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THE “CAPTAIN,” IRON.CLAD TURRET
SHipP.

Thae new iron-clnd turret ship Captain,
whioh ia now in course of bLeing built for
Government by Messrs, Laird Brothers, of
Birkenhoad, is far advanced towards com.

Plstion, sa far, indood, that it iz oxpected
8ho will bo compleled in little more than
four weeks., Her machivery and general
fitsings bave been put in 1o such an extent
ihat atoam wag got up this afterncon on
board this ponderous vessel, with s viow {0
testipg hor engines. Theso aro of six hun-
dred horso-power nominally, but thoy are
csloulated o work up to about threo thou-
sand. This powerful and splendid vessel,
which has been constructed by Mr. J. Reed,
the Admiralty constructor, under tho supor-
vision of Captain Burgoyue, who is uitimnte

1g to command her, i3 in oyery respoct &
magunificent specimen of naval drchitecturs,
amf?t‘ ir anticépnted that she will grovea.
fast saller and » safo sea bont. Caplain
Burgoyne, although comparatively a young
msn, has seen a good deal of servico, having
sarved in America and ols. 2bere under cir-
cumstances which required much energy,
combined with prudeace and professional
akill. Hois theson of Sir John Burgoyne,
the venernble but highly honoured head of
the enginegring department of our militrry
service. The trial of the engises to-day
wesin every respect most satisfactory; and
tbe ship which has bsen, like the Agincourt,
built in » dry dock, will be, i%1s evpected,
8osted oat in about four wesks. apother
iron-clad, for which the Messrs Laird are
undsr conteact to the Government, is like.
wiso fay advanced towards completion.

THE MILITARY TUNIC

Special attention has once again been
drawn 1o the excassive pravalence of disease
of the heart and great blood-vesscls amongst
our soldiers, though there is considerable
difference of opinion a8 te the mode in which
it is actually produce. Thenavy contirasts
very favourably wah the army in the matter
of the existence of heart disease in its men;
ang it is quite clear that some very s ecial
sonditions exist to obatruct the circulation
in the goldier, from tho influence of which
the satlor is free. Ouoday last weelt Mr,
Myers, Assistant-Burgeon, to the Cold.
stresms, explained to one of the medical |
aocieties the views swhich ho holds as to the
effect which the present clotbing and acou- |
tremenig have in giving riso to the disease
in question, two typical examvles of which
ha?mmgkt under notice in tho thse ofa
couple of healthy-looking and weil-buili
sergeants of his regiment, who lad naver
bad any prior ailment likely to accouxi for
the y under shich thoy waro suffering,
which malady consists in & peculiar dilata-|
tion of the great blood-vessels immpdmtely H
arising from the heart, called aneurism, It
can be resdily understood that any obstrue
tion to the aaward passage of the bleod from
the hoart 1nust react upon thess large vessels
and the beart jtself, and tend to produce

dilatation in congequence of tht undue foree | &2

exerted upon them. Mr, Myers holds that
mechanical obstruction to the flow of blood
through the arteries gonerally is occasione
by tha construction of the onest, arms, and
waist, which follows the use of the present
make of tunic and aceoutrements, and more
especially 1 the case of the great vessels
nesrest Sxa haart, hy the pressure of the
tuntc &ullare around the neck, fastened ag ib
is by one Inrgo hook rbove the bony wall of
the ckest; the constriction exorcised being
1 1

vory decided whon tho soldior is fully equip-
ped and aotively exorditing his muscles.
Mr. Myers reforred to tho improvomonts
whichy are being carried out in the clothin
of the soldier under the diroction of Colone
Horbart, by which the chost iz allocad more
glny‘ but he baliaved ihat attontion should

o directed, not oaly, ag at present, to the
romaval of t} o pressure oxerteG upon paris
of tha chiest by tho knapsack and deess, but
also trom the neck, One chiof object should
be, he thinks, to do nway with the fastening
of the tunic-collar by a single hook, asin
tho case of the Austrine tunic with its tarn.
down collar, which caunot constrict tha nack
in any way—tho first fastening being a but-
ton situate over tho upper part of the ster-
nur,or breastbone, 50 as to leave the neck

orfectly freo to 1ove in any direction.

here is no objecuon ta a luasostook. The
plans in vogue for letting out the tunics
aboul the chiest generally, should that be
desired, he regarded 88 very commondablo.
Mre. Myors advocates a very considerable
increase in the circumference of the collar
of tho tunic, which should be made to fasten
with s button, as in the Austrian pattern;
the removal of tke hook, and the substitu.
tion of porbaps a small catoh for it. In tho
interests of the henlth and comiort of tho
troops the whole subject deserves to be
mare thoronghly inquired into than it has
been hitherto.

MISCELLANEODS.

