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T Eshall search. the Soriptures in vain
~'te find, a portion better fitted for

mneditation at the beginning of a New Year
-thaii the chapter ini John's Gospel which
-records the sublime intercessory prayer of
-our gracious iRedeemer, uttered ini view of
the near accomplishmen.t of Ris Dlivine
:Mission, that ail lis believing, people, to
-the end of time, xuight be united, in and
'Lhrough Him, to one another. Ail the
more should, it corne home to every one of
us for the reason given-"l Th.~ the world
may believe that, Thowu haacý set M"
'The same idea is emphasized with equal
force in another connection, where it is

* said, l'By this.shall ail men know that ye
:are My disciples, if ye have love one to

.aohr"That the early Christians rightly
* interpreted the signuificance of this argu-

Mnent is attestod by .1aul when ho declares
that 1'Nothing shallbe able to separate us
îfrom. the love of God which, is in Christ
Jesus our Lord." Were ail professing
'Obristians to realize that unbelievers every-
'where are stili lookiug to themn for evidence
-of t'ho sincerity of their love to cJh11.js4 and
te ene another, such as the Saviour himself
prayed that they miglit exhibit, scepticismn
aWd, infidelity and heathe'nism would soon
eoine te an end; for it dos not admit of a

dloubt that the divisions of the Christian
Churchi-many of them. founded ou prin.
ciples and prejudices of littie or ne reai
importance-have done, and are doing, more
to retard the evangolization of the world
than almost anything else.

Yet, it is pieasi-ng to notice that the
tendency of the tiines we live in is to
ininimize these difforences and to attach
increasing importance te t'he essential truths
which Christendom holds in common. This
is seen ini those Conferences and Councils
which, especially during the last quarter
of a century, have brought. Christian% of
different denominations together and have
rnade them. look each other in the face
while they consuited in regard te the
extension of' their conimon faith. ,ýot only
has there been thus revealed au carnost
longing for more of that unity of spirit
which. ie the true symbol and bond of
Christian fellowship, but iu mnany quarters
there is a desire for t'ho -visible and corpo-
rate union of churches that acknowledge
IlOne Lord, ene faith, oe haptism" lIn
our ewn country, more particularly, Episco-
palians and Mvethodists, Congregationaliats
and Presbyteriane, are beginniug seriously
te ask 'what it ie that keeps thom apart.
0f course there are difficuities in ths way
of erganlo union as there are in the way
of attaiziing anything else that la werth


