovil
habit ; and through the dark night of temptation
they are floating down with tho current toward a
more awful plunge. But surely this is not a manly
coursa,

There can be no glory in mere drifting—goiug
with the current. Fioating ia essential wenkness,
A cork can do that. God against tho current is
strength. Surely no maunly young man nceds
ever to be convineed that wmornl weakness is o
disgrace, aud moral strength is pride and glory.
Anl lot it mot be forgotten that vacillation in
regard to beginning the Christian service is as
unworthy, if not more so, than any othor. 1f
you have not done so, my brother, yon owe it
to your manhood to begin a decided Christian
life You know it. Your reason, your heart,
your consciencn, all tell you so. You not only
owo it to him—Dbut you owe it to your own solf to
take this step, if you have not, and to do so at
once.—The Young Christian.

Hews of the Glrehes.

St. Josun, N. B.

Bro. Stewart returned on the 7th. He was
absent five Lord’s days, four of which he preached
on Prince Edward Island and the Gfth in Halifex,
where he attended and was one of the speakers at
the convention of the Young People’s Society of
Christian Endcavor of the Maritime Provinces,
The Halifax papers said it was an eloquent address,
Bro. Northcutt also delivered a good address,
The brethren in Halifax say these addresses will
do the church much good,

This mouth has been given up to our meeting:
led by Bro. H. A. Northcutt, and a better leader
we have never had.

From tho first sermon until the present the
audiences havoe been larger than we hoped for.
On Suunday evening, tho 20th, we had the largest
number ever in the house—every rook and corner,
and out on tho stairway, was filled, besides many
went away for want of room. On Monday, the
21st, in spite of one of the worst storms of wind
and rain, about fifty were present. The same night
at one of the largest churches only threo woro
present.

At the present writing seventcon have confessed
Christ as followe. ono on the 16th, three on tho
17¢h, five on the 18th, one on the 19th, three on
the 22ad, and four on tho 23rd. We are hopeful
that moro will take thoir aland with us,

Many of the leading mombers of other churches,
including several preachers, have been in attend-
ance; what they have heard will removo a great
deal of prejudice from thoir minds in regard to
what wo teach and beliove, and, we trust, will help
them ¢o & better understanding of what the Biblo
revoals. I know Bro. Northcutt will forgive mo

or tolling this, but the fact ought to be known, ha
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