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TH1E TRADE INI 'M'NTREAL.

Montreal, JanunarY 3, 1900.

T IIE big sales are past. and now there
is tume ta stop and take SrcYath.

Withaut exception, the rnembers of the

book trade in Mantreal express theinselves

as wcll satistîed with tht seasan's doings.

That is ta say, the sales bave bcen sanie-

what in advance of last ytar's. 0! course,

there is the proverbial grumbler, wba, wben

bie gaes ta heaven, will, within 15 millutes.
be coniplaiflifg that bis halo is scratcbing

bus neck ; but be would not be content il

tht whole trade wec ccntred in bis awn

Store. t.ncettaiflty af weather dots not

produce the saine effect an tht Chtistmas

trade iii books that it dots on some ather

lmnes. It had. indeed, the effect of past-

poning it until vcry late, but did flot really

injure tbh. buying.

Thet wo books ai the month were. un-

doubtedly. "IJanice MNeredîth" and ~Christ-

mas in French Canada." -Tht former, as

bad been prognosticated, took. ta a large

extent, tht place ai"* Richard Carvel." and

proi'cd a very fast seller for the holiday

trade. Thc 75c. edition ought ta be ready

naw, and will bc in great demand. " Christ-

mas in French Canada," by Louis Frechette.

had wbat iniigbt bc called an astounding
sale, Instance is cited tram tht iact that

The Mlontreal News Ca.. though ulîcy had

taken in what. in their consideration. was IL

very larg.e order. were compclled ta qnad.

ruple the saine, and even then they were

sold ont. When it 15 borne in mind that

thîs book was, ta a larg-Z extent, an experu-

ment, being written inl English by a French-

Canadian. sucb a receptian is tht more

reunarkablc. " The Habitant," as usual.
came up again for Christittas gifts. and tht

books whicb bave been popular for sanie

t.ime past had a mncb increastd dcntand.
Outside of tht six best sellers may be men-

tioned "IThe Lewis Canaol Ilicture Book"-

(Fisher Unwin)~ -'Wbtf Knighthoad was

in Flower " ; Wild AnimaIs I Have

Known," by Ernest Seton Thonipson:;

"lDavid Harum "l; IlSanta Clans' Part-

ner' - Briggs) . 1 Modern England ilefore

tht R.cforxn Bill." by Justin NMcCarthy

"Lufe and Letters ai Sir John Evertt
~ilis""Impressions ai South Africa,",

by Bryce. and Goldwin Smith's -United

Kingdom." Tht papular novels were, ai

course. largelv sold in tht gilt.tap holiday

editions.

New publications ai The 'Mantreal N'ews

Co. a=e "-Red Pattage." by Mary Chai-

mondely, and IITht Orange Girl," by

WValter Besant. Another is a worlc by

l3rYcc, " Itriton and 13oer," which, as it
States. prescrnts bath sides of the much
vcxed question. - A Bit etf Atiantis"I is
the titie of a work latcly publisbed by Mr.
A. T. Chapman. It is entirely a home
product. thc author belng a welI.known
lawyer af Mlontreal, and the artistic wvork,
wbîch is excellent, bting donc by Messrs.
H. julien and R. G. Maithews, af The Star.
Fity pages ai introduction sceni a littie
lcngthy for such a book. 'ihe price is£ si .5.

The sale af calendars bas excecded ail for-
nier ones hy quite a large margin. Thetfact
is that rnany people bought for tbemselves
this year calendars which they wished to keep
as a meraento af the end a i te century.
This they may presumably do without run-
ning the risk af scurrilous attacks at the
hands ai controvertialists, for 1900 will last
tilI the end of the century anyway. What-
ever the reasan. the case is that anly a
small proportion af these calendars were
leit aver ta be disposed af at hall price.
The Montreal Blook Roani deserve ta bc
mentioned especially in cannectian witb the
calendars and Christmas cards. They do
a large business in the country dIstricts.
and this branch af their trade is important
ta them. The calendars sougbt were, for
the most part, those of medium price. L.e..
soc.- 75C., and Si. Quite a number weie
sold as high aIs $3 and $4, but mast ai the
bookstores did flot keep a large assortmient
ai the expensive lines. The fancy calendars
tol like wildflre.

