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the-younger nmenibers, soîne of wvhonm iay possibly
up to the present imie, havenfot hiad their early visions

v of the practice of tlieir art proving a royal road to
botli farne and fortune realized, but on the con-

* trary, so far iii their experience have found it to be
ai liard step-miother ratier Glaan an a/utia mea/er, and
at imies inclined to cloubt the wisdoni of their
choice of the field for cnigagîng in the battJe of life,
inay make sucli topies, theines for discussion,
li.-ore particularly if thcy should happen to take

* into consideration the large yearly addition to
aspirants for practise (rom the issue of new-fledged

* doctors fromn the nullilerOLuS mledical colleges both
ti the Dominion of Canada and from every State
inithie Union. Suicli doubters, if an), pr-esent, may
be fitly reminded of the lines-

"No peut up Utica confines our powers,
But a boundless continent is ours;

also (,,e the no longer fabulous land of Cathay of
miedi-,eval European conception, but the vast
modemn China and outlying islands of Tipangu,[. now known under *lhe naine of japan, thait Colum-
bus vainly moughit by sailing wvestward. For rest-
less and adventurous spirits then, " these fresh
fields ai-d pastures new " may be soughit as afford-

ing ample scope for the display of iheir knowvledge
bothi of curative and pi'eventive niecicine.

For less mercurial spirits 1 wvould counsel pa-
tience, esvrne and sttîdy. In the cities they

wili ailways find a clientlèle amiong the poor, andi
we have on record the statement of the illustrious
]3oerhave that lie found them his best patients, for
they liad God for their master .and history tells us
that after attaining to a great age, lie left, notwith-
standing the large portion of his imie gYiven Lo the
poor, a very large fortune.

I have also to remind theni that thiey hiave only
to look back a very short timie in the past to many
places in this Dominion of Canada, that in their
knio%ý,edge have rapidly progressed fromn mere
hianilets to towvns and cities, and the barren, un-
drained 1,ands-consequently u nhealthy-in the
surr-ounding country which have becomie the
iiiodes of a healthy and vigorous population em-
ployed-in manufacturing pursuits.

From inafl) of his medical acquainta 1 ces wvho
hallve attained the age ordinarily allotted to man,
in, experience may be gained simiilar to that of

ixJames -Rawlinson, wbo iii bis work on en-
gine~ering, says: '<Within the last haîf century,

draining and town sewvering have ripenied inito a
science. From rude beginnings, insignilicant in
extent, and often injurious in the first Instance,
systenmatie sewering of towns and draining, of
lands have become of the first importance. land
lias thus iii many, instances more than doubled its
value. Towvn sewering, with other social regula-
Lions, have contributed to prolonging life fromn
five to fifty per cent. as compared with previous
rates in the saine district. Agues andi typhoid
fevers are reduced iii the frequencey of their oc
currence. Siîice 1840 an annual mortahty iii Eng1
lish towvns Of 44 in i,ooo had been reduced to 27,
an annual mIorta-litY Of 30 to 2o, and ev'en iii sonie
places as lowv as 152' Similar favorable resuilts
imy coeeis pari/mls be gathered froni the Vital
Statistics of the Dominion of Canada, and the
younger mninbers of our profession nîay, I think,
rest assured that if their lives are spareci to enable
theni, like a fewv of us, to look back fifty or sixty
years, they wili have a far greater anîounit of pro-
gress to chronicle than even the wvonderi*tl changes
that have taken place iii Our day,., fevof which I pro-
pos5e mnaking brief reference to in the present paper.

The transcontinental railway from Halifax to
Vancouver is opening up enormous tracts of coun-
try that may iii less than fifty years become the
abode of nillions, and making the most ample aI-
îowance for- tic diminislhed occupation that may
1)ossibly 1be the outconîie of thc practise of miedi
cine of the future, nan-ely prevelîtive, mcdi-
cie, wvhich D)r. Benjamin Warcl Richardson,
and other optimists, consider as destinied in a great
nî-casure to supplenient, if not to supplant, curative
miedicine; making also due allowvance for the large
abstraction of professional wvork froni the aîl-round
or general practitioner-, by the yearly increasinig
number of specialists, of (air lady graduates, and of
irregular practitioners without num-ber, there will
always remain for biis share of curative practise a
larger domain than bas been calculated on by
recent pcssinîist wvriters, viz., that onîy inmmediately
surrounding the umibilicus. I would say clien,
pause before you determine on rushing to coun-
tries wvherc you wvould h'aN e to devote a year or
more to the acquirenient of at least a con versational
knowledge of the language of the inhabitants, and
then perlîaps s0 far as large professional. emolu-
ments are concerned, fmnd it a barren soi] fronî
Dan to Beersheba.
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