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ber ave the pledges of it. All the instrumentalities and facilities neces-
sary to its accomplishment are rendy. All over the earth prayer is
continually ascending for the hastening of the work. Christianity was
never such a living power in the world as it is to-day, despite the un-
belief and wickedness of the times. The Anglo-Saxon race—the race
of progress and dominion, the custodian of Christianity—which num-
bered but 7,000,000 when the Pilgrim Fathers replanted Christianity
on these western shores, numbers to-day 100,000,000, and is marching
on to universal supremacy ; while the achievements of the last seventy-
five years in the missionary field are on a scale of grandeur unparalleled
in the history of the church, not excepting even the apostolic period.
A few decades of years will decide the momentous issue ; will flood the
earth with supernal glory, or witness the going down of the sun of hu-
man hopes in a night of darkness that shall have no morning !

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN JAPAN.

{For prudential reasons the writer of this interesting paper prefers not to give his name,
but we assure our readers that it comes from a souree which entitles it to the highest con-
sideration.—Es,]

Tue Japanese follow the West in politics as in all else. Already
there ave two parties, with leaders, organs and programmes. For years
the strife has been hot ; it will reach a crisis in 1890. Both parties
profess their devotion to Western ideas and civilization ; the strife is as
to the European country that shall furnish the poliiical model. Shall
the new parliament be German or English in its powers? The
Imperialists are in power. They command all the forces of govern-
ment—the public purse, the army, the police, the signature of the
Emperor. The Liberals are in opposition. They have neither public
power nor wealth, and must depend upon enlightened sentiment. The
extreme radicals are supposed to place somwe reliance on dynamite.

The Liberals state their case somewhat as follows: For some years
after the revolution of 1867-68, which resulted in the overthrow of the
Shogun and the re-establishment of the rule of the Mikado, the men of
new Japan acted in harmony, All agreed that Western civilization
must be adopted, and all desired complete reform. Great things were
accomplished even in polities, and a constitutional development was
begun that wonld eventually place Japan abreast of the most advanced
of the free kingdoms of Turope. Tliere was complete frecdom of the
press and platform, and both were widely used for the enlightenment
of the people.  Local self-rule was, to some extent granted, and both
town and provincial assemblies were formed. A national parliament
was promised. So far there was agreement. But dissensions srose.
Some of the statesmen thought the pace too fast for safety. Absolutist
tendencies became manifest, and a desire to replace the feudal despot-
ism with a powerful and centralized imperialism. Some of the Liberals




