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The Ideal Sabbath School.
DY S. 1. KELSEY.

The Sabbath-sclîool is oftcn calied the nursery of the
Church. It is, thcrefore, thoughit by aid foiks ta be noa
place for thcm, white young nien and women, ini youthful
pride that tbey arc no longer children, feed that thcy have
outgrown the nursery. As a consequence, the school is
relegated to the littie ones only and made ta perform oniy
nursery work. A line is thus drawn whicb greatiy limits
the usefulness of the church in one of its niast important
branches af service. It bampers the pastor and bis corps
af wvorkers down througli ail ranks, and flot only prevents
the enjoymcent of greater knowiedgc and use of the Bible,
but diminishes even the circulation af the precious volume
among the people, endangering the pathway and salvation
af many sauts sacrcdiy committcd ta the care of the church.

The Sabbath-school is a nursery wbere care and instruc-
tion are tenderiy adapted ta the very yoilng. But it is
more. And beacuse it is mare tht church should insist
upon its larger nleaning by urging a better and more correct
definition. What, then, is the Sabbath-schaol ? To this
inquiry what answcr shahl be given sufficiently compreben-
sîve ta sweep the entire circie af its purpose and work? If
it be saîd that the Sabbath-school is the church at study,
perhiaps it wouid be somewhere near the mark. The wvhole
church, the aged, ripe for heaven, full af counsel as af
hopc and pence; the middle.aged full af vigar as af desire
for activity and usefulness ; the young men anid xnaidens
abounding with vital energy and thronged with the subtiest
perits orf u; the chiidren, aiert in rnemary, receptive in
mind and ini that formative period which decides character
for futurity ; ail classes alike graciausly biessed with oppar.
tunity ta receive and imrpart more and stiil mare iight fromn
the Divine Word. The ideal is high, truc, but what ideals
are flot for the Christian ? Sure it is that were a church ta
resoive itself into such a body ar teachers and learners that
would be an ideal Sabbath-scinuoi. Evcry hand would
hold flot a lesson leat but a Biîble. Every book in the
Bible wouid be known in its proper order. Every passage
çalled for would be readiiy found. Effort wvould be
directed toward thorougb famillarity witlî use af the sacred
volume. Type wvould go with antîtype, praphecy wvîth its
fulfilment and shadow with its substance; or, in other
words, the unity of the Old Testament with the New
would be mare prominent than is the case with the Inter-
national series. No blank leaves rîsing lîke partition waiis
between the twa great divisions would be found. This is
aur one criticism upon the present method in the respects
mentioned. Six months' alternate study in cach part rends
the golden fabxic of huavenly tiuth as it is in 3esus. IlThe
testîmony of Jesus is the spirit af prophecy." lVhat a
treasure bouse arc the prophecies, for exampie, in connec-
tion with tbe Saviour's birth, ilot at ail to be adequateiy
brougbt out in the haif bout spent with Matthcn's narrative.
Tht samne is truc af Hîs persan, character, ber'eficient
deeds and sacrificial deatb, as well as tht reign of the
Haiy Spirit under which we are now living, ail af which are
côntemplatcd In the Old Testament and flot ta be cicariy
grasped without its aid. In short, the ideal school would
exhibit certain modifications af the present systemn whose
tendency wouid be tal promote the study of God's WVord in
greater consonançe with its design.

But even under present limitations is it practicabie ta
bave every member bring, use and becanie famiiar with
the Bible in tbe scbool ? The experience of many years
enables me ta say it is perfectly practicable. And those
bretbren in the work everywhere who can testify in lîke
manner will joîn in the assurance that the results ach:cved
are even more valuable than by our prescrnt valued methad
af narrative teacbing. But tbey can be accomplished oniy
by disciplinary instruction in the school; by incorporation
ixito the regime of is hOur of study Niffen thet coals of mind
and beart are ranned into -fervor and interest by the
reactians of assembled intercourse, and wlien upon the
appointed grolind ai tIse visible kingdom the co-operation
of the Haly Spirit may bc especiaiiy reiied upon. Home
readings are suggested in the current series. Thcy are
gaod. Would that every soul in the church rnight faith-
fuily follow theni. X'et it remains obviaus, for reasons
familiar ta evcry wcrker, that the scbool must cati ta this
duty and carefully and praycrfully meet sucb exigencies as
arise froni negiect elsewherc. Reverence for the Holy
Book itsef is impportant and fundamnentai. To be incul-
cated, the volumie must be prescrit and subiect ta use.

