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erous to mention, and the lecturer hiniseif seenis to be equally at
honme upon any topic which lie îtîay choose.

As for M-r. Longley's future. no one cati speak of it. Wliat lie
ntay do next is a problem whichi his xnost intiniate friends would flot
care to even conjecture, but that, if lis life is spared. hie will be act-
ively- engaged in intellectual work of sonie kind ; tliat lie wvill always
be bold, even at the expense of niaking lifelong enemies ; that lie xvili
never shrink froin uttering his opinion, even though lie hrings upon
hi iiseif untold inalignity, and that lis naine will continue to be pro-
iiiinently in the inouth of people in niiost parts of the English speak-
ing world, is about the only thing tlîat can be safely affirnied.
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The Migrations of Birds.

No doubt the earliest observers of t,-rds noticed their appearance
and disappearance frotît a given locality at ce.rtainî seasons. But the
knowledge of their migrations is of recent date. P' the beginning
of this century nearly ail naturalists believed that biix..s hibernated as
do the reptiles and iany anintals. ItNxvas thouglit that sxallows hid
thenîselves in liollow trees and caves, vile the rails and other marsb
inhabiting birds buried thenîselves in the nîud and there passed the
cold season iu a torpid, state. But as the resuit of close observation ,
by an increasing nuiber of naturalists, the birds have been traced in
titeir niovenients, tili now no doubt exists as to where tiîey spend the
differenît seasons.

But why do birds inigrate ? Wltat causes tlteni to leave the land
of their birth, and attempt the long and hazardous journey througli
unknown regions tu warier duniies? And why again do they leave
these southerti lands where everything necessary to their subsistence
is to be foutîd in abundauce, -for the nortlîern latitudes, encounterifig
again the îniany dangers whidhi beset thetu on their previous journey?

The first question is quite easily answered. Many nligrating
birds are so frail in nîakeup and so thinly clad with, feathers, that
they xvould be unable to, endure the severities of a nortliern winter.
Mien again. as a resuit of colder xveather their food supply fails. The
various species of suipe and sandpîpers, whiclî obtain titeir insect
fare by probing thte soft îîîud with their long slender bis, are coin -
pelled to leave their han nts upon the advent of frost. So with the
flycatchers and warblers whose insect food disappears as coid weather
approaches, and those birds that obtain their food froni the water, as
ducks, geese and guils, are coîipelled to go farther soutlî as the differ-
ent lakes aîîd rivers freeze up, and as the great body of sea ice tîtoves
southward along the coast.

But why birds leave the soutîteru lands of plenty with the arrivai
of spring for the more desolate north is less easily explaitbed. In
sunimer, it is true, the miore northeî parts of the continents again


