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subsequently addcd, in spite of the presence of the
specifie anti-body for these corpuscles. The test is car-
ried ont as follows: An ernutlsion of the syphilitic liver
of a foetus is nmade, and a fifth of a c.c. is added to an
equal quantity of the fluid to be tested, together, with a
tenth of a c.c. of the compleinetnt-containing blood-
serum of a niormai-,l guinea pig. The mixture is incubatcd
for an hiour or two, and is thien added to a c.c. of a 5
per cent. saline emulsion of sheep's red blood cor-
puscles and to twvice the am-ouint of anti-body necessary
to dissolve thiese corpuscles; this anti-body is obtained
by taking the seruim of a rabbit Nv'hiclh lias some ture
previoutsly been twice inj ected withi sheep*s corpuscles.
Ii the reaction is negative thien the guinea pic' coruple-
ment, not being bouind, is free to dissolve the red cor-
puscies; if the reaction is positive it caniiot. A positive
recaction, therefore, indicates thiat scmne substance, which
ive niay provisionally terni a syphilitic anti-body, wvas
present in tlie fluid that wvas, being teste(l, and bound the
comiplement to the syphilitie antigen. Each of the five
constituients of the reaction lias in(lependently to be
tested by control ri-cactionis, and there are a large nuniber
of possible fallacic:s thiat I need not liere enunierate. Tt
will at once be evident that only a highly skilled expert
cati perforin the test with aiîy hiope of securing ade-
quate accuracy of results, and althoughi several simpli-
fications have recenitly been sug-cgested it is very doubt-
ful whether any mcodiflcation of the original technique is
satis factory.

The clinical resuits are very Striking and have Iieen
50 wi(lely confirnied as to be no longer open to doubt.
They mnay surnmarily be statecl iii a sentence. The re-
action is invariably positive with the blood-serumn of
patients suffering from general paralysis, and almost
always wvith the cerebro-spinal fluid; it is cornmonly
positive with the blood-serum of patients suffering f romn
syphilis only, but only rarely with the cerebro-spinal
fiuid, even if the nervous systeni is irnplicated in the
disease.


