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Mýr. E DITOR,-It lias struck me
that a few notices of the cubtonms of'
the early churchi inay lie acceptable
to such readers as m Li to learti >onue-
thing of antiquity, whîetlîcy ac-
knowledge the Bible as tlic only and
sufficient standlard of faiLli aiîd prac-
tice, If' you are of the saine mind,
you will probably dcciii the foilowing
article worthy of insertion in the
,Mag?.zinie. The work froi u i hidi it
is taken, is coIisi(lereJ in Gerniany to
Le the best of its kî.The compe-
tence of the author, tvîxo appears to
belong to the Lutheran Clîurchi, cani-
not be impcachced, thougli lie occa-
sionally writes more as a partizani
tlîan as a historian. You niay expeet
to reccive, froin time Lu turne, otlmcr
extracts like the present, from

B. DA VIES.
The llistory oflnfitnt Coinnufiion, translated

from Dr. Augui.îi's Jlandbuch der Christ-
lichen Archâologie (aulof Chiribtiaîî
Antiquities), vol, ii. pp. 638-641.

The actual communicants are, ac-
cording to the unanimous laws and
observances of the cliurch, ail those
wvho have bcen received by bapt.ism
as members of' the Christiani Church.
This wvas in accordance Nwith the
words of Jesus in Mark xvi. 16 :
IlHe that believeth and is baptizcd
shall be saved; but lie that believeth
flot shall be dainned." The full ad-
mission into the religious society of
Christians was completcd by baptisin;
and the eucharist, which immediately
foliowed baptisîn, served as a proof
that the newv member had entered
into the enjoymetit of ail] the righît.;
and advantages or Christians. In
connection with the baptîsrn of adults
nothling could be more natural than
t!îis muode of proceeding, which foi-
lows strictly and literally the order,
" lie that believeth and is haptizcd,"
ini vhich, as also in the histories of
baptismi that ceutr in the' Newv Tes-

tanient, faith is required as the ante-
cedent.

.Justin Martyr says: No one is
allowfd to partake of the eucharist,
urnless lie believes our doctrine to be
true, bas received tbe baptism of the,.
forgiveness of sins and the new birth,
and lives as Christ bas commanded."
This cazî apply only to grown-up
persons.

But the arrangement was altercd
by infat.tbaptisni. That this wvas in
use so early as the second century,
,1nd the beginning of the third, is
(lecided by the testiionies of Tertul-
lian and Cyprian. The objection
%vhiclî Tertullian, in his treatise De
Baptismno, c. 18, brings against this
practice, is remarkable. Hie says:
Veniant, duiii adolescunt; veniant,
dum discunt ; dum quo veniant do-
cen tur; venziantairistia-ni curn C/îris-
tum nosse potuerint. Quidftstinat
oetas innocens ad remissionem pecca-
torum ?.-Norint petere salutem, ut
petenti dedisse videaris.* It is aise
proved by the examples of the Eu-
nue hand the Apostie Paul, that faith
ivas present before baptism.

On the contrary, Cyprian defends
inf'ant-baptisin. He says (Epistol.
lxiv), among other things : Sed oe-
qualitasdivina et spiritalis exprimitur,
quod pares atque oequales sint omnes
hiommnes, quando a Dc semel facti
sunt; et possit oetas nostra in incre-
mentis corporum, secundum seculum,
non secundumn Deum habere discri-
men : nisi si et gratia ipsa, quoe bap-
tizatis (latur, pro oetate accipientiuni
Ivel minor vel major tribuitur; cuni
Spiritus Sanctus non de mensura, sed
de pietate atquc indulgentia paterna
oequalis omnibus praebeatur, &c4t

0 Which rnay be thup rende.-ed: Let thern corne
when. they growv up; let thern corne whcn tliey
leano; when they are tauglit where they corne to:
let thern corne a: Chriertiane, whem theyj hane been
able to knokv Christ. WVhtj does the ageaf innocence
ha.sten ta the remunoin of sinr? Let thern know
hio% tu seelk aalvation, that you rnay appear to have
giveri it tuo ne tlwt asked. TRtAusL.

t 0f %viiich obscure paxsage this appears to be the
rneaning in English : But a divine and spirituel
equality is expressed, that ail men are on a lcvel
and equal, since they were once mide by God ; and-


