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Here we secem to tind some hope hght through the
thicket , letus follow the gleam and inquire where we
are.  Shall we all become Mcthodists or P esbyter-
ians and thus facilnate the search for umit, 2 Qur
next chapter will ¢ssay an answer.

CORREC 10N .— In the article ©“ Our Home Mission-
ary Policy " in our last 1ssue, an ertor occurted i the
second paragraph which quite changed the witer's
meanng. It reads . ** Pardon me for the opimion that
the carlier mmisters 1o our Home Mission Ficld i
Canada were never as much alive, as carnest, as
laborious, as sclf-denying, as tit for thewr work, as
their successors.”  For “never as much,” subsutute
“ quite as much,” whichiis the writer’s view.

.

SoME of our readers will be glad to hear that the
Rev. b Ireland, formetly ot Pine Grove, 1> meeunyg
with considerable success m Richmond, Miclagan.
We learn that the church “wlding has been enlarged
to double its former size, nicely fitted up and re-
opened, and - hear this ye many longing treasurers —
not only withcut a debt, but with a surplus actually 1n
hand!  Mr. [reland appears to be very popular with
his people, and we trust that the spintual building
will grow by his instrumentality as well as the mater-
1l one.

Wi have omitted to notice before the first number
of * The Chnisuan Reporter,” a journal of Chnstian
work, 1ssued in Toronto. It will aill in Canada, if the
prospectus idea is fully developed, somewhat the same
place as 1> occupred by the * Chnstan™ in Eagland,
one of the purest and best publications that come to
our hands. While we cannot fully endorse all the
views with which some of 1ts promoters are associated’
and to which this tirst number gives pronunence, we
can very sincerely recommend 1t as a good help to
carnest Chrisuan workers.

WE rejoice to hear that the hopes we expressed as
to the effect on the Branttord church of the late pulpit
cutbreak are being fully realized. 1t bas drawn the
members ciosed to cach other, signally defeating the
conunued attempts of the former pastor to break up
the church.  Lhe prayer meetings aie better attended
than for a long tume past, thic debt has heen wiped off,
and there 1s a detetmination to goon with tiesh spurat,
to repair the bicaches m the walls and build up afresh
their Jerusalem. We congratulue our brethren
hearuly upon the result so lar; it provea that they are
firmly rooted in their fath and puinciples. As the storm
that snaps asunder the decayed trunk, and 100ts up
the sapling, only causes the stuidy, vigoious trec to
strike 1ts roots stll deeper nto the carth, so 1w s
with a true Church of God ; such a storm as this, al-
though it may causc the Chuich tosway and shake, will
notdestroyit,butdrive its roots aeeper down, entwining
with stronger grasp the underiying Rock of Ages. OQur
brethren have sull, however a ume of triat before them,
thechorce of a pastoraiwaysis that ; but mutualforbear-
ance, a yiclding to each other, and a continual wating
upon God to be directed arght, will bring them safely
through ; lct thewm not, however, be i a hurry, 1t 1s
wise counscl that tells us to ““ make haste slowly.”

UBITUARY.

Itis with a feeling of the deepest sorrow that we
chronicle the death of Dr. W. H. Waodyatt, son of
our respected City Clerk, James Woodyatt, Esq.,

. . ' .
What 15 1t hinders bodies having, but a hitde ovar thaty yeas of age, Dr. Woudyatt was
1
su much i annion from coalesaing, as two globules, a young man of splendid ability and pronnse, and had
of mercury touching, forming at ance one larger and | already wan for humselt o lugh reputation 1 the west,

He had only beenall a very short time, from

quinsy which inally turned to diphitiicna, Al hougl

{the eye anid car of which Le

Ihis entensive pracuce, as well as

atiached tum. He has passed aw.y in the prime of

actne usefulness.  Hos hearty, cheer! tnanner and
buoyant dispo-ition had endeare U um to a large wr-
Je of frends both Tiere and in Clucagu, where he has
hived for the past might or ren years.  He leaves a
wife and two culdien, who as well as bis father and
fuends in this aty, have wanersal sympathy in ther
sudden bereavemeunt.  BSrantford 4.2 posttor.

Gllorrespondence.

TV CORRESPONDENTYS.

Write as bitetly as pussibic  our space s limited -
on one side of the paper only.

*The Holy Cathohc Church ™ eat week.

M. F.-No goud purpose would be served by the
msert:on of your lettes 5 the manter is personal.

The Editor 15 not respunisible for the opinions ex-
pressed by cortespondents.

DEFUANCT CHURCHES.,
Lo e Edior of vhie U avamian 1 .A:rn NbENd,

DLAR SIR, -Can you infurm us why it s that we so
often sce such statcments concening our churches
a5 came ou bist week in our paper regarding the Bol-
ton Church ? naely ** Weare sorry o leain that the
church 1a this place has been closed s.nce tiie new
year, and the Sunday school disbanded.” Is there
anything in our syazem that specially leads to suchre-
sults 2 Certamnat s that many of ow: once tlourishing
churches are now defunct. Those who ate acquainted
with the history of Congregationalism 1in Bolton and
neighbourhood know that 1t once held the heait of the
countty. Why then did it not continue to hLold i ?
Why 15 1t that not only there, but in maany other
places, the material out of which other churches have
beea built upislargely Congregatonal? Our chuiches
have seemed to be a sort of John the Bapust, to open
the way for other churches, simply domyg poncer
work, then dying, wnd a harvest a: cruing to other
churches, which gives permanency and suength to
them,

We boast, perhiaps, a Litle too ofter: of the tendency
of the age to Congregationalism, but surcly :f this be
s0, will 1t not resuli i the organizatton of L fes of
mur order, as well as to Congregationalice other bodies ?
Surely we ought to be able to keep alive those
churches that have the first hold upon the countr.,
If we cannet do that how can we organize and
sustan new churches, with all the friction and com-
petition of ather churches to contend with ?

