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nition of characteristics in the former, which appear to him other
titan Ccltic. In noticing two welI kniown crania recovcrcd froin the
Knochi-maraidhe tumulus in the Phoenix Park, Dublini, lie remayks :
1In thiese, especially iii one of' thcmn, thiere is a considci'able approxi-

mation to the l'uranian sknull ;" and ag-ain in view of tiiose fromn
Britisli cairns and cists, lie repeats his belief that some of theem give
reasun to suspect that they had somewvhat of the Mongolian or Tura-
nian formn of' head.*

Lt scems, at first sight, an undertaking sufficiently compatible with
the resuhts already achiieved by craniology, to determine the typical
formi at Ieast of the rnoderîî Celtic cranîum ; but the resuits have
hitherto been of a very indefinite character. One source of crr-or is
doubtless traceable to the neglect of the important fact that a type is
an ideal abstraction cmobracing the mean of many variations, and is
flot to be determined by the selection of one or two assuicid charac-
teristie examples. Opinions, however, have been advanced on the
authority of' expericnccd observers,' in favour of one or more specifie
forms as that of' the true Celtie liead. Referring to the smiall anterior
regrion characteristic of the skulls in ancient British gravcs, Dr.
Prichard remarks: . 'l r this particular, the ancient inhiabitants of
BIritain appear to have differed vcry considerably from the prcseut."-f
Mr. Wilde, on the contrary, after referring to two ancient races, whose
remains are found in Irish cairns and sepuichral mounds, the one
"globular hicaded," and the othier having skulls <1chiefly characterised

by thieir extreme length from, before baekwards, or whiat is technically
terrncd their antero-posterior diameter, and the flatness of their sides;"
adds : "w,%e find similar conditions of hîead stili existinqg anion gthe
modern inhlabitants of this country, particnlarly beyond the Shannon,
towards the west, 'where the dark, or Firbolg race xnay stili be traeed,
as distinct from, the more globular-headed, light-eyed, fair-haired
Celtic people whio lie to the nortbi-east of that river."t licre the
.Irish arcbm-,olog-ist describes tivo essentially distinct ancient skull-
forms, and-not onily recognises the living representatives of both, but
finds the diversity of forin accompanied by other distinctions in hiair,
eyes, and complexion.

Nevertheless it bas been generally assumed that one well-defined
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