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COTTAGE ACCOMMODATION IN THE
Vi VJL U I l1 1.

Ainong othor inattors discussod nt tho
Ineeting of the National social Science ýAs-
sociation held in IDubliin last month, 'vas
the drainago *f towas, and the propor ap-
plication of hosewvago to ixîcroaiso the
wealth and agricultural l)roduce of' tho
country. The subjcct was introduccd by
Lord Talbot do Malahide, ivlo prcsidcd
ovor the departinont of public hcalth. lis
lordship obsorved that Ilho would ho
ashained of England's distinguislicd civil
onginceors if' they did flot solve this difficuit
question in our timo'" And yet it is cin-
phiatically the qucstio vexata of the age.
IVe ail le the importance flot only of se-
curing officient town drainage, but also cf
turning the sewage to, a profitable accouât
as a fcrtiiizer of our soils. Its value as
such is well known, and the subjeet lias
been v'cry thoroughiy 'vctiiatcd-thuiiks
to 31r. Alderman Mcli, among others:
but hitherto engincers and chexnists aire
alike, puzzicd te find out how it is te bo
donc. The man who is te do it is only
"the corning man " as yet. In Montreai

the want of proper drainage and sewerage
is tcrrihly feit; but those whio ouglit te
move in the matter continue to fold their
.bands. There ean ho littie doubt that,
with oare and precaution, the revenue that
miit ho dcrived fromn disposing of' the
contents cf good public sewers, would in a
few ycars pay the cost of constructing
theni. But, so far as 31ontreai is con-
cerned, it looks as if it would be reserved
for the next generation to begrin and finish
any imbfrovement of the kind.

There, was another subjeet of inuch in-
terest te 'which bis lordsliip aIse rcferred.
3Vo nican the improvement cf' the dwcllings
of' faru labourers. Ris iordship said:

IlThe amelioratica cf the dwcllings cf the
towa and country population belongs more te
social ecenomy, but, as it lias attractcd se
mucli attention in our section, it may be Well
te give a short statement cf the stops which
,are being taken in this ceuntry te ixupreve their$
construction and saaitary conditioa. Sir Wil-
liam Semerville bas excrtcd himself te obtain
twe acts cf parliament for carrying eut this
objecte particularly in the case cf sottled and
iacumbered estates. Bis last acte for ebtain-
iag boans frein the Exohequer Gommissieners
fer this purposc, places the superintendence cf
these erections under the Bloard cf Works, Wbo
bave lately framed soma excellent plans and
estimates. Theso measures were necessary fer
the parpose cf clearing away soma cf the great1
difficulties 'which beset the question. 0f course
the stateocf the peasantry, altbough mucli !i-

proved witlin the last tcn years by the joint in-
flmexîce cf eniigration and Iiiglier wages, 15 far

Ifrein satisfiîctory ; but if. varies iii diWcorent parts
of the country. Thelî Royal Agricultural Society
cf lrelaud lias oIl'ered four gold mnetals for tlîe
o rection cf the greatest nimnîber cf ae-wly built

jlabeurers' cottages within each province, the

tages in cadli province; a gold inedal for tho
greatest iîunber of newly-ereted cottages ia
cachi county, a silv'cr moedal for the greatest
nuxaber cf îîewly-erçected cottages wvitlîin tlîo
district cf ecd local society, nad co for the
greatest number cf iinproved cottages 'vithin
each local society. Ilesides tlîis, tixes is tho
Loinster Challenge Culp for the person Whoe
shail have erected duriag the year the greatest
number cf aîîprovcd labeurers' cottages in aîîy
part cf lreland. Tlîe conditions for tlîe erec-
tien cf new cottages in aîest respects follow
the requiremoats cf Sir Wm. Somnerville's acts.
Itecannot bc said tliat oxir Royal Agricultural
Society bas, in tlîis respect, been behind the
spirit cf tho age. Ia erecting cottages thoero
are many points which requiro consideration.
1. They mnust net hu toc expansiveo; for, in se
great a work it is advisable te make the outlay
as nearly reproductive as possible, and unless
this is donc it will net bc in flic power cf a
large number cf landowners, bowever Wall dis-
posed, to co-eperate as they would wishi. 2.
Thecy nmust net be toc large. If tb'3y are se,
instead cf impreviag tlîc condition cf tlîo in-
mates, you tempt them te take in lodgers, and
make theni over-erowdcd. For a niarried

i couple, without children, two rooms are suffici-
ent, with the necessary offices. If t.bej have
children cf both sexes, tliree are ak%solutely
nocessary. 3. They slîould have nîl, %viere it
is practicable, a garden, net a large one, or
more than a rood. This v'ill enable tlîem te,
ho sclf-supporting, and bc a great source cf
comfort te tho inhiabitants. I believe tlîat mest
influential landowaers in Ireland are deing
sometbing in the way cf improvement. Lords
Digby,Clermaont, and Bath have led the way, but
it must ho somo years before ive can put our-
selves on a lovali witb our fellow-countrymen
cf Great Britain. With the eretion cf soma
respectable dwelliags, aanitary measures must
go lîand-in-band, and I have ne doubt that
visiting cemmittees, if they steer clear cf pro-
selytism, will bie ablo te ivork extensive good;
above al, if the clergy of ail denominations
enter warmly into tlîe geod work the benefit
will hoe rapid and incalculable."

Lord Talbot's definition of' what labour-
crs' cottages ouglit te ho, should ho taken
as the rule hy ail who contemplate carrying
0o1 this important improvemiont; for it bas
net unfrcquently happened that promising
sohemoes have hoen iiippcd in the bud,
simply froui the uepnse-the ncedless ex-
ponsc--which lias attended the orcetion of
newv dwellings cf this class. In this country
wbere tunber is se ahundant, and whero
new settems are comipelledl 10 eut it down,
most conifortable and sufficiently roomy


