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THE CRITIC

Another count is added to the indictment sgainst the Euglish sparrow.
“ The ovwkine of the 10un ** says the Moutreal Witness, - have for a week
been full of the sweet song of the roseignol, or song sparrow, which fills
all the . ir with the tenderest melody, but of which we shall Likely hear Intle
more during the summer, ar since the invasion of his fiehting English
cousin, from wlom it 15 haid te di~irzuish him. poor rossignol has either
been barished or adepied wro the baser tribe und tost his song.”  There is
little doubt. we fear, that the ubiquiteus and irrepressible bird is a nuisance,
and it wow'd be well if there were as litle doubt of tho probability of his
carly externiination.

It is quite possible that, af'er all. the Pan-American Conference may not
be wholly unproductive of good It has proposed the negotiation of a
geperal treaty by all the watiens on this Continent for the settlement of
disputes that may in the future arise hetween any two of them,  The list of
questions i which iy 1s preposcd that arbitsation be made compulsory
includes mavters of diplin auc cuquette, terr 19rics, boundaries, questirns of
D8TIRAIOD, the enforcement, carstruction or validity of tresties, and con-
tontious arising from «ny cause whatever,  An exception 10 the rule ot
compulsery arburati n is propes d i cases where one of the disputing
nation believes its it dependence to be st stake.  This exception suggests
tematks which wauld be too lengthy for us to go into, but the value of the
proposition lies 1o the authoritalive recognition— the creation, it way indeed
be vaid—of « great nn ral force operating for peace, which, if duly raufi-d,
cou'd not be lightly d« fied. .

The « a'mighty dollar " worskipper, 10 whom all lesrning which does
not directly terd 1o the ping up of that commodity is as the crackling of
thorns under a pot, may txke warning as to the value of a little historical
knqwltdgc. from the awkward predicament in which the lack of that
desideratum recently landed an enterprising German photographic attist in
Constantinople, who succeeded in getting an excellent negative of the Sultan

~ &3 that august ruler was on his Wy to the mosque. The exploit, however,
Came Bear cosung the photographer desr. He was discovered, his instru-
ment smashed to pieces, and every vestige of the picture destroyed.  S:ill
worse followed, when he was arrested and sentenced 1o death—a penalty
that was charged, on the appeal of the German Ambassador, to 8 month’s
ymprisonment ar d banishment. The photographer's trouble all arose from
his ignorance of the fact that the Koraan forbids the repruduction 1n any
way of the human f.ce or figure.

Mr. Charlton, M. P. for the Nonth Ridirg of Norfolk, is, we believe, a
gentlemen of Amenican birth, and desirous of handing over Canada to the
Jand of his nauvity. He 15 great on statistics of the pessinistic characier,
which might be expected from his proclivities, and which are consequently
extremely doubtful and unreliable A correspondent of the Empire takes
this gentleman and others of the like tendencics to task us tollows .—
¢ Although I am considered tv be a Demaocrat and free trader, 1 cannot but
Jook with pity and loathing upon such misrepresentatives of Cana a as Mr
Chailton and men of thar k. Do they not know that thoy are making
fools of themsclves before the perple of the United Statesg ® ¢ ®
As one who has seen sumething of the betier civilization of Canada—too
Iate to make that country my home—I can only give her my good wishes.
Ma_y the Almighty Ruler of the Umverse protect your couniry from both
insmde traitors and outside enemies ”

The tone of the speech 1o the Ruichstag of General Von Caprivi, the
pew German Chancellor, really seems to indicate a desire to approach to
more consitutional methods of dealing with that body than the fierce
dictation which so often characienized the debiverances of Prince Bismarck.
1t would be premature to form any judgment of the rcal attitude of the
Impenal Ministers owards the German Parliament, but the Chancellor’s
address manifested mure of the wone of a responsible Minister desirous of
conciliating a popular assembly than the Reischstag has listened 10 for 2
long time, and nas censequently created a very favorsble imprssion and
elicited expressions of sausfaction from all parties except, it is said, the
Clerical.  Notwithstandir g the many rumots, which now, however, scem to
have 1o a considerable extent dird « ut, of diragreement between the Emporor
apd his mother, 1t may be afier alt that the Liberal constitutional vi ws of
;hat avgust Jady may not have been without their effzct on the mind of

er son.

The Svpreme Count of Wisconsin has recently rendered a singular
decision. _The Schoul Board of Egrrion in that State appointed the Bible
10 be read in the pubiic schuols under ns charge.  But an action was
brought agaigst it un the ground that the reading of the Bible consututed
sctarian instruction in contrevention of the organic law of the State.
Courts below upheld the Board, but the Supreme Court, on appeal, st aside
their decision on the grounds that “any pupil of ordinary intelligence who
tistens 1o the reading of the docinnal poruocs of the Bible will be more ¢ r
Jers insiructed theseby i the ductrines of the Divinity of Jesus Christ, the
@ternal punirbment of tue wicked. the suthonty of the priesthood, the
binding force and cfficiéy of the sacraments, and msny other conflicting
sectarian doctrines, ® * * which are not accepied by sowme religious
sects.””  There may be nothing new under the sun, but this decision
centsinly wears an aspect of novelty, and will no doubt be read with
indignation, yet it may be borne in mind that those who reject the above
snd other dogmas arc not the only persons who alse abject to the reading
of the Scriptures n the public schools.  The Supreme Coutt of Winconsin,
bowéver, will probably be thuught to be svmewhal two far anead of its

tumes.

