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LOCAL ccNATURE" OBSERVATIONS.

THIS sheet is provided for the purpose of aiding teachers to interest their pupils
in observing the tin-es of the regular procession of natural phenoniena each season.
First, it wv iii thus help the teacher in doirig some of the "Nature " lesson work in
the Course of Study ; secondly, it xnay aid in procuring valuable information for the
localitv and Province. Two copies are intended to be provided for each teacher who

to be preservedi as the property of the section for refcrence from year to year ; the

J ollher to be sent in with the Return to the Inspecter, who wvill transmit it to the
Superintendent for examnination, and compilation if desirable.

Whtis desired is to have recorded in these iurms, the dates of theftrsi leafing,
flovering and fruiting of plants and trees ; the f/îrst appearance in the locality of
birds nligrating north in spring or south in autumn, etc. WMlle the obiects specified
here are given so as to enable comparisons to be made betwveen the different sections
of thz Provincc, it is ver>' desirable that ail other local phenomnena of a similar kind
be recorded. Bacli localit' lbas aft7ra, fairna, climate, etc., more or less distinct>' itsi own ; and the more comrnon trees, slirubs, plants, crops, etc., are those which will
be most valuable frorn a local point of viewv in comparing the charactets of a series

* of seasons
Teachers will find it one of the most conveniený nicans for the stimulation of

pupils hin observing ail natural phenomena when going to and from, the school, some
of the pupils radiating as far as two miles fron tlie school room. The "nature

* study" under such circunîstances wvould be nmainly undertaken at the most convenient
tiiîie, thus not encroaching on schoo] time, wb'ile on the other hand it wouid tend tof break up the mono tony of school travel and fill an idle and wearisome hour with

* interest, and one of thi e m-ost valuable fornis of educational discipline. The eyes of
a whole school daily passing over a iviiole school district would let ver>' little escape

* notice, especially if the first observer of each annual recurring phenomenon ivould
have his or ber narne recorded in the "Nature Record " book of the school as the
first observer of the phenomenon for that year. The observations would be accurate,
as the facts wvould have to bc demonstrated b>' the most undouhted evicience, sucb as
the bringing of the specimiens to flic school ivhen possible or necessary.

To aIl observers the following imost important, most essential principles of
recording are eniphasized. l3ctter ;120 date, NO RECORD, than a WRONG one or a
DOUBTFUJ. one. Sports out of season, due to ver>' local conditions mot common to
at least a imaIl field, should flot be'recorded except parenthetically. The date to be
recorded for the puirposes of compilations with thoçe of other localities should. be the

Jirs-.i of the meany, of its kind floweriîîg immediately after, etc. For instance, a
butterfi>' emerging from its clîrysalis in a slieltered cranny by a southemn iindow i
Jinuary %vould not be an indication of the general chiante, but of tlie peculiarly
heated nook in wliich the chr>'salis was slîeltered ; nor w'ould a flower n a semi-
artificial, ivari siielter, give tlie date required. When these sports out of season
occur, they niglit also be recorded, but withiri a parenthesis to indicate the peculiarity
of somne of the conditions affecting tlîeir early appearance.

Afezu accurate observations at first, if followed by larger Iists each succeeding
vear, ivill be cor.sidered creditable to teachers and schools.


