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occasional converse of Thomas Scott, the commentator, he owed much of
the best impulses of his spiritual life, and at a small church gathered about
this time in Hackleton he not only attended, but occasionally spoke.
« Help to Zion’s Travellers,”” by the elder Robert Hall, now fell into his
hands, and he read it with rapture, for it was the means of removing out
of his way many stumbling-blocks.

Before he was twenty Carcy married Dorothy Placket, and, she being
the sister of the widow of his late employer, after Mr. Old’s death Carey
carried on the business. Mrs. Carey proved a source of anxicty and even
of hindrance. She was not sympathetic, and was prone to mental ail-
ments ; but her husband bore his trials with characteristic forbearance and
tenderness. The signboard used by Carey is yet to be seen in the Baptist
College in Regent’s Park, London. '

We cannot follow step by step the history of this great missionary
leader. We have now to do principally with his komes, and we next find
him at Popixgron, near Hackleton, where beside his *‘ cobbling” he
opened an evening school to eke out a living. IIe had at cost of much
sclf-denial attended the meectings of the Association at Olney, where he
heard Andrew Fuller preach, and from that time Carey himself began to
preach with more regularity. Being asked to speak at Barton Chapel, he
complied, because, as he humorously said afterward, he was too bashful to
say “No.” And thus began a ministry which reached with somewhat
interrupted service over three and a half years. Once a month he spoke
also at Paulerspury, to the delight of his mother, who declared that he
would yet be a great preacher.

By Mr. Sutcliff’s advice Mr. Carey united with the church at Olney,
and was Dy them set apart to the ministry. From the church records it
appears that on June 14th, 1785, he was admitted a member, and August
10th he was sent forth as a regular preacher. e was then twenty-four
years old.

In August, two years later, Carey was at his next * home,”’ Mourrox.
Here again he sought to add to his slender support by teaching, as his
whole stipend was but £15 per annum ; but Moulton could not support
three schools, and as there were two already, he had to fall back on his
trade as a shoemaker. He got work from a Northampton contractor, and
ouce a fortnight trudged to and fro, getting raw material and then carry-
ing back the bag of boots.

While at Moulton the grand idea of world-wide missions was taking
hold of Carey and engrossing him. Cook’s voyages had supplied fuel,
and the Word and Spirit of God, the fire, and now his sonl was aflame.
As yet missionary labors were scattered, sporadic, exceptional. A society
was wanted to originate and plan definite missions for regions beyond even
British colonies, Jomathan Edwards, a little before the middle of the
centary, had issued his ‘¢ Humble Attempt to Promote Explicit Agree-
ment and Visible Union of God’s People, in Extraordinary Prayer for the