In view of the appronching election of a new Provincial Parliament, it
may not be inopportune to ask who or what is a Libera), (for we dislike
the disrespectful term * Grit,” and never use it,) or who or what is a Con-
servative 1n Provincial politics?  In Dominion politics we take the broad
difference between the so called parties to have its basis in the discrepaat
cpuions beiween those who uphold, and those who disapprove of what is
called the National Policy, but there is no solid reason that Provincial
clections should be ir fluenced by Dominion issues, That with which the
local member is chicfly concerned is the honest and prudent appropriation
of Provincial Revenue, and whether he be in the ordinary sense of the
terms Ioberal or Conservative is of little consequence 80 Jong as he is an
able and honest administrator.  Such men when elected ought to enjay

immunity from the invidious personal attacks and acrimonious denunciation |

which discredit so many of our partisan sheets.

Emin Pasha is undoubtedly a leader and organizer of exceptional ability,
Cumulaiise accounts, however . scarcely leave us room to doubt that he is
endowed with an amount of eccontricity that may at any, time neutralize
the results of his beat work ; or, as in the case of poor Gordon, lead him
to court death where no reul call of doty demands the sactifice.  There is
nut much doubt that his irresolution at a critical moment involved the most
serious consequences to Stanley, and if the report be true that he became
posseseed by the notion that Stanley was more concerned abuut ivory than
sbout his rescue, 1t would certainly iadicate a lack of the faculty of correct
apprehension of charcter and motives. His implicit trust in his own
rreacherous people points also 1o this serious Jefect in a leader and ruler.
it has been vot seldum observable that a certain amuunt and kind of
resigious fapaticism, unless in men as stern as Cromswell, is apt to lead to
error in judgment at crucial moments, as in Gordon’s case. The Germans
seem to imsgine they have secured a prize in obtaining the services of
Euwin, but we are not much inclined to think the loss to England one to be
much deplored.

The St John Qlobe, taking the occasinn of the recent delivery of 2
lecture setting forth some of the Cinadian Northwest advautages, gets off
the following wail anent that territory :—* A day or two after the Citizen
published a leadiog editorial disating upon the ¢ magmificent possibilities’
of the country described by Mr. Gaetz, and upon its capacity ¢ to become
the huraes of m.ny millions of prosperous people.’ Well, why does it not
so become 7 What is there to prevent it ?  We have, at enormous cost to
old Cavada, buiit raiiroads into that section of the country 3 we have spent
muhans of dullars there to put down a rebellion brought on by mismanage-
went ; we have spent hundreds of thousands of dollars for surveys; we
have provided liberal homestead laws ; and e are spending almost eight
hundred thousand dollars a yeir to maintain police ; besides other very
large sums for the purpuses of civil goverament, and yet people slowly
occupy the land, and many after living a year or two there go to the United
Statea  What does all thismean ?”  Well, we should say it meant special
pleading and some assertion which is altogether destitute of proof. To
read this sort of thing any one would think there were not 10,000 people in
the Northwest iustead of hundreds of advancing settlements where, 15
years »go, the Jand was an almost absolute solitude. As we have more
than once before observed, the real population of the Northwest will not
be known until after the tnking of the census of 1891, after which.wo
suspect the population and exodus wail will die of inanition. Meantime
if ** manv after living there a year or two go to the United States” —beloved
of the Globe—it stukes us that we have heard of * many " also returning
thence wiser if not sadder men than when they enugrated, and of the
immigration from the land of cyclones, tornadoes, blizzirds, floods and
droughts of * many” who did not, in the first instance, make the Canadian
Nurthwest their home.

Mr Dewdney, the Minister of the Interior, has been reported as throwing
cold water on the 1dea of wngation for the North West.  If so he is, we
think, pursuing su ertonenus line of policy.  The agitation in the Territories
15 likely 10 coutinue und, as the country iucreases in wealth and population,
10 lead to practical results of great value. The case may be thus summed
up :—Here in the east our ramfall is well distributed and copious throughout
the whole year. The annual rainfall of Ontario is almost 33 inches, that of
Manutoba 1s ulmost 17 inches, but that of the Territories is oonly 11 1pch5'8.
or one-third as much us the precipitation in Ontario.  In the Territories
two thirCs of the total quantity falls within four months, and consequently
the ground on the opeping of spring holds little moisture to sustain the
growing crops under the bright suns and occasional scorching heats of the
North-West summer.  In Manitoba the inten-ely co’d and steady character
of the winter season allows of the retention of frost in the depths of the
soil 10 furmsh moisture to the plant roots until the crops luve attained a
good growth. In the far wastern portions of the Terntories the frost is not
nearly so intense or steady, and chinook temporatures of Go degrees or
higher in nudwinter, and seventie or eighties in early spring, prevent deep
freezing nod dissipate thé moisture before vegetation has begun. If the
summer rainfall of much of the Saskatchewan country is apparently sufficient,
the soil 1s 80 thirsty that it requires a wuch larger supply. gspcma_lly.on
light porous soils, than the summer raina afford. The North-West agitation
is justified by the exccllent results obtained in Washington and Montana,
where the ramfall is perhaps rather greater than in Alberta. There, with
nngauon works that cost only S10 per acre 1o construct, the crops have
been doubled in average yield. The more furtile and mure easily irrigated
plams and valleys of the Saskstchewan and Bow ought to show at least an
¢qual relative gain at smaller cost.  The question is evidently one of great

importance.
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