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Tun Miasb COMLDIUN N olil LIS
ANMD AMERICAN CLAIMS
TUR REIVLT 02 TALIG LABINS =TWO PR QUSNT,
OF TO7 ENGLISH OLAIMS ALLOWKD, TUE U_S.
CLAINS [IKInCTED.

(From the Doston Jouwi nu',)
TOE LABOR3 LNDED,

The Mixed Commission on Biitish and
Amaricin Claims, n) printed  under  the
tweltth article of the Tieaty ot Washinpton,
ahich hiuy been in session sinee the thid
duy of June lust, has sdjmrned, having
mde its final awards and coucluded s
buisuess ouw day in advance of the time
fixed by the trewy, two sears {rom the
dute of its tirst meeting in Washington, oa
tho 2Gth of Septewmbor, 1871

TOE OBIEQS OF THI3 COMMISSION,

a3 defined by the witicles of the tee ity refer
red ¢, was to hear mn b deetda o1l elnims on
the put of the corporations, comp aivs o
P lvato individuals, citizens of the United
Statea, uaiast fireat Britadn g or sutyj-ctz o
Her Britsonie M jesty against the tiwern
ment of tue Umted Sistes, on account of
fcts commtied Ly Lue Gavernment of eithe
ounntry agstnst eitizens or sulgects ot the
other, hetween tho 1dth duy ot April, 1861
and the Yth day of Apiil, 1863, not beng
cliinis grining out of thn acts of vegsels
referred to in the lirst artiole of this troaty
enumaule bnown #a Alabamn Cleims, ad-
jasted at Geneva.

TRE COMPOSITION OF TUE COMMISION,

The Treaty o Wishingion provided for
thies cmnmusioners: one to ba o uned by
the President of the United States. one by
Hor Broannie M o ~tv, and thaed thio by 10
President -f the United States and e
Biitasinic Majesty counj nuily, Uhe oesidens
nauew ton. JamesS, Finzer, of ladi o fige
Justico ot the Suprena Court of th S tes;
Great Britain agpotated the Right Haogor .
able Russell Guruey. mewher ot Pashi.nyent,
memuer of Her o sty’s Puvy Couneil
and Reawder at the ity of Londou, 1
two Gavernments conjnntly selecied us th
Cuwuissioner C.unt Lous Ceni, Italia.
Munsior, .t Wasingown, wad Las acted ax
Presvleut of the Comunssion,  The Butise.
Government was {witiner veprosented  on
the Commissivn by Henry Hoaurd, £5q.y o
the Bisusl Legationd.t W shington, wie
acted 10 the Copreity vt agent. il Ly J uties
L. Culisle. Evg, ot Waslunztan, #s cattise.
Ha. Rwore 3. Hue of Naw Yk, wa
App nuted agent an Peounsel Inor th~ United
Siates.  Thomas C. Cox. of Geargetown D
C. s ucted a3 Secretary o the Crnnnssion,
Judge H.le was nssisted by E. [ Stustun
son of ex Seeretory St L. nud Gen B
Tiws,of New H.unpslire, who was euplaye..
particularly 10 Cestun unportaut Ouses 1
Arkansas aud Louisiina, kuown us tho Os
band raid cases.

TRE CHARACTCR OF TOS CLAIMS

which have been pnssed upou by this Com-
mi-sion is second only 1 Lmurtance o
thuse which weio presented to the Thibun ..
m Geneve.  The uuater of clatms presem

od uy Lun subj-cis o Her Biitannic M j-aty
againit tho tovernment of the U.ateo
States, was four hun-.red and seveuty eigut.
Awounung e the aggr gate 10 abuut ninety

five wiilivus ol dulims including intei%est.
Tuvre wero claims presented on behalt o
ciuz-as of ths Untted Stutes agiinse Hes
Bt tannic Mjeey 1o t! enumbor of winctern
»- ounting in 2!l to about ¢na million dol-

———

UF the ¢l s 0! Awmeticwn citizens against
lior Beitannic Mjesty. thirteon grow out
of tho St. Alhaw’s raid and the eapture of
the Phile Pusons on [«ke Erin; feur
cluims were for the detention at Calcutta
of vessels louled with adtpetro. Somo of
these cliims wera brought by citizens of
Bastan and prosented by ©° V. B.leh E«q..
neting ns attorney, The detention of ves.
sels accurred immedixtely after tha receipt
of tha jutelligsuco of the Trent aflir. and
when wr with Great Britain was hourly ex
pectad. Of the two rematning claims. ane
wag fop i tmgrovement in fire arms, which
had been ndopted and used by the Briush
Government nnd for the expulsion ‘rom S
Juan of an American citizen by tho British
Government, aurl consequent 103s of « lime
quirry,

The clnims which wora presonted on ba
listt of suhjects of Her Britiunio Majasiy
apeingt the Gavernment of the United
States were of every conceivable character,
from the loss of old cloihes siolen by
Sheim's buanners 10 a quickasilver mine
in Smte Clars County, Califorais, valged at
&4 80000, from which the cluimants.
Buton, Forbes & Co., were ejected by the
United States sutharities,

