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-
2 Sax. 22, 35.—~% He tcacheth wy hands to war."

As it is probable, that in the course of Provi-
dence, you will soon depart from thistoanother
station in the province, I have thought proper,
with a view to present to you, the morul and
religious bearing of the matter, to address to
you, while the opportunity lasts, a few observ-
ations on the nature and the duties of your
calling. It is not unknown to me, that in this
country where any foolish opinion mav have
its advocate, that the profession of a soldicr has
been represented to sume of you as inconsis-
tent with the religion of Christ. Thereisa
sort of plausibility and glittering in the argu-
ments usnally adduced, and it is desircuble that
vou should be warned against them, that no
sgnorant and talking person should have any
influence upon ybur convictions. As to the
duties of your profession, you have long had
the reputation of an exemplary correciness in
the discharge of them—a reputation that has
not diminished since the time you were quar-
tered here, and whish I tsust in God never will
be diminished by any conduct of yours, either
in the sunshine of peace or n the tempest of
war; and in alluding to those duties, I am
moved by a warrantable jealousy of the honora-
ble conduct of my kinsmen according to the
flesh, the willing subjects and defenders of the
British Crown, rather than any particular ne-
:,essity, that requires your being admonished of

hem.

The profession of a soldier is one which the
soldier has no reason to be ashamed of. Iec
may always give if he pleases, a svfficient
reason for his adoption of the calling. He
msy engage in it without scruple. He may

continue in it innocently and with the approba-
tion of his conscience, and he may discharge
the severest duties of it with a perlect coufi-
dence that he 1s acting a part honorable in the
eyes of men, and well pleasing in the sight of
God. There is no objection of the ignorant
and disaficcted, no vbjection of the fanatical or
spuriously religivus person, but may be fairly
obviated and proven absurd.  You may always
render 2 reason for the faith that is in you, and
proclaim with the bolluess of a servant of
Christy, and with the courage which naturaliy
belongs to the race of the British islands, that
your cause is unexceptionable, the cause of
mankind and the cause of God.

But in order to praceed with some regularity
in the obserations I shall address to you, we
may first advert to the nature of the military
profession, and in the sccond place to the dutics
of it. .

Now, as to the nature of the military profes-
sion, we say, it is a lawful one. Wesay, it is
has the sanction of God. There are many
cases in which war had the command, the posi-
tive injunction and commund of God, forthe
undertaking of it. Moses, by the instructions
of God, said to the Ismeclites, “Avenge the
Lord of Midian, and Samuel gave orders to
Saul, to smite Amelek and utterly to destroy
all that they had.” For the lawfulness of war,
we have besides, the example of holy men, of
Abraham, of Moses, of Joshua, of David, and
others, all unquestionably guided in every im-
portant action and conjuncture by the Spinit of
God. You remember that the approbation of
the Most ITigh was remarkably expressed, when



