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AND MILITARY AND NAVAL GAZETTE.

"Unbribed, unbought, our swords we draw,
To guard thse Monarcli, fence thse law."1

OTTAWA, MONDAY, JULY 27, 1868.

Br the. kindness of a medical gentleman of
this cityWe have seen a copy of the Lancet for
the 27th June last, in which there appears
au article deserving the careful considera-
tian of ail who have the good of the Volun-
teers, as a reliable military force, at heart.
The writer of the article to which we refer
commenta severely upon the neglect, by the
authorities, of supplying adequate medical
attendanco te the Volunteers on the occa-
sion.9f the Review at Windsor; and the
utter absence of those provisions positively
reqi;ired when a large number of people are
brought tbgether, espeCially in the summer
season. Thecommonest precautions against
thse incidentai casualities of a field day and
the. neoessary arrangements for making the
efforts of the medical officers available,
aqein te have been altogether overlooked.
The folloing are .the. Lausc.*s rexnarks

fiLt is an unspeakable diagrace te the au-
thorities who superintend the Volunteer
force that, at the. review of Saturday last in
Windsor Park, thousands of honeet,, hard-
working Mem vho wiUlingly encounter assy
nffoessary fatiguo, trouble,, and «xpense in
their oountry's servc. should have been
exposed to treatment which would have been
barely excusable in an expedition into an

enemy's country, but which is simply dis-
graceful as occurring in a royal park within
twenty miles of tisis metropolis. We do net
care upon what details te illustrate the
sisareful incapacity whicis characterised
the arrangements, but need only refer te
one or two broad facts. About 27,000 me»
weme assembied-not suddenly, but after
days, nay weeks, of preparation; yet of
these the majerity were starved throughout
the whole of a day which, fromn the beat of
thse weather and the fatigue of the op emations,
Was one of exceptional severity. '! hese poor
feilows could net get food, and, worse than
this, a very large number could net get even
water until some geed Samaritans at Dat-
chet, Virginia Watem and other places, help.
ed theni, lato at night, te this simple restera-
tive. Worn eut with exposure te tie sun,
men weme falling eut of' the ranka in ail
directions, a.-d the uiiedical officers were
busy in doing what they could fom the suf-
ferera. But thieir powers of help were very
limited. Net a word cf information had
been conveyed tor them as te thse location of
any hospital accommodation or ambulance,
and they were left te administer what assist-
ance they couid -with a flask of brandy or a
word of encouragement. Thse day will come,
we are sure, when it will net be believed
tisat at thse present time thse medical officers
cf volunteers (the only oflcers whe have
really any serieus respensibility) are totally
ignored by thse aut.horities. They have ne
organization, ne chiefs, ne orders, ne appli-
ances. For yeams past they have been pro-
testing against the anomaleus position
which they are forced, utterly against their
will, te occupy. It is enly quite iately that
they again made an effort at the meeting of
tise National Rifle Association te remedy this
cvii, but of course unsuccessfully. The
blunders of the review at Windsor are
simpiy examples of tise samne incompetence.
which kilied thousands of our men in tise
Crimes,, whicis has over and over again
decimated regiments with choiera in India
by marches taken at improper times
and witheut proper preparations, aud
which enly tise otiser diay eutraged pub-.
lic feeling by sending a cavalry regimerit
from Hounslow without food or came for tise
men.. Lt is lamentable tisat, in a civilised
country in a state of peace, witis ample time
for prepamation, a citizen army of 27,000
men cannet take a walk in Windsor Park
wltisout suffering tise miseries of famine and
tist, experiencing heurs of delay in trans-
port, and finding tisat time is a reekies
dîsmegard on thse-part of tise authomities for
tise decent accommirodation cf thOse who,
under suciscruh acs necessitriiy break
down. Somewhere betwreen tise War O¶Qce
and tise commanding efficers >of réglimnts
tisere lies a weigist of responàibility for tise
unnecessary suffering of Saturday iht t t
wisicis we fear the public generaiy is met
alive. Volunteers wili do anything rather
than compiaincf privation; bat we are in a
position te say, from all we have leamut,
that tiseir treatiment aItishe lâte reve3w was
an instance of diegmaceful mismanagement,
a.nd, in tise name of tise médical officers we
protest againat tise utter want of systema
whicis entalis sucis disorder, .arnd.whlcis
threatens téen»tise reputation and sap tise
vitality of tise force."

Volunteers ove» more than a regular
force require te b.e provided .with provision.s
of water, food and medical tréatnsent when
brougist inte tise field e'ten for enly a few
heurs, and comme» humanity requîres that
me» wiso veluntarîly sacrifice tiseir tine,
business, and personai comfort in behaîf ef

the nation should have thse n60eoe~U
terhealtis looked after bythese: iij

handa they commit themaselves; for
impossible that they, in the 9Oiy~1
soldiers., ean make provision agah1to,
accidents, incident te their assumed PO 0-
A great outcry has been raised iMn1;09
against the Volunteers who teok Pal 'gb
Windsor Review for having brolce»u ro
ail mies of discipline, and, after the il
was over, making a granýd stampede for
homes; but, if what the Lancet 55115 e
reet, we ca» hardly wonder at suc),
clusion te the day. It is exeediiigl
as we know from experiece, t
discipline among tired, I4ungry and
mon. Aithough tise Enalisb Vo jtef

have in this instance laid themselvoo p
te severe reprehension, we think thoIbo
should and did neot make proper arrr
ments for their relief are thse real Parti-6
fault and to blahne for tise dizgrâcfOî0000t

The establishsment of a good and e
Commissariat and Medicai Staff for VO
teers sisould be, as it deseryvçsj, BPà
consideration; and we have coepi.d 4h.
going remarks from the L<ueas 91 -8
rmnarkable instance of thse dassge
from negleot of the8e primaryOI 5 '
tions te an armny in tise flefd;
when that army is composed of VOIU"00
te whom habits of restra.int and diC 1

are comparitively strange.
Should this country unfortunately iii

volved in war it is te tise volunteerst- for
government and people must look
defence and protection. This force àitb
able, containing the beet elementfs11
manhood of tise nation, sisouU ld o'.crf
attended to; for tisere in obn
sooner destroys thse morale of &DlY ""'>

force as a deficient Medicai and C01o
sariat Staff. At tise passage of *0'0
Mîlitia Act, which is to corne into foi"
tise lst of next Octeber, D)r. Grant,
an able speech i» thse Iouse of, Oe b
pointed eut how necesisary it.w*ssý?ô
Canadian M1ilitia te be srupplied w* 00
medical appliances, and, at bis sugg e
tihe linister of Militia iinterplated 0 » 'of
for thse due establishsment of t.his P&
tise service. By recent Generelth or
stepa have been talçen te secure be
vices of efficient niedicai office» foi'e
battalion; se tisat, as f*a çat pj
be done, tise authorities have. Dot
backward in tisis respect. te 0

In a former number of tise VOL
REvîsw we gave. our readeres a 4
paper from tise peu of-Dr. VanCoreltîiO"'.
Ottawa, in which mssy yaluable0 8099 à
tise fruit of muais ezperience, ,WeO 0

te the Medical members of theE'DoS. .01
This is a subjeot.of auhpt&- t

portance that no pains abogi O" Of
place iA upo . :thse b1t.possi bl of

efficiency,, .W. have, *il r&, 0 f'cO'
us have experienced, the Miser10l ,0
paigning with insufficent suppli88.


