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Wife beating has always been a crucl
practice with too many brutish men in
England, and it is 2 well known fact that
the too frequent cause of thig crime is
beer drinking. The crime continues to
grow worse in England, and thoughtful
men are casting about for some more
efficient remedy than anything now tried.
Fines or imprisonment have long been
the penalties attached as the punishment
for wife beating, but the facts show plain-
ly enough that any such penaltics have
not the effect of stopping, or even of
lessening, the evil. A brutish fellow,
fined for his cruelty at home, takes that
much out of his net earnings, ~frer his
own personal wantsare met, and the wife
already misused has to suffer additional
want ; the punishment falling to a luge
extent on her and not on the rval evim-
inal. The besotted and idle husband, im-
prisoned for home crucliios, gets well fed
and nothing to do in prisoun and so has
but little care, while the family 1nust
often resort to even theft to keep
starvation from the door. It is g
deplorable state of things for a Christian
nation. A Bill has just been introduced
in the House of Commons making flog-
ging the penalty for wife beating.  Pro-
bably any measure loss severe will not
have its effect with mauny of the brutish
criminals now disgracing the country,

Reports come almost every day of some
new dynamite plot being discovered and
nipped in the bud iy Englind,  Suach
reading is becoming almost wmonotonous,
as well as painful.  How does it come
thab so many men manage to geta plot so
far under way and yot always got frus-
trated before any practizal harm comwes
out of it ¥ Are these men always foolsas
well as fiends? If they are not they
would, some time or other, get a stage
farther than the one that always manages
to get unearthed. TrurH don’t want to
see any of them get & stage firther and
blow some building, or some cople, or
both, to pieces, but TruTH suspects there
is a little design in all this, on one side or
the other. Either the dynamiters don’t
want to go any farther, and just kecp
matters moving as they do in order to
keep up an excitement all the time, or
else they have not the wit and wisdom
necessary for tho successful general
slaughterers they aspire to be.  Or, is it
just possible, that the polico authorities
have any object on their part in keeping
up an excitement, and therefore don’t
care to lay bare the plot until it has gone
about as far as it well can without scme-
body getting hurt? Any way, how
strange it is that while so many of these
plots are being discovered, and 80 many
men must be implicated in them, there
are so few of them actually discovered
and arrested.

The plan of offering high rewards fcr
the apprehension and conviction of certain
criminals is always well intended, but it
ig certainly subject to great abuse at times.
1t is just stated that at Windsor a large
number of deserters from the United
States Army have found refuge, and of
course they cannot be extradited. There
is a good reward for their arrest on United
States soil, and so some harpies are con-
stantly lurking about Windsor, inducing
the deserters to drink and then getting

them across the river when in an intoxi-
cated state. A much worse case was
mentioned in the House of Commons a
few days ago. A member stated in his
place that one Roger Amero, an unedu-
cated Acadian, a citizen of Nova Scotia,
was arrested and taken to Massachusetts
charged with a murder that had occurred
in that State, on which a large reward had
been offered.  Amecro, it seems, was i
the State ut the time of the murder, but
there was no evidence whatever that he
had any hand in it. The facts go to show
that he was arrosted on mere speculation,
and hopes were entertained of having
him convicted and getting a fine reward
for the business. As it was, the man was
kept in custody for months and he return-
ed homnie to tind his two sisters driven to
insanity and in an asylum on account of
the trouble. He has since become him-
self insane and is now also an ininate of
an asylum. This 18 certainly a very ex-
traordinary and very serious case, und if
may rob turn out as bad as was represent-
od, but the dangers are too great of grasp-
ing at high rewards to be lightly consid-
ered.

The question of the propriety of reduc-
ing the number of members in our County
Council has had a pretty good airing in
the Legislature during the past week,
Mr. Drury, of Simcoe, has given a good
deal of attention to the question, and he
has had a good deal of practical municipal
experience. His speech was, therefore,
of interest and value. The facts and
figures Le gave in regard to the costs of
County Councils are of great importance
to the tax payers. In Simcoe, Mr. Drury’s
own county, the cost of the Council foots
up something like $6,000 a year. It is
one of the largestand most populous coun-
ties in the Province, and the expense is
therefore among the greatest, but in most
of the others the expense is probably as
great proportionate to the population and
extent. There are few who have given
this question much consideration but are
convinced that there is really no actual
necessity for sucha large number of county
councillors as we now have, and of so
many meetings of those bodies as are
usually held.

Considering the number of members
and the time occupied in meetings the
expenses are certainly not at all great, for
the pay of county councillors is usually
low, and they are moderate in the matter
of luxuries in the shape of flunkies and
understrappers, as compared with our
Legislators of a higher order ; but is there
auy need of so much machinery any way,
and of so many men to assist in the run-
ning of the machine?

As things stand thero is a very great
disproportion in regard to the size and
the population of the counties. It is
very desirable that there should be a
thorough remodelling of these, at least
for municipal legislative purposes, and
then a lessening all round of the number
of representatives elected by the people.

