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Hberta,

The Railway to Maclcod,

‘From the Macleod Gazette.

Oun Thursday last the final rail was laid on
the rallroad betweer Calgary aud Macleod, and
the connecting iron link of civilization had
-atretched out a small feeler and with the result
4hat our hitherto old tims town is now a part
and parcel of that vast system which is such a
deature of this American contineat. Uatil now
we in Macleod have lived to a great extent cut
-off from the outside world almost ascompletely
.as Napoleon on the itland of St. Helena, We
<have had an existenco pecaliar snd original to
the district we live in; it had its drawbacks,
perhaps, but it had it charms also. Nestled
almost in the shadow of the majestic Rocky
Mountains, to the northwest the Porcupine
Hills. rising gently far away into the horizan,
to where the sommits are crowned with a brist.
Jing top-knot of Oregon pioes, and by the vy,
this we believeis the most casternly point where
-this specics of the fir grows, to the south the
olid line of the Milk River ridge forming &
atural barrier between us and Montana, and
rolling prairis everywhere clse, such a situation
dorms a grand ground to work out the everyday
problems of life, and 2o sitnated is Macleod.
The large-hearted, free-handed generosity of the
~weat ic proverbial, bat it is not strange, and
diving a3 we do in the closest association with
tho grandest scenery on the American continent,
with a climate that is almost perfect, it wonld
rather be strange if onr ideas did not naturally
expand with our surroundings. The C. and E.
road is the first siep in tha directioa of unfold-
ing to the world the natural beauties and re-
sources of Scuthern Alberta, and nsture has
been most bounteous iz her dealings with this
section. Hitherto it has necessitated a lony
and ardnous jouracy, 1o say nothing of the ex-
pease, to get to Macleod at all; things are ncw
changed; 3 delight{al ride over an almast per
fect road throngh the hesr? of a splendid farm
ing cud ranching country, and Macleod is with-
inreach without any farther trouble. \Vhat a
differenso this is, anyoae who has travelled
©over the old ronte will anderstard.

Mining Matters in Alberta.

The MacLeod Gasclle in an articledescriptive
of a new find of precious minerals iz the moua-
Iain district of Alberta says:

*It has for many yoars been sapposed that
tho castern slopes of the Rockics, in Southern
Alberts, were deficient in the possessinn of the

recious metals in any paying quantities, if,
zndeed, they wero present at all. Why this
should be we have always been ataloss to
understand. Moatans, as everybody knows, is
oae of tho foremost mining states in America,
if it does vot actually tup the tree. The
mountains in that state fairly teem with wealth,

20 a certain poiat north, aud thers they are
cross=c¢ by aa 1magioary bound line. This
line, in somo inscrutable manner, has, ono must

believe, np-rooted and defied natare in such &
way tbat, no matter that thelay of the country
is the same, that the strats of the mouctains is
similar, the mere fact of mankiad having decid-
od that there shoald bo an interastional boand-
&Iy lino between the Uaited Sistes snd Can-

ada, has absolately divided the natural re-
sourcos of what are, to all intents and purposes
tho szms country, into two distinct portions
and apparently the division Is such that the
country to tho south gots all the minepal wealth,
and we to tho north get none. That, wo say is,
apparectly, the super-natural power this bound-
ary line ot human invention possesses, The chief
reason for this idea is, we believe, owing to
Prof. Dawson, the Dominion Geologist, who,
in his original survey of this country, pro-
nounced it to be, on account of the formation
cf the rozks, absolutely devoid of the precivus
metals, Prof. Dawson is, uadoubtedly, a very
clever mau, but even the cleverest of us are
liable to err, and the Prof., when he made that
statement, was undoubtedly laboring aader a
delosion. True; heretofore nothing of any
consoquence has been found, but then a sys.
tematic search has mnever been undertaken.
Wo are now positively able to state that a
find has been made, and a very valusble one,
t00,” ote.

The Gazette then goes on to paint in vivid
colots the future of Macleod as a result of the
development of this mining industry, and goes
50 far as to intimate that ranching will be
secondary to it.  The usual gash abont, pros.
perity beyond our wildest dreams, is, of course,
indulged in; prosperity that should it cver be
experienced will turn the rest of the Dominion
green with envy.

Westerzers are nothing if not enthusiastic.
Every discovery that is likely to open up new
industries is hailed with great shouts and is
made a sobject of long discourses about
Dew oras.

