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Pharmacy in England.
Probable Ro-eloction of Prosldont Iits-The

Manager ofthe lo:ino Convention Gots $5,000
-Hlow the lodino Ring Is lold Togetier-Lon-

don Chamber of Commerco-chenists Exhibi-lion of 1897-Atuintnium In Surgicat Instru-
monts-The Obligtng Druggist and tIe Doso.

(Fromti Our Own currespondent.)
'hat Mr. Walter Hills lias proved an

admirable president and fitiing successor
to the perennial Mr. Cart-ighe in the chiief
place at the council of the Phlanriacetti-
cal Society is admitted on every side.
His speeches have been itodels both in
their modesty and brevity, and hie has
won golden opinions for hî painstaking
work on the council. There cati be lttle
doubt, therefore, that ic will be re-elected
next April, especially as Mr. Carteiglie i
withdrawiving somewhat fromi Lond:jn and
spending more of his time at bis country
residence iear Reading. Sonme curions
developiîents regarding the Paiaw cceuti-
cail journal may also be expected about
the sanie tiIe, and it wil be iiterestmng
to sec how the council propose tu live
within their incoie. Fortunately, Ile
rush of tIe great unqualified still con-
tinues, so that examinuation fees seem to
go o n pilinig up in the socicty's excheqIier.
Another feature about the examinations is
the great increase in the numbe.r of fail-
ures, and this is niow found boti in the
major and minor alike. 'lhere can be
little doubt that this is mainily due te tIe
professors on the board ofexaminers, who
often seem seized with a " plucking " it,
and are rather apt to examine uipon thicîr
various scientific subjects as if the candi-
date were receiving a degree in the par-
ticular science. It cannot be too strong-
ly inpressed upon such examiners thiat
pharniacy is a practical science, and that
îno aniount of theory will mak-- a practical
phiariacist. Mtelical ien complain that
tieir ioderi systenis iturning out ii
wiuh the highest diplonIas and an abso-
lite ignorance of the ar. of prescribing an
effective cougli mixture. Veterinary sur-
geons cotmplain that their qualiied assist.
ants have no knowledge of posology, and
plarmiacists assert that the minor man too
iiten is uialle to spread a plaster or silver

a pill.
Vhen the history of the iodine conven-

tion cornes to be written in will mîîake in.
teresting readins. Few are aware of the
trials througlh whichl it has passed or low
iiucl is due to the organzing spirits that
control the arranîgemlîents. Sotme fcw
ycars ago I ktnew a German chemical
iîaniufacturer who was ottside the con-
vention and did uiconmmonly well. His
language against Ile monopoly was both
loud and free, and his reasons for objct-
inig to it were chiefly his ownî ligh prmci-
ples. He paid a visit to E ngland and
the convention got limin, and le is nov
an insider, and doing better than before.
Wh'at the imetmbers of the convention
think of Mr. Rottenburg, the nanaging
director ofone of the large Scottisb works,
was clearly shownî only a little while ago.
Mr. Rottenburg is practically the organ-
izing nianager of the convention, whose

duty it is to see that ail iodine manufac.
turers are kept together, and external
competitive sources are kept out. In
consequence of somne iodine tiltering on to
the market below the convention rates,
the origin of which was stated to be Japan-
ese, Nlr. Rottenburg came in for some
strictures. uit aI the next meeting of
the Convention Mr. David Howard put
matters straight by proposing a gift of
$5,ooo to the genial manager as a tribute
to his orgazing abibliy and a mark of
confidence. Not a word was raised
against the proposai, and Mr. Rottenburg
entertained his generous friends at a
uncheon at the Savoy. Whreni laiter on

each iember was called upon for $350 as
his share of the gift, somte of them appear-
cd in hardly so gracious a humor. But
this is some indication of what Ihe con-
vention has done for those within its pale
Ii mamtaining an artificially miilated
:market for qute a number of years. It
is said that iodine would pay well at 4
cents an ounce ;no onle can huy it mnuch
under iS cents.

