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ber are the pledgors of it. Ail tho instrumentalities and facilities neces-
sary to its accomplishiment are readly. Ail over the oarth prayer is
continually ascending for the hastening of the wok hristiaîîity was
nover such a living power in the ivorl as it is to-day, dospite the un-
belief and wvickodiioss of tho tirnos. The Anglo-Saxon race-the race
of progrCss and dominion, the custodian of Chriistianiity-whlichl niun-
berod but 7,000,000 whlen the Pilgrini Fathers replantedl Christianity
on those western shores, lnmbers to-day 100,000,000, and is m'archiug
on to universal supremacy ; whie the achiovoments of the last seventy-
five years in the missionary field are on a scale of grandeur unparalleled
iii the history of the churcli, not excepting eon the apostolie period.
A few decades of years wvill clecide the momentous issuc ; will flood the
eartli iith supernal glory, or ivitness flic going doiv'n of tho sun of lin-
iniin hopes in a niglît of darkncss that, shall have no miorning!1

THiE POLITICAL SITUATION IN JAPAN.
(Fer prudential reasons the writer of this intcresting paper prefers not to give his nmle,

but wve assure our readers that It cornes frorn a source wvhich entitles it to the bighest cou-
sideratioi.-EDS.]

TUE, Japanese follow the West in politics as in ail else. Alrcady
there are two parties, with leaders, organs and programmes. For years
the-strife lias been hiot; it syjîl reacli a crisis in 1890. Both parties
profess their devotion to Western ideas and civilization ; the strife is as
to the European country that shall furnish flic pobitical model. Shall
the new parliamient be German or Englisli iii its powers? Tho
Imperialists are in powoer. Tliey comimand ail flic forces of groverul-
rnent-tlie public purse, the army, flic police, the signa,,ture of tlie
Emporor. Thle Liberais are in opposition. They have neit' !er public
power nor wealth, and must depend upon enlightened sentiment. 'fle
extreme radicals are supposod to place some reiliance on dynamite.

The Libera-ls state, thecir case someivhat as follows: For some years
after the revolution of 186 î-68, ivhicli resulted in flic overthrowv of flic
Shioguin and tho re-establishmnt of the mile of tho Mikado, the mon of
now Japan, acto& in harmnouy, Ail agrecd that W estern civilization
must bc adoptod, and alldesirod complote reform. Groat things were
accomplishied even in politics, and a, constitutionai deveiopment -was
begun that wouid. eventuaiiy place Japan abreast of the most advanced
oi the froc ktiingdoms of Europe. Thore wvas complete freedom of the
press and platform, and botli were widely used for the enliglitennient
of the people. Local self-rule wvas, to some extont granted, and botli
town and, provincial assemblies Nyero formod. A national parliament
iva8 promisod. So far there was agreement. But dissensions arose.
Some of flic statesmen thouglit the pace too fast for safcty. Absolu tist
tenidencies becamo manifest, and a desire to replace the fondaI dlespot-
isml with a powverful1 and centraiizod imiperialisni. Soine of the Liberals