I may be allowed to indicate two causes, namely :

1. A kind of conservatism, that is not by any means
progressive, 1 1efusing to  keep pace with the
demands of the times, amounting as it does, tov often,
to *old fogyram;” (2) old buildings, in out-of-the-way
places, the town in many instances grown quite away
from them, and n some others a miscerable coni-
promisg, which has proved to be giving up the sub-
stance, and jumping at the shadow ; (3) in many
casesa failing to understand the genius of Congrega.
tionahistn, that it means adaptation to the intelhigent
and growing wants of the age, an clastic system
that knows nothing of compronuse with s, nor with

2 Anuther caute we discover to be that many
people, and many churches, too, fut to see that we
hase anything distinctne. Thew  distinctiveness
amounts simply in having nothing distinctive.

Qur distinctive prinaiples are not suthciently un-
derstowed, and we fear, through evcessine modesty,
not sutliciently set forth, or taught, by our ministers
and oflice bearers,  We clanm, and justly too, for
our sys em that,as M. J. Cook says of tue New Testa-
tament htcrature . * It s the only religion which the
progress of thought hus not vutgronwn,” and that “ 1t
contuns the only set of religious prnaiples that har-
monizes the soul with its environment by conscience,
the divine nature, and the record of an arreversible
past.”

Is this too much to Jdaim?  Surely not ; for while
others <l to have takea their dceds from the
Bible, we clum that the Bible 1s of nself, pure and
siunple, our crecd, without human adulterations and
additions,

I rejuice that there are stiong men amongst us —s.e.
men of strong convictions and strong comimon sense,
as well as men of ability, like our venerable brother
of Pans; and personally, | thank hium for his strong
and healthy letter of last week. It has the nght
ring, and | would say with hun @ * Are we goiag tobe
such childien as to give up what we have begun, to
begin anew somewhere else ” and, possibly, to repeat
the fulure ad fistem #

F'have no wish to assume the character of a carp-
ing cring, but 1 am grieved, and clam the nght to
speak when there appears a sufficient cause ; and
surely there is a cause just now.  When we consider
the grand history of Independency, its battle for cival
and rebigious liberty, and its success in laying the
foundativns of that liberty deep and broad as 1t has
done for England, making her the bulwark of civil
and reirgious hbeity, which tu all linan appearance
she never would have been vithout Independency,—
what, [ ask, should we ook fur as a1esult in Canada?
Is this weakness and decay the true birth right of our
body in Canada? Let us stand by our churches, and
not ket them dic. > Have faith 1 God,” and let all
meet, intelhigently, the demands of e age we Iive in.

AMICUS.

THAT BELLEVILLE ILETTER.
Fo the Editor of the Cusatnas T.\—Ill.ll’\l)h\l.

DEAR SIR,- Having 1ead the ** Paris Letter” in
your last 1ssue, severely critiasing “ That Bellewille
Letter,” I had to take down my INDEPENDENT of the
15th and read again carefully the communication com-
plained of.  And when I had read it T said, “*\W, H,
A may ery ‘shame’ atat, but 1 am of the same
opinion as when I first perused it, and that opinion is,
that said letter contains a vast deal of wise suggestion
and sound philosophy.”

There can be htle doubt that there is a large and
increasing number n our churches whose thoughts
aid teelings are similar to those wrapped up in the
words of the epistle from Belleville.  The fact is, we
hue on our hands alot of churches that no term other
than “ consumptive ” will fitly describe.  Not all were
were consumptive at the birth : for some of them,
at that period, were healthy, and gave promise of a
vigorous manhood, yet became consumptive simply
through exposure.  No shelter was provided them ;
they lived 1n rooms unvent.lated. in halls with a chil-
ling atmosphiere ; sat on chairs hard as oak, and when,
tired of ali this, they fell to work and byjlt homes of
their own, they were no more comfortable, generally
less attractive, and in addition were pressed with a
debt incurred in the construction.

It may be considered late in the day to drop them
now, and the proposal to do so may sound harsh.
Sull, late as it is, 1t may not be too late. and certain it
is that many of them must be dropped if the denomi-
nation in Canadua is to make progress.

the formality of the types of religion prevailing so|
largely, not sacrificing principle, but, like the British |
constitution, never needing the “ Fifteenth Amend- |
ment,” and always abreast of the times, knowing
that with Robinson we can always say . “There will
be more light,"—a progressive conservatism. |

Let a commiittee be selected outside the present of-
ficers of the Home Missionary Saciety, to go round
and cxamune these consumptive churches, set the
weaker adrift, and for the few stronger ones provide
suitable houses, and, 1f needful, let them receive assist-
ance for a few years longer.



