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are those of the Drift or Quaternarv Period. Before turning, our-
attention to these, we extraet from the Report a few observations of
muchi interest iii reference to the geelogical relations of the groups
already alluded to

IlMany intcresting considerations present thiemselves on a grenerai review of
fthe geology of tlie peninsula. From tlic Lake Superior Sandstone to the close of
the Helderberg period, our state seemns to have liad a commun history with Canada
Westi and fthe Stateý on Luth sides of us. The saine groups of rocks are traced
uninterrtiptcdIly fromi New York across the peninsula of Canada to Michigan
and even to tlic Mississippi river, preserving tlxrotuglout, that whoio extent as.
great a degree of pakeontological identity as could bc expected of fauinas stretcb-
ing ov'er se miaay degrees of flie earth's surface. It is truc, as lias been long
simca slicwa by Prof. Hlall, that ncarly cvery member of tha Silurian and. lower
Devonian system, thins gradually ia its ;vestward prolongation, loses somlewlat
of its arenaccous or argillaccous character, aud liccoiines at thec west much.i morc
calcareous-changes which have gencraily beccl rcgarded as provin- tlic origin
of the materiais of those groups to h-ave beeni at the enst. Tt is interesting te,
observe, however, notwitlistanding this Nvcstward attennation, how compieteiy
-we arc able to recogynize ail the essential features of tlie New 'York Systcm in
our own State.

Il rom the close of tlie HFelderberg pcriod, on flic contrary, Michigan kias hiad
a history f0 some extent peculiar. Tlic rocks of the Hamilton group can indced
bie traccd almost continuously from «teÇw York into our own State, but the
palocontological cliaracters are found aterially clianged, and the strata ara
more atgiliaccons. The Portage Group, of New York, supposing it f0 be repre-
se'ited by our Huron group, has reccived great accessions of argillaccous mat-
ter, and seems to have been dcpositcd under circumustanccs more unfavourabla te,
the existence of animal life. The Cliemung Grouip, supposed te lia reprcsentcd
by our Marbýuâii Group: bas beca traccd uninferrîîpfcdly inte Ohio, whlere if be-
comes almost non-fossiliferous. The Marshll Group is totally isoiated from
rocks of flic saine age anywlicre beyond flie limits of our paninsula; and thougli
the sandstones bear sùme physical resemblance to thosc of the Cliemung Group
of Ohio a-ad New York-, aur formation confains littie or no argillaceous ruatter;
ifs fauna is remarkably ricli, and its species arc ne-arly all peculiar. The Napo-
leon Group, if correctly separafcd froua flic -Marshall Group; lias ne distinct
eguivalent in surrounding States ; and ifs entire, destitution of organie romains
wil1 causa its truc geological relations ta ramnai- in doubf.

IlIf anytLing werc -wauting te show thiatthe gecologicait column in Michigan bans
been built up as a dibtinct and independent structure, tlie existence of flic gyp-
seons or Màichigan Sait Group, supplies thc deficiency. Bnt even furtlier than
ibis, ne obvious paralielism lias yct been traccd betwccn the overlying carboni-
ferous limestone, and thc groups of tîls system furtlier wcst. The indications
aiready i)oinfed out, liowever, Icad te flic conjecture iliat our Jimestone was ne-
cumuiating during several o? tlie epodlis infe whidli gcoiogista have divided this


