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interests were entirely distinet from the
Interests of Christ, and as if what you gave
for his cause deducted so much from what
¥ou possess and was thus lost to you, you
would feel that what you have is his gift,
and that he has never relinquished his in-
terest in it, so that you ought as faithful
Stewards to return to him as he requires,
Instead of thinking that your spare time and
fractional droppings were enough for his
Sarvice, you would feel that he, who gave
You all that you possess, and gave himself
Tor your salvation, has a claim the most|

Sacred, that you serve him with the best of |
all that, is under your control, and to the
full extent of your ability. You would
thus Jearn to identify your own interests
With the interests of Christ, and, instead
of engaging in his work with reluctance,
You would rejoice in every opportunity
afforded of doing what you ean for his sake,
4nd with David would feel grateful that
Gog by his grace has inelined your heart,
s cheerfully to engage in his service.
By thus attending to the mind of God as
Made known in lis word; by reflecting
Much on the love revealed through Christ;
and by balancing time with eternity ; and
i relation to this work, would you not
® Bolemnized by the consideration of the
ness of the claim, and the imperative-
he'ﬂ of the duty?! Would you not be
Utged to earnestness in prayer for the Holy

iin this grace also.

The subject which we have thus en-
deavoured to illustrate is of the utmost
importance, not merely from the benefits
which this grace brings to the objects of its
exercise, but from its connection with the
present comfort and final salvation of those
who practise it.  The connection, however,
we must remark, is not one of merit and
reward, as if by your benefactions you could
merit the blessings promised; but your
benefactions may be symptomatic of the

, state of your heart in relation to him, who

has given you all that you have, and procur-
ed for you blessings infinitely more valuabla
than all that pertains totime. To with
hold more thanis meet is a sure indication
either that the mind is not sufficiently en-
lightened respecting the duty, or that the
heart is more strongly attached to the world
than to him who died for us. And all
who understand the claims of God that
we give him the heart, must see that in
this state there cannot be experienced tho
enjoyment of his service—there can be no
progress towards the stature of the perfect
man.  There may be success in the world,
but there cannot be spiritual prosperity.
“ He that soweth sparingly, shall also reap
sparingly;and he that soweth bountifully,
shall also reap bountifully.”* Spiritual pro-
gress and spiritual enjoyment are thus
dependent, by divine appointment, on the



