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~a,% logs, il would ccrainly men the closing of
Our ilar.kets to the greater portion of our lumber.

Tlie letterS fromi prorninent lumbcrmcn printed
on another page arc wvortlîy of the consideration
or tile trade. lion. J. B. Snowvball, probably
one of tiie ltest iîîlormcd lunîbermen in Canada,

points out that in mn>' foreigii couintrics tiierc
are splendid opcnliligs for the extension of the
Canadiar. lumiber trader particular>' in manifanc.
tured and partial1>' manufaictured stock. Jîstoiad
o! our luniber finding a market in the Utltedt
Statcs, it %vould be slîipped abroad and Nvould
replace tiie luniber %viiclî k now bhippcd frutti
that country to thec forcign markcets. Wittî the
m.w il aterial at our door, it seerns strangc indecd
that thc United States should export ovcr four
timies as mueili lumiber to forcign couintries as
Canada. But tvo essentials arc necessar>' beforo
any grCat lev'elopnient can be expccted, naniely,
the investnîent of considcrablc capital ian u
facturing plant, and a boetter acquaintance witl
the requirernents of foreign markets.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
liS t thc nîcthodis adopted b>' our Anîcrican

cousins for thîe extenlsionl ot trade and a~ botter
acquaintance of their customers are wvortlîy ol
the consideration of Canadian lumbermien. WVu
note that arrangements are being completcd for
an excurbi in of easternl retait lumbermien to thîe
Pacific coast, wil the object of inspecting the
tîmiber of tlîat section of country, mucli of wh'li
finds a market iii the Eastern States. The pîîrty
tvill beave Minnecapolis on the 2 îst of July,
and will be entertained b>' the Puget Sounld luiîî-
bermen.

IT is a sigiîificant fact that maznufatctturers who
have felt thle sharp edge of competition tel the
least extent are those whose milîs are equippied
with iniproved machiner>' and appflances. Thero
aire mnifacturers who are running along year
after year with an equipment wvhicli nay hanvo
been considercd modern twventy-five years 8901
but for %ehiclî there ks no place at the present
day. They cannot understand wvhy tlîcir neigli.
bor can underseli themn in the same market, anîd
under procisely the same conditions, but the
dacrt frequent>' lies in the adoption of uip-to.

date .ahinery, by wvhich the maximum of pro-
duction is attained at the minimum of cost.
During liard times the tendency is no doubt to-
wvards a curtailment of expenses, but nionoy
spent in Llîeapening the cost of production ks nt
ail timies nmoney saved. The live manufacturer
is constantl>' on tic watch for new ideas.

TuE adoption of an alien labor lawv by the
C,înlidïin gov ernment, wvhich at lime of writing
beeiii. pro'bable, is a stop in the righit direction,
\Vhile not in accord with the principle involvcd,
we helieve thîe government of this country is tully
justitied hli taking such action, in vicev of the
unfair tr,.stinnt wliich bas been accordcd Cana-
dianb b> the United States governmrent. Theo
bill ats framcd onl>' applies to ,,ach couintries
as -,hall enact a similar law. So Ciar as thc lum-
ber itndtistr> is concerned, the bill is certain to bc
in fatur of Canadian workmen, as a very largo
numnbL of men are brouglit each yea~r (rom
Michigan to work in the lumber wvoods ini the
Georgian Bay' district. In the maritime pro.
vince% the situation is different, and probably a,%

I
mîîîîy Cutnad<ianîs find cmploymcnt in the wvoods
of Maille ais there are Americans engaged to work
on theo C..aîadiîu skie.

Tilit conîtention of Anicrican manufacturers
duit lunîlic %vas produccd in Canada mîuclî
clgaiur titan lit the Unîitcd States lias beeîî sorte-
wliitsiaittereti by a report made by the Labor
Coîiiiiisqiosncr of the United States, slîowviîg thîe
cost of production inl tlîe two couintries. The
statisities woe conipilcd froni the books and pay
rolle of lunîber eonccriis in the Ottawa district
on the one hiaud and ini Wisconsin and Minnesota
on1 the othier. WVhite the average wages iii saw
iills lii the United States are slîown to be $1.71

puor day, anîd in Canada $1.41, the average labor
cost of one tliousaîîd feet is given as 91 cents la
theo United States and $1.23 in tlîis country.
Tils discepaincy ks accounted fur b>' the im-
proved miacliincry uscd in the Unitcd States.
'l'lie cost o! logging in Canada is also shown to
bu grenter by $i.3o, making thîe actual labor
cost of producing one thousand feet $î.6o
greniter li Cuîada titan in the United Stateb.
Adld tii tlîis the additional price paid in tlîis coun-
try for tituber linîits, and wve fait to sec wvherein
Amierican mnîîfacturers have suffered from
tjic allegcd Il rminous Canadian competition."