Its pîtsenice can bc secured. A certain scbool neyer faits
ta greet the superintendent's cati with a wiiderness of dlean
and weil kept Bibles. Many have been purchased, some
given, but the scliaol scens to attract themn ahi. Prompt-
ness and faciiity in its use are requîred proportionateiy, of
course, ta the degrce af pedagagical skitt exercised. It
bias howcvcr, long been a conviction that beyond and
above the good, aId, time-honorcd plan ai instruction there
is "la more excellent way"' in whicli the church couid
traýnsmnit the glory of the reveaied page more clearly and
profitably ta tbose wlio sit ait ber feet. The difliculties
nowv encounitered in honoring God's Word in the scbool, it
is bciieved, aie neither necessary nor insuperable, and
could be measurabiy, if flot entireiy, obviated. Our ami,
at least, shouid be even higher.

If tht tant of wvhat is said be thouglit tao conservative,
let us haste ta say that tbe process af advance in spiritual
knowledge and life and powcr is essentially so as ta the
means employed. The prayer-sometimes unconsciaus,
truc, for ail need knows flot wbence blessings flow for its
relief, yet still the prayer-of every soul with or wîthout
hope in the Saviaur; ai every home circle solenin with
dîvinest responsibilities; af the nation rcproacbod witiî sin,
languishing for God and oniy tal bcecxalted by His
righteausness; af the church wrestiing with principalities
and pawers, yet neyer losing sight ai Jacab's Star, is

sanctîly us by Thy truth , Thy Word is truth. "
Reference is made oniy ta the scliool use ai the Bible

because it certainly is tht rigbt wing of an advance rnavc-
ment towvard a biglier ideal in tht service and for tht glory
af tht Lord Jesus Christ.

Tht Firat Grey Hair.
DY JOSEPH PARK~ER, D.D.

You know what it is ta find the first grey hait in your
head? It quite scartdes yau: in fact, it amuses you s0
mucb thiat you hand it around tIse lansUy circle, tiîat each
memnber mnay laugh ait tht circumnstance that a grey hait bas
been found where a grey hair wvas flot so much as sus-
pected 1 Young people look at you with a new feeling,
hardiy knowing, indeed, uliether ta address yau as a
stripling or a patriarch. You have put ane foot into that
sombre and unbeautiful borderland wvhich lies between
sumnmer and autumrn, and there is fia gaing back again!
AUl the gates are iockcd, and God bas taken tht keys away!
A grey hait ? It is the sipnature ai timo 1 It is the
beginning ai the end 1 It is a hint that you have lost
something-it is a flake ivhich tells ai tht liastcning snow 1

Such changes remind us in the genticst passible manner
that this is nat aut test. The night does not close in
suddeniy. Tht common cnd is not violence and terrible-
ness. We go gradualiy dawn tht steep, and as a general
ruit time is given for reflection. V'our first grcy hair says,
Think! Yasu bave camne to a turn in yaur life, Think !
This grey hair is a notice to quit, Tlsînk 1 It is not a keon
weapon wvbich crueliy cuts us down, 'tîs but a grey hair, and
it says mournfuliy, Think 1 The grey hiait tells us that tht
hours are getting on, and presently the nigbt cometh!
There was your first grey hait , there was your first day's
sickness ; there was your first cansciousness that yaur
power ai endurance was failing 1 What, indeed, is aIl lueé,
tram tht sunny laughter ai childhood ta the meliow
solemnity ai aid age, but a succession ai remindets that
aur days are Iew and aur strength a bruised red 1

There is in out menubors a law ai decay. The outward
man perisbeth. Dio what we may, Tume wili conquer!
None can stand belote that sulent Victor. He corrodes
the staried brass : he maulders away the consecrated
marbîe : ho drinks tht juice ai the great trc - he digs
graves for giants, and causes the haughty ta show their
wcakness ta hireiings. Time gues Dn conqucting and ta
canquet. Whatsoever thy hand findeth ta do, do it with
thy might 1 Tht apportunity wviii soan he gant ! Tht
tvening bell ivill cati tbee home "The night cometh
when îîo mari can work."

Timo in earneat, pun.ag by,
Death in earncat, drawiag nigh.

Vou will nover 1sa young on eartb as you are this day!1
Now is the accepted time. Gîve God your bcst strcngth,
the bloom ai yaur powvet, the pride ai youm hile, and wben
you are aid and grcy-headed He wiii nat forsake you.
J3iessed are they wba bave lived in tht way oi godiiness
even unto aid age. "The baary head is a cruwn ai gîory,
if it bc faund in the way of righteouiness."
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