At

Tae Woxoses or 78x  (massePor.—A
Paris correspondent of the Nord givesthe

following details of tho Chasscpol musket:
—Exporiments with this arm have shown
that tho presont military mancuvres must
necessarily be changed. The execution
made with it 18 suchk that entire battalions
would bo swept down as if by o cannonade.
The men must preseat the smallest surface
possible. They must be taught to spread
themselves out as sharpshasters, and to
form groups behind trees, snd on advanptago
ous positions. A proposal was made that
when the troops are formed in o line of bat-
tlo, thoy shouid dig a trench and throw up
the earth before them (o form arampart;
but for that to be dore the soldiers would
roquiro ¢» bo armed as sappers; and some
time would be necessary to exccute such
ocntrenclanents. As g substitute, the men’s
koapsacks will be piled before the first lino,
In any case, the formation of squares will be
entirely abandoned, as they do pot resist

} the enemy, wue! the troops on the flanks
| cannot fire at proscat to vesist the hagviest

shock of cavalry. All thatwill benecessary
is two lines, the second of which will load
thourms of tho first. Tho part to be played
by mounted soldiers ip battlo appesrs to be
80 much reduced that three-fourths of them
might be suppressed, the heavy cavalry es-
pecially, The only use of the horse wiil
now be o make reconnoissances or pursie
fopitives. In the next campaign & matter
of imporiance will be for the army tounder-
stand the power of tha musket, and not fall
inte confusion before the Prussisn needle-
n. The war gshould necessarily be ono of
attack and not of defence, as what is wanted
is not 50 much {roops who stand firm as sol-

q | diors who advance.  TheZounavesand native

rogunents of Algeria would be of great util:
ity.

Tre Idrariz Visit o Corswa.—Itis au.
thoritativaly stated at Peris that the Emper-
or will not go to Corsica till August, and
that then he will sail, notin the new yacht
Herondelle, now building at Havse, but in
the well-kaown iron-clai Magenta,

ADVENTORE OF THE KING OF PRUSSA g9,
Maszep Barr.—~The Crown Prince of Pry
sis gave a grand dal masqué which went
with great spirit, and not without a fu
humorous incidonts. As the Crown Pripy
wished to preservo his incognite even toby
own sorvants, ho left bis palace on fuy
+drossed olsowhere, and returnod in one ¢
tho common droschkes or cabs, which. s
oording to tho regulations, wore only aliv
od to set down at & back onirance to g
palace. The King, with o similar abjy
camg in « hired glass coach, and was at Gy
driving up to the front entrauce. T
mounted policomen, however, who ww
stationed uear tho palace gate to keop ondy,
would nat eliow such a shabby vohicﬁ; o3
down at the grangd entrance, and abliged th
conchman to turn back, and drive roucdy
the other atroot. How Majesty, esconcada
mask and domino, must have enjoyed ty
Jjo«e of being ordesred about by one of b
own police!” The King’s figure is not sug
as to make concealment parMicularly eay,
but with the aid of a ropeated change of ¢
mino ho succecded pretty wall. On ou
+ oceasion, after he had quinzed a young lsy

—the Countess L.—beyond the boumgs.m
of human ondurance, but at least of femh
curioeity, sho suddenly made o anaich athy
masls, ywhen, ta her own korror and &
King's amusement, she found hersolf e
fronted by Majesty himself.

A Cuizver Bov,.—The New York Sun har
ing mado some severs sirictures on th
bunghng manpor in which General Gray
commenced his administration, was aceust
+ o making an outrageous attack upon Ger

eral Grant. The Suxn rojoined by giving th
following anecdoto of Grant’s boyhood, &
show that he bungled things & litle thw
just us he does now. YThe Suneays: Th
stary is that when Ulysses was a boy, ol
msan Grent said to him one day s~

* Ulysses, got on to that horse and rids
him down to noighbor Blank's, and tell kin
that I want to swap horses with him. Hex
is fifteen dollars. Take that. Swap eve
if you can, and if not, offer him fifteen dd
fars to boot."”

Ulyssas mounted, and whether he “taught
Davo to pace’’ on the way or not we arenn
informed. Bat, arrived at the place of des
iination, he found neighbor Blank, and de
livered himself thus :

“Father sent me down here to trade
horses with you. He told me o swap exensf
_zéou w,ml?d, if not, 1o offer you fifteen dollarsts

00t

Annld gentlexan,travelling on the westerm
railrord, had two ladies, sisters, as com-

panions. The younger, an invalid, soon fell
aslaep, and the old gentleman axpressed
his regret to ses 80 chorming a young lady
in ill health.““Ah, yes, indeed,'’ sighed the
elder sister,*“ a disenss of the heart.” * Dear
me,"” was the sympathetic response, “st
her agel Ossification, perhaps?” « Oh, noue,
8ir,~-an ossifer—a liontenant.”

The Admiralty is abous to make an oxper-
ment whick offars advantages anslogous &

those which would ationd tho brigading o
volunteers with the regular troops. We(Joks
Bullyallude to the squadron, coraposed of
coast guard ships, which s to cssemble
Portland in May, when it is proposed that
tae vessels shall be officered sud manned,
in pari, from the navalreserve. Iuis stated
that the sguadron wilt be sart out onecrise
which will probably last a fortnight. thw
giving the men, and thoso by whom thy
are commanded, an exclent opportunity of
learning something of mepmuvres afost