The fact is, Canada needs some pretty
heroic treatment just now in regard to
government machinery. There is entirely
too much of it. and on too expensive a

scale, for the actual demands of the
people.  We have probably double as
many bodies in existence with the power
vested in them to tax the people. There
are the School Boards, the Town and
Township Councils, the County Councils,
the Provincial Legislatures and the Do-
minion Parliament. Pogsibly some are
now forgotten in this long list ; but with
each one of these bodies exercising the
dangerous prerogative of laying on tax
burders, each quite separate and inde-
pendent of the rest, and all laying them
on the same shoulders, is it not a wonder
that the peor tax-payer cicapes as easily
as he does ? :

Is there any necessity that ilie less than
three millions of actual tax paying popu-
lation in Canada should have possibly a
thousand or so local Councils, hundreds
of County Councils, seven Provincial
Legislaturcs; everyone with a Lieutenant-
Governor, a Cabinet and all the parapher-
nalia of a Parliament, and all ‘‘playing
at Parliament,” with all the tom-foolery,
unnecessary waste of time, and expense,
besidés one or two other Licut.-Gover-
nors thrown in; and a Dominion Par-
liament with its expensive luxuries of a
Governor-General and full sets of Cabi-
net Ministers all decked off in Windsor
uniform, and waited on by awfully im-
pressive ushers, and all such? One
draws a long breath as he thinks of the
whole thing, and possibly consoles him-
self with the thought that, at any rate,
we ought Lo be the best governed people
in the world, considering the large num-
ber of persons having a hand somewhere
at the Government crank.

Surely the time must come for some
pruning out of the oflicials we have, and
the sooner the work is commenced the
better it will be for the actual burden
bearers of taxation.

The member for Lennox has just been
letting the public a little bit into the
family seerets of the members of the Ont-
ario Legislature. Last weck he made
known a fact not generally known, that
at the refreshinent room, kept up for the
special benefit of the members, liquors
are kept constantly on sale, and that too
without even the semblance of a liquor
license. The fact is simply disgraceful,
aud Mr. Roe, who is generally a very
out-spoken man, any way, did well to ex-
pose the business. The only wonder ig
that Mr. Fraser, a ynember of the Gov-
ernment, should stand up in his place
and attempt to defend the whole busi-
ness, on the somewhat slender plea that
the House might be considered somes
what like a large club, and have liquors
on hand for their own use. The Govern-
ment is certainly to alarge extent respon-
sible for this state of things, which very
few expected. The Globe draws the cur-
tain still further aside and states that any
person going to the House refreshment
room can buy drinks if he desires to do
so.  Surely the Ontario Legislature
ought to set a better example than all
that. A groggery is not needed in the
precints of the House ab all, and an un-
licensed one is simply disgraceful. How
can a House so situated legislate with
any show of consistency for the summary

stamping out of unlicensed liquor scllers
all over the Province ! Trurn sincerely
hopes that some one will prosecute the
unlicensed seller before the Police Magis-
trate and put several M, P. P.’s in the
witness box as necessary witnesses,

The Woman's Hour.

The Woman's hour evidently is coming
prelty fast. In the Provineial Legisia-
ture last weck a Bill passed its second
reading giving to unmarried women and
widows the right of voting in municipal
elections providing they were tax payers
to the same extent as the male electors,
There was a fair majority for tlie measure,
The only wonder is that there was any
opposition at all. The women owning
property and doing business arc assessed
and taxed just the same as men are, and
why should they be deprived of all voice
in the sclecting of the men who arc to
levy the taxes and to spend the money
thus raised ¥ It is too late in the day to
say that the women holding property aro
not sufficiently intelligent to vote. Un-
der our present system of co-education in
all the public schools it is quite probable
that the average of intelligence among
women has become higher than among
men, and it will probably continue to
tise. To raise the objection that one
hon. member did about the “‘sphere of
women” sounds many years behind the
times. Women have the legal right to
do business, to employ labor, to purchase
property, and to pay taxes, and you
might just as well object that all these
things are outside of the charmed
‘‘sphere,” as to draw the line right there
and say that though compelled to pay her
full share of all municipal burdens she
shall have no voice whatever in muniei-
pal aflairs,

In Toronto to-day thousands of dollars
of themunicipal funds raised and expend-
el are cullected from women, and the
prupm'tion becomes greater each Yyear,
it is quite possible to imagine a locality
in which three fourths of all the proper-
ty taxed belongs to women, and yet some
men, who have evidently outlived their
age, would go for the one-fourth of the
tax payers in that locality having the en-
tire voice and the whole control of thingy
simply because they happen to be maleg,
In some localities four tax payors may re-
side side by side, paying about an equal
amount of tax ; three of them may be ed-
ucated and intelligent women, bat they,
forsooth, must have no voics whatever,
while the fourth, a man, may not be able
to either read or write,and yet he, and he
alone, has all the voice and consro] !
Such is the idea of justice and right some.
intelligent men still carry about with
them !

The Legislature, toc, adopted a rego-
lution in favor of the doors of Univer-
sity College being thrown open to females,
Of course there are some with terriple
misgivings about the moral and soeiy) re-
sult of such an irnovation, Ag matters.
now stand a female is entitled to her de-
grees at’ the University if sho can only
pass the necessary examination, but the
college where she ought to go in order to
obtain the necessary training is ghut
against her | For years ang years there
has been co-education in our common