The ntermediste clims iucluded d sma
g wrising out of cipture, detention, andd
condemuation of vessels as prizes duclog
the war, the approprintion by the United
States Governwament of their cirgnes, anl
al3o of quirtermster's and commissuwy
starea in the Southern Ststes during the
rebelhion, the destructi n of property by
rebel forces, thealleged unl.wful arrest and
imprisonment of Briush sulj-cts, cliiins on
¢ mfederata bonds, cliima lor dumages in
vonseguence of the eneim st ol legadl tendor
act,by which Biiti-h oreditors ware co npelt
wd 10 neept gieennacks m hen of gold in
~ettlement of claims agiinst Ametic n citi-
zens and empormtions  These and 1 hun-
Jdied other clums  of simil o chiiractor wepe
presson oo tho attenaon of the Caminis-
son,

THHE WORK OF THE CuMMIS3ION

Upoa pssing awards upon these ehima
his bieen one of insuperdile labar.  Bich
chimant has been aliowed every opportani.y
or the establisitnent of lus clyim,  Ad¢ o
con~eqieence, an immstise mass of testimony
hay toen tnken, and in several indvidua,
cises teStim ny covering thous nds of oc
tivo pages bas been princed,  Testimony
fias heens taken in uealy, 1) not every, State
and Tordtory wn the United Ststes a all
thie Riittsh Provinces of North America. in
Mexicn, Enslinpd, Ireland and Ssoatland
and evesr g Egypt. Lo the taking of the
testimony the cldmants and their re«pee
tive governments have hueen repesented
by counsel who have been allowwd the
legest Lauule in tha representstion ot
therr severd cases.

TUE AWARDS OF TIIE O XMMISSION.

The existence of this Commission has
bron patent o only & small poirtion of the
veading publie, and yet their action bus
bgen watched withinteress, by the clainaty
an both sides of the Atluntic. Very rittle
b been said nbout this Com:mission, who
liave puisued therr lakors m Newport. at
the residence of Mr. King. siuce the 10th
of \ay Lust.  The amouat of printiug invol.
ved in the work of the Commission isim
wense the preazes of Washimgton, Baston,
New Yark, Charleston, S, C.. having been
employed in the reproduc-inn of the tesu-
mouy for the use of the Commissicn aud fo:
preservation.

Io making up their awards thie m- nbers

_of the Commission are supposed to hive
t hoen governed by n spirit of cquite and o
desive to_ preserve tho harmonious relations
whioh exist batween the two natiors whave
intorests waro involved i the contioversy.

WIOAT BNGLAND Ri.Cxivie,

‘Tho award of the Commij«im in the case
of auhjeatg of Her Britnnic Majasty agninst
the Govornment of tho Unit ed States nnum
bared ono hundred and nineteen, nnd
amaunted to one million nine hundred and
twenty nine thous:and and nineteen dellats,
or ubout to per cent. of the rmount
claimed.

AMBRICAN3 GRT NOTHING.

On ths other hand. tho climas of the
Awmericin citizons agninst the Governmmont
of Grast Britun are rejected on the princi.
ples of interantionsl law deerded at Geneva,
as it did natappenr that the Government
of Graat Britnin had nat exercised «due
diligonce to prevent thesa incursions fom
her territory neross the Lorder,

TUB DECISION I:iNAL

‘Tha decision of this Comtiission is fin
in every case that has been Lrought befoze
it. Tho final nwird of the ameunt which
the United States must pav on «ccount of
1l theso claims, has Uean signed in dupl,
nte, and a copy will be anmedively
transnutted to both Governments. This
sum, by thoe terms of the Treaty, must b
psid wittin ono year from the date af thiy
ind award  An approprinion for this par
posa will of conrse be mude by the next
Congross.

aNor pLTa s,

Bich Government pays its won Camnmis-
sinner agent and counsed ;f o othior expen-
ses are deTiyed by the two goveinments in
equil mbiuties, except thit § per cont. of
the xmount of this finid award is to bo de-
dveted ou fecount of contingent expenses.
Thoe iuterest in ths proceedings of the Com-
mission L apparentty  been andined to
the chiimnts wha have 4; » f holore i,

A SCUBIECT PO CING AL AN,

Tho general pablic ha knwwn hittlo i
-regard Lo it, yet copsilesing the magnitude
of the interests at stiks in thy considera-
tion and final deeision of enoraias ¢ aims
agiinst our gaverament. prozecated by the
Government of Greit Biitam in beh ol of
her subj-cts, niany of wiom hol long Leen
residents of this ounicy. mostly i the
Stites lately in  rebeliion,  iavelving
questiens of milityy nend snaitime as weill
as internationas law, theso proceedings are
tealy of greit natiensl importancs. and
that so ~mll n percentage of the chims o
1bly and persisteady prosecuted has fina y
been allewed is indead a matter of conge-tu-
fwtion as to auch aud all of those ¢l ims
embriced in thaTicaty of Washington. fuo
decis.on bas been in our fiavour in thn Ala-
bama claims st Geneva, in the fishedies, in
the navigstion of the St. Lawrence, and ot
lakes aud rivers connected with it in the
cluim to the lslmd of Sin Juan, by anard
of the Emperor of Germuny, and now linally
m an award ol but twoe percent. of tho
agount of clhims against our Government
by citizens of Great Britain, on account of
dauriges resulting from any and ail acts
done duriug the war.

TIUE FINALE,
I Tihe members of the Commission were
" eatertained at tho resldence of Count Corti,

i the President of the Commission. As &
Yhuppy finale, Mr. Gumey proposed the
[




