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no irritation; and, being translucent, permits a complete surveillance of the part.
Atmosplherie influence is complutely excluded ; and the raw surface would seem
to be placed in circun.states somevhat analogous to its normal state, as if still
investcd by the integunient. Should inflainnation ensue, no harn has been
dont; on the contrary, action is likelv to prove less intense than it otherwise
would have been; the gum is loosened and washed away by thc perulent secre-
tin ; and water-dressing niay tien be used, as in ordinary circumistances.-
Britühl and Forcign MIdîco-C;rurg. Reirw, Jaû, 1851.

MID WIFERY.

CASE OF DIFFICULT LABOVR IX C(ONSEr.QUENCE OF TWINS JOINEL
lBY THE WRCAT.

ByD.C11,144 i tur Ci<ünl, i uirnie
[This was a case in which Dr. Stuirt fuund the head presenting in the first

cranial position and every other feature of the labour apparently very favourable,
thougli he found that the strength of the pains was renarkably decreased on the
patient laN ing down, althouglh the pains on her muoing about iii the erect position
nere very violent.]

The cranium advanced witli zxtreme slowness, considering the strong na-
ture of the pains ; and it mas oaly after the nost severe training that the head
began to press on the perinreunm, and after a very tedious passage was born about
seven o'cluck, p.n. The pains previous to this were of the most frightful de-
scription, and they were now, if it were possible, increased. Somne apparently
insurniuntable obstacle seeinng at this stage to oppose the further exit of the
infant, I tried Sby every ieans in ny power to dicover the cause of delay, but
fron the extreme tightness of the parts it wýas impossible to ascertain its nature.
I drcaded, fromn the enormous straining, that the uterus wooid speedily rupture,
unless delivery was imnediately (ffected, so accordingly I applied at the first
gentle traction; but, vhen I found that unavailing, 1 was forced to increase it to
what previously I would have considered a moast unwarrantable degree, and sue-
ceeded in delivering the shoulders, when for the first time I discovered something
unusual. I continued, however, My traction as my only hope cf getting the
woman delivered ; and after using the greatest force, I was in no small degree
astoniscd when another head came down with the face considermbly flattened.
This second head lay twisted round upon the back of the first delivered infant.
After further perseverance, I succeeded in extracting two males, still-born, and
imtimJatcl 3 joined fron the sternum to the umbilicus, into which an umbilical
tord, commîflon to both, vas inserted. The placenta speedily followed, and vaa
not larger than is usually seen in cases of twins. lie unbilical cord was rather
thicker than usual. About an hour elapsed fr om the time tie head was born
t1il the delivery was comnpleted. hie pains during that period were of the Most
agonizing and alarming character, and made me regrct excecdingly having no
chloroform. After a careful examination of the external parts, I was very glad to
find no perineal laceration, which I feared very nuch froni the passage of such a
lass. The twins were at the full tine, and fifteen inches long. The band of

Connexion extended fromn the upper part of the sternum to the unbilicus, and
eRS seven inehes broad and three long ; and the diameter of the twins, vhen laid