There is bardly a single copy af any ai
the Christmas supplements ta periadicals
left in the city. In mare than ane store the
anly ane leit was that ai Tht Paris Figaro.
This is passibly flot the fault ai the supple.
ment itself, for st is attractive and striking.
But things French are flot the mast
taking just now, and the Fîgara bas made
a name for itielf as flot merely French, but
decidedly anti-British. The extraordinary
interest evinced in the Christmas supple.
ments ta Blritish paliers is somewbat bard ta
accaunt for, becausý there bas flot been a
prapartionate degree af improvement ini the
articles theinselves ta warrant sucb demand.
Neither were they particularly ai a military
character. The explanatian scens ta he
that the war bas directedl public attention ta
Imperial inatters, and communication ai al
kinds bas been quickened between Britain
and bier colonies. Tht rush for one and
ail ai tht Christmas supplements was un-
precedcnted.

Mir. Renouf secured sanie special sets ai
Scott. A. & C. Black, tht publishers.
issued in tht Dryburgh edition onlY 300
copies. This staterient is made over their
autograpb. ut these hMr. Renauf baugbt
ten, and during tht Christmas trade sald
sev;n af theni. The editian is an exceed-

ingly fine ont, and the woodctt illustrations
were mnade specially for it.

N4OTES.

The Canadian edition of Pearson's NIrga-
zinc bas praved a sucr.ess.

Mi. Brophy. ai Thc Mlontreal News Co.,
has arranged for an autbarized edition ai

ILe Chien d'o:." The contract is ctosed,
thougb the saine will flot came into eflet '

for sanie months.
The traite wvlll regret ta bear ai the dcath

of Rev. James Tate. tht anthor af IlChris-
tianity Without Conscience."

,The Sky Pilot"I would bave sold much
better il kt bad been mentiancd on tbe
posters and announccments gencrally that
it was by tht author afIl Black Rock."

lnterest in South Africa is taking a mare
intelligent form, and books are more in
dernand. Claser cannecti',n with that
colony may bc expected in future botb in
mercantile and literary lines.

The William Drysdate Co. report very
satisfactory trade during December, better
than for sanie years past.

" The Twentietb Centuay New Testa-
ment," publisbed by llriggs. is out in Vol.
i. Tbis is a tentative editian, compris-
ing tht Gospels and Acts, with Mark put
iirst, as being first written. Tht second
volume will flot be out until Spring.

The statement ai tbe bookmen is that
tbey are waiting for books. Very few new
crnes arc on the market just naw. In
another month there will bc plenty.

School changes will bring the usual
demand for text boooks in the course af a
w tel, or tw0

Goldwin Smith's "tUnited Kingdam" was
faund a little heavy. Less expensive warks
werc preferred. J.S.bM.

The man wbo first conceived tht idea af
putting an erase an the end ai a lead
pencil-just where it wouldalways be ready
for use instantly, ditd anly six weeks ago,
and, white hie was the inventor ai many
more pretentions things, nane were mort
profitable than tbe eraser nation. This bas
withstoad the test of tue withaut any great
impravement being suggested, but recently
a patent bas heen granted ta joseph D.
Strassart. ai Portland. Oregon, for a
device in wbicb is combincd a pencil
sharpener with tht eraser. Tht aiTair is
extremely simple. being stamped out ai a
thin shect af metal in twa pieces. The
cutting blade iorms anc ai these pieces, and.
tht cap. whicb supports the rtibber. andJ
also holds tht knife, is the other. In con-
struction this is so simple tha. tht inventar
dlaims that it can be put on any pencil ai
tht regulation thickness without matcrially
increasing tbe cost. - Stationery Trades
journal.


