
THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

the soul and show the natives how nien of their own
ýc0our cati work and thrive ; biit as they are devoted
Mohianunedans 'hey act as iissit*ies of titeir faith.
Arali traders art, influenta ai i nany rigi,'ns iii )eading
the tribes to espouse the religion of their Prophiet.
The powerful Mussulmnan Socecty known as the
Stnousians lias turned înany tribes to 1#ii. This
frattirnity, the inost successful of all the Ma-«lioiiine-
dan propagandiicista, lias Pq nionasteries, and wields a
great power froni Morocco to Mozambique. It is said
to have made ferocions bigots of thousands of blaclis,
who forrnerly wvelcorned intercoursti wi tl whi te Chiris-
tianti. 'The growth of IVIaoniiiiedaînisiîii i Africa is
hintlering itot only the spread of Cliristianity, but
also the advance of commerce.

Geni-al Wolseley has his 111e task before
him, the civilized 'vorId looks on in paitiful
yet hopeful anxiety.

WE, thank our friend the Boston Go2îgre-
0ationalist for the foflowing editorial. Can-
ada may be none the wvorseofor ob<ierving its
point: -" The avidity, and nonchalance, with
which our Pî'esbyterian friends soinetimes
undertake to supplement their ample resources
for denominational purposes froîn Congre-
gational pockets is only equalled by the ea-sy
responsive charity with which sone Congre-
gationalists seem always more ready to give
to Presbyterian purposes than to the needs of
their own churches. We hear of a Presby-
terian solicitor wvho, has lately been obtaining
donations from individuals, anti collections
from Congregational Churches, in this vicinity,
in aid of a Preshyterian Mission among the
Canadian French; while ,an accredited repre-,
sentative of the Congregational Churches of
Canada, here to ask a littX'à hielp for the Con-
g,,regational Mission amnongr The French atl
Belle Riviere, finds bis wav blotked by this
previous appeaL. Nowv our Presbyterian breth-
ren happen to be strong in Canada. If we
remem ber, they have--besides mission sta-
tions-nearly 900 churches, fifteen of xvhichi
are in Montreal. Cnmgregationalisin has about
100 churches, three of wvhich-one strongr and
two weak ones-are in Montreal. Under
these circumstances it really seeins as if it
would be a more brotherly-not to say Chris-
tian--thingc were Congregationalists to help
their struggling brethren in Canada to main-
tain and wake more vigorous their Belle
Riviere Mission to the Canadian French, than
to help build up a rival denomination there.
Rev. X. F. iRivaud, the excellent pastor of this
mission, graduated at Andover in 1882, bas
the hearty endorsement of that seminary and

of the Canadian hrethren, and xvill be very
hiapp)v to receive-his address for a short
time'is at the Congrezgation aI Ilouse, Boston-
such hielp as inay be given to his needing and
hopetul work."

The value of '<Organized Jndependency " is
forcibly presentcd in dhe following account of
wvhat thie London Union is doing, taken from
the English Gonrg1uait:Teorgan-
ization o>f life, which seeks to co-operate, and
cheerfluilly sacrifice niere local interests for the
coininon good. We rejoice to believe that in
our present need we are begrinning to realize
the strength of true union. May our organ-
ized liberty growv.

Last month we noticed the phulanthropic wvork
ivhiclh is being donc by -the London Congregational
Union, Its rnost distinctive work, hoivever, is in re-
lation to tie religious needs ofthe inetropolis. 1)uring
the eleven years of its existence it lias exercised a vast
influence on the London Churches of the Congrega-
tional order Tie "conistitution" ofthie Union defines
the imit;, of its operations as %vithin the area known
as Greater Londlon, comprising the whole of \-Iddle-
sex and sucli parishles of Surrey, Kent, Essex, and
I-erts, as are within twelvc miles of Charing Cross.
Within that area, according to the officiai returns up
to iniidsumn1er, 1884, there wvas at that tinte a popula-
tion of 5,093,995. To mecet the relîgious nceds of this
population there %vas a total Congregational provision
for religious wvorship of 221,691i sittings. Upwvards of
eighty pcr cent. of the mietropolitan churches are

i -ffili-ited with the London Congregational Union, and
miost of those not fornially affiliated share the advan-
tages whichi the other churche., enjoy. The objects of
the Union, briefly stated, are to promote spiritual
inter-commnunion between the Congregational Chiurches
of the mnetropolis ;to aid sucli of them as are wcak ; to
secuire the pianting of newN churches wherc these seem
to be required ;to assist chutrches in adapting thieir
provision and i mcthods to thc altercd neccssities of
districts in whicli they arc iocated :to facilitate the
expression of thieir opinions upon religious and social
questions ; and, in grenerai, to advance their commion
interests, and promnote the evangelization of the
people. Iii the earlier years of its existence the
eflorts of the Union Nvere necessarilv confined aimost
entirely to the first of these objects, but now the actual
wvork accomplished goes far beyond the objects
originally conteniplated. By special evangelistic
mi-ovements ; *by advice in cases of difficulty ; by good
offices in the way of arbitration, whereby disputes
have been determined and peace maintained or
restored ; by information which has guided and stim-
ulated aggressive effort ; the Union hias been the
means of increasing the usefulness of the churches,
and promoting their general prosperity. The oper-
ations of the London Congregational Union 2,;e not
conflned to London. During the past five years asumn
of more than £6,ooo lias been devoted for Churcli aid
and H:ome Missionary work throughout the country.
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