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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE EARLY
DIAGNOSIS AND REPAIR OF
LACERATIONS OF THE CERVIX
UTERI, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW
OF THEIR RELATION TO CAN-
CER OF THE UTERUS.

By A. Lapthorn Smith, M.D., .Mi.R.C.S.
Eng., Fellow of the A merican ' -æcologi-
cal Society, Professor of GyA ology in
Bishop's University, Montreal.

The above topic for my paper has been
suggested to me over and over again each
time that a case of cancer of the uterus
has come to me, generally in a condition
too far advanced to permit of my extend-
ing any hope of cure by any operation
known. Everyone of these cases was at
one time a simple lacerated cervix, but
nany of them had been treated from six
months to a year for ulceration with caus-
tics, generally the solid nitrate of silver,
until the delicate cylindrical epithelium
of the cervical canal, which, exposed and
everted, had already been too much in-
jured by coitus and friction on the vagina
during locomotion, vas by the action of

the caustic completely destroyed, and was
replaced by cicatricial tissue of new form-
ation and low vitality. This is the weakest
tissue in the economy, and offers the point
of least resistance for the invasion of
cancer.

It would be immensely to the advantage
of the patient, which should always be our
first consideration, but incidentally of no
small moment to the family attendant and
the specialist, if these cases of cancer were
operated upon while there was yet a
possibility of removing the whole of the
diseased structures and every probability
of effecting a cure. Delay can only lead
to the injury of the patient, her doctor
and the operator, and eventually, when the
results are so unsatisfactory, it renders it
difficult to induce even suitable cases to
undergo the proper treatment.

How much better it would be for all
concerned if the disease had been recog-
nized when it was only a lacerated cervix,
a few months after the occurrence of the
accident, when it could have been com-
pletely cured by an operation which I feel
justified in saying is absolutely devoid of
danger, and which only requires, when
performed early, from ten to fourteen days
in bed..
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