Tie Coroxist will be sincerely glad if the
Gazelte's prophecies in this case come true, but
we aro inclined to think that the staid pursuits
of cattlo raising and agriculture will prove in
the end to bool far moro value than mining
with its wild speculation and chranic instability.

— s
KNotes.

Two carloads of cattls are to be shipped from
Piacher Creek to the old coantry.

Fifty-soven miles an hour were madeon a
patt of the new railraad between Calgary aad
AacLeod by a train lately.

Frank Richards, & promioeat jourzalist, of
Loudon, Fogland, is travelling ia Western
Canada writing up the conntry.

The Dominion Government has instructed its
laod ageot at Edmonton to make a collection
of the grains, gramses and vegetables of that
diatrict.

The accond Sunday School Conventionof the
Northwest Territories is to b2 held at Regioa
on Wedneaday aad Tharaday, October 26thand
th.

Our Edmonton exchaugs in noticisg the ex-
istence of a patch of Cavadian thistles in that
town says: **This is an immigrant that is noz
wauted, even though it comes from Qatario.”

Edmonton Brlletin: “Alex Mclcod, who ar
rived from Glengarry, Out., & cosplo of weeks
ago, has porchased a farm at St. Albest from
E. Brousseau for $900. The farm was formerly
oocupied by E. Beatpre.

A proclamation of the Licut.-Governor auth-
orizes tho South Edmonton public school dis-
trict to borrow $S00 to be used for the purpose
of parchasiog a schooi site 2ad erecting there:
on 2 school building.

A gaog of men under D, Mcarsthur are en-
gaged in erecting poles and stringing wireafora
telegraph liae from Calgary to the new McLeod
townsite. The work is piogressing at the rate
of two to three miles per day.

Thne fall meeting of tue Southera Alberta
Turf Association will be held in Macleod on
Thursday, October 1lth. The races are all
runuing events and include a 3 mile dash, a
cowboy race, 3 mile dazh, 1 mile dash and a
steeplechase. The purses amount to $500,

Edmonton Bulletin : D. E. Noyes left for
White Mud lake, near the Jasper House, with
a train of pack horses, on Wednesday. Mr.
Noyes reports moose and bear very numerons
near the Jasper Hoese this season, the Indians
haviag killed 50 moose near his trading post.
Not many bears have been killed yetas their
fur is not prime, buta good killing will be
made iu the fall. The moose have been szarce
io that district for some time pact, and it is
thought that the large number recently killed
is due to a migration from some other region.
Thesrason has beendry near the Jasper House,
and uoless rain has fallen since Mr. Noyes left
there will be great danger of fires this fall.

After an cxtended trip through Western
Canada, Jas. Masson, M. ., of Owen Sound,
Ontario, gave to the Tintes of that place an ac-
count of hia trip. Of the Edmontea district he
said: “At Fdmonton Mayor McCauley, for-
merly of this neighborhood, entertained our
party on behalf of the corporation. We were
serenaded by a band, driven «0 the various
points of interest and escorted acrox the Sas-
katchewan river oan aferry to vir . the coal
mines. Frox the banks of the river e viewed
the bar where people who have nothing else to
do can make from §1 to $2.50 per dsy washing
gold from the sand. We then drove out. into
the conntry to sce the rich agricaltum) pre-
dacts of the land, and for vigorous vegetable
growth, the neighborhood surpases anything
in the Northwest, or in the Dominioa for thay
matler. Amongother matket gardens that of
D. Ross was visited and it was admitted by all
members of the party that the prodacts of Mr.,
Rosy® place were much superior to anythisg
that conld be found in the older proviaces,
The coal mines arc of an interesting character,
the product being obtained from the side of the
chiff where it is visible in a drift 4 foot thick.
Thecoal is of 2 Soc quality x2d sells in town
for $2.50a ton.”

¥What An American Paper Says.

The following from a recent issuc of the
Brooklyn Eagle should encoarage us to expect
the rapid zettlement of Westera Canada:
“Immigratios aad normal increase bave led
to the taking up of practically all the 1aad this
government had to give away. Tke railroads
have made pozsible the thing that our fathers
belicved to be improbable before the twenty.
first century. The takiog of all tho better 1aads
on our side of tho border hasdiverted immigra-
tion into Britizsh America and the vast plains—
even wider than our owa and jost as rich—of
Maoitoba, Keewatin, Saskatchewan, Assini-
boia and Alberta will ia the immediate fotare
be occopied and made productive.”