Livî'ît reports recciv.cd at tlîis office regarding
the condition of the lumber and shingle trade of
lrittsli Coluiibia are of an encouraging nature,
and tend to the belief that manufacturers in that
province have cntcred upon a newv and more
prosperous era. During recent years of generat
business depression, probabi>' no section of the
Donion, so far as the lunîber trade is con-
coraied, lins suffcrcd to, a greater extent than
Blritish Columbia, wvhere the price obtained for
ttuniber bas beca vcry little greater than the actuat
cost of production. And so with the shingle
trade. Soniie nianufacturers ceased opemating
thiair tutus ratlier tlîan carry on business wvithout
aven rcalizing the interest on the money invested.
Tite wvsdoni of this action is nowv proven. The
illirket litis become bare of stock, and the de-
mand lias incrcascd to a point where it is reascn-
able to cxpect tliat more remunerative prices witl
bu obtaincd lit an carl>' date. The foreiga trade
for tie first four months bas shown a marked ex-
paniohn, anîd is, we believe, capable of still
furtlier devetoprnent. The efforts to re-organize
the tunîber combine, for the purpose of con-
trolling the foreiga trade, have so far proved

DOMINION GOVERNMENT TIMBER LANDS.
'li tituber lands owned b>' the Dominion

goteriiiiienit enibrace those in Manitoba, thc
Nortlî-west Territories, and within the railway
boIt ia thxe province of British Columbia. Ac-
cordisig to the annual report of the Department
of laterior, thec timber ducs collected in this
tarritory in 1896 amounted to $69,646.25, being
less titan the previous year b>' $3,504.48. Of
the revenue dcrived from timber, $18,793.96 wvas
for botises, ground rents, royalties and ducs on
timber cut fromi lands in the railway boit in the
province of B3ritish Columbia, being a decrease
0( $4,7914l9 as conipared with the previous year.
Thea total revenue received from timber in Mani-
toba and thec Norttî-west Territories wvas $1, 128,-
i G. aS, anid the total revenue froni tumber within

Uhc railway beit ini Britisli Columbia up to
the sanie date $294,450.55. Duriîig thîe ycar
34,817,909) feet of Illmber wvcrc mala-illcttured
froîîî tinîber cuit undclr licansc. fl the W.iinnipeg
agcncy, wlîicli comprise.% M'anitoba and portions
of Assiniboia and Saskatchecwan, tie followiuîg
(luantities of tunîber w'ere sold :-

Feci.
Catndiani pille (front Labo of tite Wo'odsI). 42,000,000
Caiadianl pille (front Fort WViiîam) ......... 2,oo0,00o

Camiadian ~ ~ li sprce(mn:fa turd u .î,ubit) 15,48îS,î 8.
Ulniîed Sîalcs pimie nd oak ...... . ...... 7a74

a:shibla predlct% tapploxiiwaeiv>. 10.0S0,zS

Folbowing ks a comîparative statenment of the
average prices of lutilber wvitlîiî thîe several
crown tinîber agencies during thîe past twcelve
years. Thîe cost of thîis article to the sotlder lias
been ver>' mucli rcduced withiî tlîat time

l'Cr NI 'e St 'eV il 'e
Winnipeg .... $13. to $25 $17 $87 S t9 $16-45
Ilmokdon. 20, t0 22 15 15 23.4%
WVbiternoutti il t a si .... ....... .t Io
Cal arv 2% to 30 $8 tu 16 8to 96 $81o$16
Fort Mc.o.. 30 10 10a ta 6 13 t0:6
1.etlibridge q ta 16
l'rince Albert. 0 t 5 1 a 25 8t _ u 2
Edmamnon .5 30 a P$ 18t 3 81 si tu la

BritM Ooulba . .... . 7 10 9 lltu ga

Returns reccivect b>' the Departmnent give thec
following quantities of building material as liav-
ing beeni manutfactured and sold during thec year
wtithin the ive Domîinion agenies :

NMa.ntifaetiiîrcd. Sold
Sawn luîtinher ....... 34,817,000 f'eet 32,545,72 fcct
Sîtilgles ...... ...... 3,615,948 ~. 3,438.839
Laîlîs. 338.0g3 45(),375

Thec areas licensed ini thîe province of Manitoba,
the tlîree provisioîîal territorial districts, and on
Dominion lands ini the province of British Colum-
bia, are as followvs:

,Manitoba. 65-7
Alberta ................ ........... i, 3o8. 15
Assiinibuia .. ...................... 95.00
S--skaîlchcwaî:.8........ ............. 246.54
BlritistIi Coltunbia .................... 370.03

The figures below show the aîînual receipts
from timber dues since 1873 -

1873..........................S $ SC)25
8874 _1,78055

1 975 ... ................ 2,33.; 25
.870 ................ ................ 38700
1877 . 32000

1879 ................................. 325 00
1880 25,121 46

1 88 ... ... .... .. . .... 32,02S .14
.88z............ ................. 58,753 84
1883. 90,06646

1884................ ....... 147,983 10
a 885 ............................. 87,474 9

1 887 63~,111 74

.888 ............................. 94,964 55
1889 P 90, 90 00
1 8<>o -84,642 Q>5
1891 ........................... .... 902P902 71
892 t . ,461 .15

189.1 io,,86ýý 24
1894................................. 81,20051
189.;. 74,079 20
18«6) 61,923 47

A peculiar inquir>', not a littie out of the or-
dinar>', wvas received recentl>' b>' the Americani
Clay-working Machitîery Companîy, of Buc>'rus,
from a business mari o! Saginawv, Midi. Thîe
request wvas for figures on a machine tii mix and
pug sawdust into shallowv blocks, to be used on
the market for firc-kindling. Thec intention wvas
to mix tie sawvdust with resin and oil, and aftcr
a tliorougli mixing, to pass it to a brick machine
to be pressed lighîtl>' into blocks about 12XI8 in
size, and thien cut automatically into slabs an
inîch or twvo in thîickness. Thie sawdust fire-
kindling of this kind s wveIl known on the mar-
ket, but the trouble bas been that the price is too
hîigli. The Saginaw man figures tliat b>' taking
the sawdust of several of the largest milîs and
liandling it in large quantities lie wvîll bc aîble to
produce a fuel whicli may not be limited to kind-
ting alone, but ma>', b>' naking it more compact
and lcssening thc cost of production, come wvithin
the realm ot possibilit>' as a fuel block.-Ohioi
State journal.
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