
bcti' ijîuished. The wails ame pieced ilmarbie. These decorations are 'aft*i-
%vit.à gret indow~s, (bat wvei e forinerly 1butcd to St. Hellen. 'treceivê& né'
ornanientcd wvith pictures ini Mosaie, lighit fr-om %vithout, but is lighted by
an4. passages froin Scripturc in Greek thirty four lamps, the girts of d fferent
and Latin, the traces of wichel stili princes. At the castern extremity of
remain. l'le Christian sert of (ho Ar. tîjis grotto, is the spot %vhere the Virgin

ieîuians are in possession of* the nave 1 gaie birtli (o the Piedenier of mnan-
dess-ribe. Th-s nave is 5eperated from This place is disting-uishied by a white
the three otb'er [)ranci es of the Cross mnarbie flag, encrusted ivith jasper, and
by a wvatt, and in such, a uianîler tlat surrounded bya cirel e of silver, which
the Church is not nowv united to, it.- is radiated ini the formi of a suni. Tbtie
XVhen youi pass this %vail, )-ou 1111( your. %vords are eugraved around it
sell'oppositi- the sanctuary of the choir, hidVegeJlia
islîi occupies the top of .tlic cross.- Je, dCléislus YztMarEst

Tbid choir is raiftd tb.ee sceps above Here, of the Vïirgin 4,1a.ry,
lhe nave. WVe there saw an altar, de- L-sus Christ was born.
.dicated to the Maigi, and on the pave-~
ment it the foot ofthe àitar, observed a A iarbie table, that serves for an aitai
-star of Narble. rests agitinst the rock above th P P'lacç

Tradition says (bat this star corre.s- wvheîe the Mcssiahi ias born. This 2P-
ponds with the point in the heavens, tar is iicbted by three lamps, the Iinest
wvherc the rniraculous star that coiîduct- of wvlîiclt was given by Louis XIII. Se-
cd the three kcings to this plave, rested.vn tp frmhi soearte

Cerainit s, hatthespo iverethesouth, you find the mnanger, and descend'
Saviour wvas born in the sublerranctits to it by twu steps, foir it is no na te-
Church of the Manger, iî perpendicu- vel with the rest of the -. ioto, but sutik
Iarly under this miai ble star. The in the roek. A block of ivhite marbie,
Greeks oecupy the sanetuary of the Mla- raised a foot aîid a halr above the soit,
gi, so thiat the two lother Iirnbs Of t;)e ani excavated in the fori of' a crâdle,
cross arc ivaste, an d %vithout altars.- indicates the place where th)e'Sovereign
Two stair cases, of fiftecn steps eaeh, of Heaven wvas laid upon straiv. At two
open at the two sides of the exterior parcs opposite the cradie is the place
Clturch, and descend in the subterra- wher2 Mary sit %vhen she presentedtiîe'
neous ChurLil under the choir. TFiiis: Child of Soito% to the adoration of the
is the place that has been levcer revered "three kimis. Nothing, eau be more de.
as tli, birth-place ofthe Lord. Before li ihful than tis subterraneous Church.'
ive entercd, the superior put a ivax it lis enticbed with juietures fromu thé
Iight into miy hand, and mnade a shoit Italian and Spanish seholois. Theg-
exhortadion. neral ornainent of t'he manger is blue

Thle holy grotto is irregular, becau5e sitin, cnibroidcred with *silver, and' in.
it occupics the place of the stable ani cetise burns withoiît ceasing bc"fore- the
mnanger. [t is hiirty seven fcet and a cradie of the 'Saviour. IL have seeri the
haif iong,) eleven feet wide, and nine; inhabitants of this desert commanicitie
feet higli. It is eut iii a rock) the %vatt at the altar of the M.%aý' 'i,*ith a teIl'oùr
of which is encrusted wit h marbie, and piely unknown ;o the iChistirn's 6*f'
&ad the pave~ment isi also oi' precicous tthe west. No place jp .prltiiii


