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and brotherly feeling anong those professing nd belonging to the Saime section of
the Church of Christ. Infidel opinions, whilc mienticnmd b)y sone rcports as not
existing, are referred to by others as prevailing; Universalisi being rnamed as a
common fori of thein. Iii two reports special notice is taken of the injnry
done by sects of a fanatical and prosclytising character. Plymouth Brethren
and a party taking the naine of Bfaptists are mentioned. A Session iii the Synod
of Hamilton reports : " They are thankful to ie able to say that so far as the
number of proselytes made by cither party is concerned, ticir stccess has been
very smnalli; but we fcel quite certain that the effoxIts of the B3aptists put a stop
to the furthier progress of a miost promnising state of things four years ago-andi
we deplore te extensivo prevalence of a dispmosition~ to conifound the doings òl
these partiQs with all attempts to awaken out of their Jethlargy the multitudes
wh@ have a forn of godliimss aud nothing more. The other report which is
kon a Sessioni in the S.ynod of London, says : " During the past six months
there lias bcen in our Church, and indeed in tll the Churches in the town and
neighborhood. a great deal of excitemient and interest manifestcd in relation to
rigious questions. This took its riee fron the appearance and labors here
and in the townships adjacent of two evangelists or Plymouth Brethren. Their
errors traverse the eutire field of Divinîc truth. On "Prayer," "Asssuance,"
"lPardon of sin," " Faith," lhe relation of the believer to the Moral Law,"
"aptism," anid the Ncw Testament 3linistry thcy hold and tecli dangerous
and deadly heresy. This report proceeds to say : We are so impressed witlh
a conviction of the fornidableclhiracterof the danger thatthreatens our Church
from this quarter, that we cannot help feeling and expresing a strong desire that
the Supreue Court of our Church wonid appoint a Connittee to draw up in
pamphlet form, and put ii geieral circulation tirougiiout all our congrega-
tions an exposure of the doctrinal errors of the Plymnouti Brethren. This
would be a great benefit to ouir people, and, we are satisied, of no little service
to many of our linisters wlo, otherwise iimay have to contend vith these false
teachers at a great disadvantage."

Jn regard to the means which ought to be used for quiekeniug and extend.
ing vital religion, the majorit.y of the replies expres the opinien that nothing
aside fron the ordinary means ouglt to be resorted to ; and as o7 dinary mesas,
there are mentioned the faithfut and earncst preaching of the liole truth-
inuch unittd and direct prayer for the Holy Ghost-aitcntion to the instruction
of the young in Sabbathi.chools-famîîily catechising and an enforcing of
parental government and family religion-the judicious and faithful exercise
of discipline-attention on the part ot the elders to tlic visitation of the sick
and the conducting of district prayer-meeting--endéavors to tngage miembers
in sone form of christian work-the cultivation of religious •converse after the
example of the faithful of oid, of whomn it is said that " They wlho feared the
Lrd spake often one to another "-and the mainwaing in spirit and conduct a
distinction between the Church and the world, that the declaration of the Saviour
nay be exemplified, " ( have chosen you out i f the world." But in soveral
of the replies there is recommneuded (which may be regarded as unusual imeans)
occasional continuous prea:hing, or wiat arc comnonly teraed evangelistic
services.

Fromi the liiited evidence of which your Ci mmittee bas been put in
possession, while there appears to be nuch indiffererce, worldliness Sd preva-
lepnt sin in various fc.rms, whîici cal for deep humibty and ecnfession befoie
God, there is evidence also of muci faithful preaching, and enn est workin ,
and hopeful fruitfulneee, vhich ought to draw forth tbanks and i raise to Got ,
and stimulate to increasca diligence asd liopefuiiîees.

AIl of which is respectfully submittid.
'J01IN SCOTT, Convencr.
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