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AARCRES— HALTS— UNSADDLING AT NOON,

Wars ara made up of campaigns and
sieges. Campaigns are made up of marches
and batties. Cavalry takes part in both,
and excels in marches, Good cavalry can
exccuto stupendous feats in marching if its
horses are in good condition, but horses fall
away from fatigue and privation faster than
men. Weight and time tell on horses, With
a light weight and at & brisk pace, they will
execute far greater distances than if heavily
loaded and travelling slowly. Every moment
aload remains on their backs, standing or
moving, 1t 15 penance to them. Tho remo-
val of weight rests them very quickly. A
spare horse that has been led the samo dis
tanco as a loaded one, Wil seeim to bo per-
fectly fresh when mounted for a change.
Good fcod, plenty of it, dry quarters, and
room to lie dawn, will carry the horses of 2
regiment tiiumpliantly through the hacdest
marches, if they aro not loaded too heavily.

Keeping these landmarks in sight, the
principles of managing cavalry on the march
are not difficult to acquire.

In the first place, twith green cavalry and
experienced officers, theso last should see
that the saddling be careful,

If tho light McClellan treo without flaps
or saddle-bags, is used, and if the soldiers |
are restricted rigorously to a blanket and!
shelter tent, with one suit of linen under-
clothes, the weight of the packed saddle ex-
clusive of rations, ought not to exceed ten
pounds. Threo days’ grain in the grain bag
makes thirty pounds more, and five days'
rations ten more. Thus it will be seen that
thoe weight of r. saddlo with three days’ for- i
age and rations can Lo reduced to fifty
pounds, the ordinary weight of a dragoon,
saddle in Europo without & single pound of
food. Counting an armed wan at ono hun.
dred and filty pounds, it will thus be gquite!
a8y o bring the total weight on tho horse’
to two bundred pounds, a littlo over four. |
teen stone, at the commencement of the;
march, when tho hisrse ought to bo at his
best condition. As the march progresses,
the weight desranses, so that in three days
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nearly forty pounds have been taken from
tho. load. The average weight of our
future volunteer cavalry ought to be
brought to this standard, and the maxi-
mum of efficiency will be reached. Thete
will be room for medium sized men of stout
and activo frame,and neither will the horses
bo overloaded, mor will tho men be weak-
ling pigmies, theextreme that some cavalry
thoorists would lead us to A tnan under
one hundred and twenty pounds is nol
much use in a sabre charge, unless he is re
markably muscular for his weight. But
from ono hundred and thirty to one hun-
dred and forty pounds weight Lis often
turned out some of the mast furaudalle
and activity and skill with the
sabro will counterbal ince the re<t, Tor dis
mounted work, tho lighter and more sctive
a mean tho! stter,

‘The weight being reduced to the munimum
and the saddling attended to, the men
should be kept on fuol to the last B,
‘Tho practice of assembling miounted, aund
sitting on horseback, watching the rest of
tho column defile past, ull it s the turn of
the regiment to move, is bad, Brigade aud
division commanders shouwd always heep a
staff officer whose special duty it is b indi
cate to each regiment its place in the col
umn. In this matter it is for tho best to
keep the same officer const.ntly detailed |
for this duty, aud tu atlend to warclics and
camps in general. Such & practice is Lelter
than the rotation by different officers. 1
have seen both plaus teied, and the fint al
ways worked the best.

Regimental commanders should, when
waiting for the route, m1ss 1n columns of
squadrons, dismounted, and not move out
nil the leading regunent has fully passed.
It is not of near the same importanco in
cavalry to keep a column closed up as
fantry. If fighting begiag, itis quite ecasy
to trot up to save distance, and the advan-
tages of close intervals are ncutralized by
the dust at other times.

The first hour of a day's march should bLe
taken nt 2 brsk walk, when ahalt of five
minutes should be called. At such times
tho men should dismount in their sets of
fours. This halt is very beneficial to the
horses, ns it gives them time to stale, and
horses checked in the operation receive
much injury therofrom,

At all halts throughout the day care
thould be trken that regiments halt to-
gether. Many colunels, frons an over-eagor-
ness to keep * closed up ™" waste their haic
ing time in closing intervals. Esvery hait
ought to be fally enjoyed by every borsein
the command. Colomels of regiments shon.d
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bo warned to dismount their men as soon ag
brigade headquarters dismount, and each
regument is to follow without waiting for or-
ders, as it sces its leaders dismounting. The
only persons allowed to remain ot horseback
at haits are the staff’ officers on duty. All
others, officers and privates, should dis-
mount. After the first halt a trot should
Lo taken for the next holf hour. During
this trot regiments may be closed np, and,
aftue the Lorses begin to sweat, they should
Lo pulled up and walked. Cavalry generals
should not judgo of the severity of the pace
by its effects on their own horses alone.
Costly and well-bred anmmals, with very lit-
tiv weight en them, and rehievod from duty
allernately, they are no fit criterion for the
horses in tho column, A good general keeps
his eyc constantly on his troops, and coa-
cerhs himself with them during the raarch.

A second Lalt should be called at midday
tor hallan huur, when officers wiil be charg-
ed to se¢ that all saddles in their troups are
realjusted if uny necessity exists for i. The
grain bagand ration wallets should be taken
at the midday halt, as also-the sabrs,
whih s fastened to the saddle by a snap
k at vilics tumes of dismounting, partic-
ulaly to fizght on foot, Tue leoseuning of
thoe girilis, even taking off tho saddles, is
adusable at the mudday halt, if the enemy
we nub wo rear, and 1 dusty weather &
52+1 Liuslung wal relresls che horses won-
derfully.

Halt'an hour’s halt at noon employed in
unsaddling will reanimate the horses tosuch
an extent, that when the advance is once
more sour.ded they will secem as fresh as in
th» morning ‘I'he operation is quite easy
~ith 2 sad e having no flaps and properly
piked, A horse can bo saddled in perfect
order in two minutes, the packing having
been done in the morning; and, if the men
are accustamed to saddhing and unsaddling
rapidly, tho gain to the horses will be great.
Many cavalry oflicers will staro aghastat the
notion of saddling and unsaddiing twice a
day, but I have seen the experiment tried,
and 1t always paid. Uificers can detect by
ths means the tirst begnnings of sore backs
better than at mgbt, when every oneis tired,
and they can prevent the evil from sproad-
g by making him lead lnus horse uill 1t is
cured. It cotonelsand company officers are
strict on this point, 1t will prevent a great
deal of suffering to the poor animals. At
tho midday halts brigades are massed by
reguaents, 1a columns of squadrons, insome
conveontent field. Shorter halts are more
wovemently made in the road in the morn.
ig. Afiernoon halts are bettor when made
.u Inass to avoud tedious lepgth of columas
.0 comung 10td camp in the evemng.
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