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lost a sgreat force when, to the regret of aIl his colleagues, lie
withdrew fromi it in 1893. Many a kindly act lie did, whichi
the newspaper world knows not of, mnany a frîend shielded or
helped, many a genercùus sparing of the fce. Kribs was a better
man than many who talk more and do less. He dropped out
of the active strugglc without an audible murmur over his
misfortunes or a single reflection upon the political party which
s0 poorly requited his services.
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RIGHTS 0F- Tiff PRESS IN QEIEBEC.

T HE law of libel lias received a further interpretation by a
decision of Chief justice Tait, ini the Court of Review, at

Montreal. In the case of Demers vs. Graham, a charge of
libel was made by the plaintiff for the publication, in The Star,
of procecdings that took place in the Police Court in September,
1896, when the plaintiff, Mr. L. N. Demers, a lawyer, was
charged with theft, but was acquitted.

Judge Dcsnoyers, at the time, said that no proof had been
adduccd to show an intention to defraud, and he therefore
acquitted Mr. Demers on the charge brought against him by
Eugene Globensky, a printer. It was to the effcct that Mr.
Demers had dcl rauded him of a factum worth $40.

For the publication of the court proceedings, the proprietor
of The Star was sued for libel. The trial judge held that the
report was a privilcged one and the defendant had a right to
publisli it ; that it was published in the interest of the public,
and in good faith, and that the plaintiff had suffered no
damage..

The case was then carried to the Court of Review, and, in
giving the present judgment, Acting Chief justice Tait said that,
after carcfully examnining the articles printed and the authorities
citcd by the parties, hie had come to the conclusion that the
former judgment was correct. It scems to be the jurisprudence
of this province, also that of France and England, that a news-
paper docs iîot incur rcsponsibility by puhlishing a true and
honest report of the procecdings in a public court of justice,
although such a report might be injurious to the character of
any individual. There did flot appear to be any intention of
malice, and it appcarcd that the articles complained of were a
fair report of what had occurred, and that the plaintiff was flot
entitled 10 damages. The for-mer judgmcnt was rnaintained,
justice Mathieu dissenting.

JVDGE WIJRTELE ON TUEf PRESS.

J UDGE WVURTE LE as a rod in pickle for newspapers who
go in for undue sensationalism. In bis address to the

grand jury ait the opening of the Court of Queen's Bench the
judge said :

I cannot refrain from rcgretting, as I did once before in
addressing another grand jury, the publication of extremely sen-
sational articles and pictures in many of our newspapcrs, with
reference flot only to thie murders and other capital crimes which
have occurred fromn time to time, and to the judicial proceedings
which have taken place respecting them, but also with reference
to the personality of the prisoners who were on their defence.
Such articles and pictures arc flot required to convcy to the
public the information to which they arc entitled, of what is
happening; and whilc a moderate and thoughtful article can
form and direct a proper public feeling, h~ese sensational arti-

cles and pictures, on the other hand, only pander to the imagina
tion and to morbid feelings, but also incite to crime, and were
hurtful to the administration of criminal justice, as they tended
imiperceptibly to influence the minds of persons who might be
called upon to act as jurors, and thus bindered the selection and
formation of impartial juries. Under the law as it stood, how-
ever, the publication of such articles and pictures could be
judicially suppressed, and if he drew attention to this matter it
was only so that he mnight at the same time express the hopèJ'
that the evil, if it could flot be abated, might at least be sensibly
lessened by the influence of an awakened sane public opinion."
His honor further said:

IlThere is another thing in this connection which is much to
be deplored-it is the fact that reporters are allowed to inter-
view prisotiers for the purpose of publishing articles describing
their appearance and demeanor, and giving their sayings. The
publication of these articles is certainly productive of no good
and only gratifies the morbid curiosity of inconsiderate people.
Prisoners have rights like other people, and for a reporter,
without their invitation or consent, to intrude upon them and to
interview them is an encroachment on their privacy to which
they should not be subjected. In fact, none other than the near
relations and intimate friends; those having urgent business, and
the counsel of prisoners awaiting trial or under sentence in
capital cases, should have access to them.

IlBut this is a matter whicb can be regulated by the rules
and regulations of the prison inspectors or by an order from the
Provincial Attorney-General to the sheriffs, and I believe that it
will be sufficient to draw their attention to it."

à~O.w gag... apggp @elle'

ENYELOI>ES
For Business Envelopes our "4Paris,"

goLondon," and siC. P. Speclal" IlUnes
arc unsurpassed.

"THE PARIS," our newest line, is an ex-
cellent color, good body, and low
in price.....

BLANK BORDERED ENVELOPES in
white or silurian, at reduced prices.

Prompt shipment and carerul attention
to LETTER ORDERS.

_____V

CANADA PAPER CO.
LIMITED

Paper »Ukera and
Envelopo »anufacturers

TORONTOJ
MONTREi

AN~ID E

s OBUS uS OS S 55 S S S SwS.4*S~O.4

March, 1898


