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uud archoeologists, have beesn assumed te rolegate the earliest traces
of the existence of our race to a period se inwnensely remote, as te
startle and eonfound the boldesf imagination ; au. antiquity of hua-
dIreàs,,nay,.thousands of centuries boing dernanded for man. These
diacoveries have at lest proved beyond a doubt that man was an
inhabitant of Europe, nlot only when the mammoth, the woolly
thinoceros, the reindeer and other arctic fauna inhabitcdl the sonth
of Frz~Ice, but also when the lion, tho hyoena, the hippop'otamus and
otiier auîmais now peculiar to tropical.countries, ranged as far north
as Great Britain.

This question of the antiquity of mani is, however, of no direct
interest to the glottologriat, except lu. so far as it gives a greater lapse
of time for the great changes whieh language must bave undergou
a5ine its bi-cth. He la more acerned in inquiring 'whether there be
any evidence s te the intellectual eapacity of the first of our race, te
ivhose e3xistence these records. hear wçltness.

*What manner of men wvere.they, then, of whom ive have the earliest
traces; the contoniporaries of the mammoth and other extinet animnais?
The river-drift gravel-beds of the Sommo, the subterranea cave-
dwellings of Germany, France andi Great l3ritair, the older among
the ]ake-dwellings of Switzerdaud, the shell-mounds of Deumark, ail
give the ame answer: the first men wvere todl-makers and tool-users.
Their t>ols were, to.be sure, of the rudest description; but they have
outlsated the renains of the menýthemseives. The direct ovidence
as to the persoual %truetdre of primeval =axis conflned to a few
reamains of bones, more ParticularJy- te two.portions of akulis. Of
the more ancient of the two1. the Engis shul), consldered by Sir
charlIez LyelI te be undoubtedly coiva1 with the mamnmoth aud other
.Pleistocene manimalia, %L~f. fluxloy* says. "It is, li fact, a fair
avex%ýige buman skhaH, wlch .migbt bave belonged to a philosopher,
or might bave containeilthe thoug4tless .brÀia of a savage."ft

The nature.of -the- stone axes and axrow-heads, the flint-fiakes, the
lxine avis, &o., uneaxthedi by these diseovexies, la sufficientl.y famfliar
co the general rea-der, and it.s oaly necessaxy to state that.the earIiebt
specimens consist of unpolishea stones, rudely chipped.to the required

* Xra's PlacS In Nature, P. 156.

t Th* atiquity of t tttlthtndethùIs1oel,,wbi.b Si "the Tms4 Vît-tla rr
kewwi humzn Cr=I, 13sn4 3 well e %abUlid:.en.a Pi? 1x.boaI ys (xMens Pace
la sa1tue, yb. 159), ùtie "the $ossll rtmains of iâ ILierlo discovered do no cia tu Like wt
appreciabXy earer to t.he loiver pfthccold fotu:.."
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