Quite recently the Scottisi Acid and
Alkali Company have started manufactur-
ing iodine and iodides, and have an.
nounced that they are outside the con-
vention. The difference in their favor is
only about 5 per cent., so that, so far,
they have made no great impression on
the market or disturbed the serenity of
the convention. The fact is that the dis.
turbing element during the past year or
two is not connected with this or that
lirm selling under raies, but the large
anounît of stock thiat the conventioners
have beci forced to accuiulate. It is
roughly cstimated that this e::ceeds three
or four ycars' supply for the whole world.
Nothling would prevent the cellapse of the
convention to-miorrow, in these circuni.
stances. except the conviction that even
if the price was reduced to one-fourth of
what it is ait present nothing like four
times the quantity now sold could be dis
posed of at the reduced figure. So that
neither producer, agent, wholesaler, nor
retailer is interested in reducing the price
to any ainterial etenilt.

The London Chianber of Commerce
bas always been favorably nioted for the
admirable manner in which ils proceed-
ings are managed. Withont too nicli
ostentation it manages to produce a solid
anount of gond work that is higlhly ap-
preciated by its iembers and recognized
by the government. If it is not more
1 owerful to-day it is Ile fault of the jeal-
ousy too often exhibited by menibers of
the saime trade that prevents clem com-
binin for their general good. The judi
clous systeni of dividing up the trades
into various sections bas led togreaier i-
terest being taken in inatters affecting
particular iidustrieç, anîd tangible results
have followed the ventilation of griev.
ances. The latest departure is thiat of
inaugurating ionthly dinners, when the
menbers meet together and enjoy con.
viviality, followed by a discussion on one
of the burning questions of ihe day. The

second monthly dinner will take place on
February and at the Trocadero Restaur-
ant, and Sir Vincent -1. Kennett-lBarring-
ton, M.A., LL.àM., will take the chair.
Sir Vncent is ithe chairman of the South
and Central American trade section of the
chamber. The subject for discussion is
our old friend, " Imperial Federatioi and
Naval )efenice." l'lie subject for discus-
sion at the March dinner will be " Tech-
nical and Commercial Education

Our junior phariaceutical journal, The
British and Colonial D 1rugist, is already
announcing the Chemisits' Exhiuition of
1897, to take place in August next ai
Covent Garden Theaitre. elie unqualified
success iat attenîded the exhibition of
last year rendered it imperative that a
larger place should be secured, and the
lessees of the theatre have pronised that
special decorations and fittings wîl be
niade that should render the show even
more popular and attractive than the last.
Of recent years the old country, that first
started exhibitions into popular favor, lias
seemîîed to lag behnd, but it is satisfactory
to record that, whilst Boston's pharmacy
fair proved a failure, the London chem-
ists' exhibition bas each year grown in
si.e and importance. The enterprise of
the jourmal running the sanie is widely
recognized and receiviîg ils due reward.

Those chenists who handle any surgical
instruments for inedical men and nurses
wdll be interested to learn iat aluminium
is not turning out sO satisfactorily as a
substitute for steel in these articles as was
genîerally anticipated. It appears that al-
tlough in appearance tiere is nothing to
be said against the aluminium handles,
the peculiar soltness and absorbent nature
of the ietal is very detriniental. IL
seems to exude any trace of oi that may
have touched it and shows peculiar spots
and marks mn a very short Lime. litlh
antiseptics such as perchloride of nercury
it is niost unîsatisfactory, as it lias a tend-
encv to start a sort of miniature alumi-
nium tree .rowing on the surface that rubs
off and soon renders the goods unsightly.
Makers of instruments also say that the
practice of oiling surgical instruments with
olive oil is not advisable even to preserve
thiei fron rust, as owing to the freqnent
aduheration of the olive oil with other ns
experience lias shown that it mîuarks the
metal. Pure olive oil is unobjectionable,
but vaseline answetrs as well. In these
days of nickel-plating, wliei a very thin
coat of nickel is placed upont the steel
without any nther metal, the instruments
are practically untaurnishable. But it
should be borne n mind that it is only
possible Io put a very thii layer of nickel
on, whiLit electro.plating can lhe donc to
any extent. as it is placcd upon a thin
layer of copper.

The following is fromî a recent issue of
the B.ritish and Colonial Druggist and is
distinctly good :

The other day a sweet young rhing,
conposed principally of hair and emotion,
entered a chenist's shop in Ituil. " Can
you give Ie haif an ounce of castor oiu in


