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there is not time to instruct them proper'y
in camp--where thousands have to be rush
ed through their course in any way which is
a very bad principle to work on. I wished to
drill my men carefully in it, and their shoot.
ing shows that they do rot need il worse
than others. The firinga few rounds at home
—where they have plenty of time to learn
to fire and handle their riflesaccurately—will
do far more to make men good marksmen
than firing a thousand rounds in camp.

Now if it is not on the ground of economy,
it must be favourite-ism, and if itis, [ am
going to un-earth it and have the oftender
punished.

If on the ground of economy, I will let the
Government into a little secret and give
them a little of advice, whereby they can
gave sufficient money to supply every cap-
tain who ask for ammunition with all he
wants and give him that much assistance in
keeping up & national army. and not be
throwing impediments in his way.

As from the result of the vote /' Sir J. A.
McDonald's amendment, it is evident the
government is a free trade one—1 will not
ask for protection, but for a little more free
trade, as in some things we have to much
protection—to let some light on the subject,
I will mention coal oil—which in Cape Vin-
cent, just one mile from Wolfe Island, costs
10 cents per gallon and yet is sold in the
stores here for 35— that is, to those who will
encourage native industries at the rale or
95 cents per gallon. I am not one—as the
Yankee product is much the best.

Now not one barrel in 100 of thet which is
used pays the duty,and for this reason—It is
taked 150 per cent., or in other words, 15
cents per gallon, and when bought at that
is often sent back as being below standard,
when it is a well known fact that it is better
than the Canadian product. Now there are
a fewer number of men employed in the
manufacture of refined petroleum than al-
most any other product—for instance—Iron,
and yet iron is taxed 17} per cent for the
very highest grades, and coal oil 150 per
cent, and yet the oil is more generally used
than the iron—particularly and in proportion

~ Ly the poor.

I would like some protective M ., toin-
vestigate this and esee how many there are
engaged in the manufacture of oil and just
see what proportion they be:r to the con-
sumers, and whether the manufactures are
in any way related to members of the gov~
ernment.

Now if the government would do the fair
thing—give the manufacturers the 5 per

cent excise and 5 per cent protection, or
even have a fixed rate and say 5 cents per
goll excise and 5 cts per gall protection as I
" am abél}wer in proiection. and even then

it ‘would be taxed double as much as almost

, 6ther produot, Let the standard be de-
: :ﬁ:’oﬂh’ft& consumers and I will wager that

sore-oi 1d. .be smuggled ooross the
.&,r::rr:n?a'v‘::; ‘large amount of reverne
.., berealized. S
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Then let part of the money so saved be
givento the Volunleers in the shape of prizes
and ammunition, and they woull hear no
more on the subject from

J. H. Ravrorn,
Capt. No. 6 Comy, 47tbh Battalion.

To the Edilor of the VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

MoxTrearn, March 28, 1576.
Desr Sir,—The Militia Report for 1875
being at the present iime prominently be -
fore the public with the numerous recom-
mendations and suggestions for improving

amiss to ask the question—where are 8 suffi-
cient number of trained men to be had, and
by what meauns are they to be trained to
keep the Force in the future, up to the pre-
gent state of efficiency ? In the past we had
the School of Military instruction, which
have done great service in supplying the
volunteer force with a large proportion ofits
best trained and most efficient officers, non
commissioned officers and men, whose ser-
vices in the past during the Fenian excite-
ments, Red River troubles &¢, as well a8 at
the present time,when somany of the cadets
are to be found serving in the ranks of the
companies on service and the Monnted
Police on the plains of the Noith West,
ghows that the money expended by the
Country in keeping the schools open has
been of good service to the Country, and
of the fores, in furnishing so large a quota
to relizble and well trained wen,

In the past besides these schools we hail
the men of the British Regulir Regiments
who while serving here took their discharge.
and remained in the country, a great many
of whom joined the volunteer force.

Now that this source of obtaining trained
men is in & great manner done away with,
and the schools of instruction are abolished
with the exception of those in New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia, which are only opened
for a short time in the year, and the Schools
of Gunnery at Quebec and Kingston where
but few are admitted duting the year; the
Active Force will not retain its present state
| of efficiency unlcss something is done to
lsupply the vacuum that will soon be found.
A good plan would be for a system of drill
and Rifle instruction to be introduced into
the public schools by government co opera-
tion with the School Commissioners, this
plan has worked well in other Countries.and
even in Canada heretofore has worked well;
wherever cadet corps or Diill Azsociations
i have been in existence in connection with
i Colleges or Schools, the ranks of the Local
i Corps have been swelled by many a man
{ whoso military ardour was just aroused and
i whose first insight into a soldier's cluties was
" gained while at college or school.

i At the present time a Gientleman well
known in Miiitary cireles in Montreal has

gona heartly into the matter, being support-
1e(i by the commissioners of several of the
! Public Scl:ools here, and is having made

the present Active Force, it may not come |

in Arm drill,.a wood.
_en gun with malableiron, lock, trigger, and
“guard, that will fully answer the purpose and
"¢ be hud for something less than 50 cents
“each, which, when taking into consideration
‘ the beneficial results to be obtained, will
\ be found a very moderate outlay.

' 'T'his movement only requires the favourable
| consideration and support of the Govern-
!ment, to be of great service Lo the Volun-
“teer Force in the future.

; I 1emain Sir,

Your Obt. Servant.
KANUCK.

[for instructing the Boys

(FROM OLi OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
MoNTREAL, 318t March, 1876.

Our City Corps deserve credit for the
| weekly attendance at drills, which they
‘lhavekept up during the whole of the winter,
‘notwithstanding, the waint of proper ac-
{ commodation.
1 On Monday the 27k inst, the Victoria
i Rifles turned out in full force with their
'splendid band, cnd went through several
battalion movements in the City Hall, which
was densely crowded with spectators to view
i this favorite regiment,

Colonel Labranche is bLusily employed in
biinging the new Mount Royal Rifles into
perfect organization.

The Loyals or 5th Fusiliers are’expecting
the arrival of their uniform from England.
The band of this gallint corps under the
supervision of Mr. Hecker, late IT.M. 82nd
Regt..bave given somea very successful Con-
cnrtg in the Mechanics' Hall.

The Piince of Wales Rifles give their last
Social  Enlertainment on the 3rd of next
month, and it is mentioncd that Mr, Thomas
[urst, the bandmaster, who is 8o favourably
koown in Montreal as a vocalist (ready at all
times to assist at the concerts or musical re-
unions of the volunteer force), will be ten.
dered a complimentary benefit on his own
behalf very shortly.

Yew saddlery is much required for the
froop of Montreal Hussars, this corps is also
unprovided with cloaks, and is in point of
horse, and other appointments, far behind
the lately raised troops of Cavalty, who
have all Leen furnished with the new pat-
tern saddle, wallets, sabres &e.

Owing Lo the recent heavy fuall of snow the
streets of Montreal are in a shocking state,
and locomotion through pools of water and
other obstructions is at the present time any
thing but a pleasant undertaking,

"The Montreal Eventng Slar, a paper that
brings out any failings of the Corporation
in its duties to the citizens, impute the dis”
graceful state of the sidewalks to the negli
gence of the police in not forcinghousehold.
ers to atténd to the regulations for keeping
the sume in order. This is certainly a true
bill. X,

Nayigation on the Hudson i now regarded
as open. .




