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seekirig aftfèr it, hY~~troubles, whcn lie cried out toi1 to end about the samne time. Rarnanismi was better
the Living God: "Say tinte rny sou], i arn thy saiva- Ithian Priganism; it announced many glorious truths;
tion!"-7*hadore i. Cur P.D. land the truth which it held has imparted to II, its

71RUTII THE MIEASURE OF VITALITM'

]rowever it be as ta the survival of the fittes: ln the
animalà kingdoin,.the survival ai the truest in humant
society and it humait philasophy is a souind maxini.
Wd mtist believe that God is not faise, and that the
judge ai ail the earth will do right. Ail rightly-cort-
stituted minâs Lîave at lcast that inuch faith in the
order ai the univecse. Hence the comman saying,
"Truth is mlghty, and it %will prevail." None but the
incurýabfy virions believe that the Devil wvîll triumiph,
and even they do nat believe it; they are attîy un.-
williig ta concede victo-,, ta Rightcousness and
Hallness because tbey feci that they have thrawn in
their lot with the fortunes ai the Prince ai the Poawcr
ai the Air. These thoughts were suggested by eb-
serviiii a paragrnph in a newspaper about Turkcy- a
lettér destribing the fearful disorgnization whicli
exists in that countxry. Ater the capture ai Constan-
tinoplè'in, 1453 by Mahmaud IL, the Turkcs, nat con-
tent with thc capital af the Greek Fnpire, under
Selim, the grandson ai Mahmaud, added Syria and
Egypt ta their dominions; autd yc: Iater Solyman the
Maginificent, the most acomplished ai ail the Otto-
man prince';, conquered the greater part ai Hungary,
axnd extended -bis sway in Asia ta the Euphrates.
Thtis lwàï about the middle of the sixteenth century,
ansd at~ this peslod the Turkish Empire vwas uriques-
tioàbly thec most powerful it the worid. " If you con-
sider," siys thé hisforiai Kitohe3, who wro:e about
two centuriéý sinct, "Iits beginning, its progress, and
uniietýpted success, thêe Is nothing in the woild
mare adniirabl 'anid strange; if the greatness and
lusrtre teb, xôthhg fforWmagnificentaXnd gloriaus;
if thc paver ànd strength thereof, nothing marc d'-ead-
fut and dangeroue,.which wondering at nothing but
th *bcanty of 'tWfl, and drunlk wùth the pleasan:t wine
o fperpétual felieity, holdefli ail the, rest of the world
in scormi. They were the terr& Europe, and in
t683- had pushed their arqis fojWwalls of Vienna,
vitre, they were defeaed by ]MnI Sobieskci, from
which timne théir power began tai decline.

Cbarlis'V. vas thc contemnporary of Solymnan the
Magàificent. Thepaver 6f theIlian Church was at
its acme, atld the bugles of tic Reformation had just
beex*,unded. R#haèl, Michaël Axugelo, and Titian
were adorning thc churcbes aif Rame, Florence, and
Vinice ivitit thèir paihtings. John de Medicis, Pope
Lea X., iade Italy tic centie ai iterazure and the
àâs. ipi'wýs in Xýt9 that the building 6f St. Petcr's
vas dénnieced-catried an subsequen:ly by Michael
A4ei'lo, wio, spealcing cf thc grand dame which he
hâa èoncWiveýd it bis mind, remarked that "hie wanld
sttspend'the Pantheon ifMthe air."*

Wherc are Constantinople and Spain and the
Cburch i Raine now? l'How art thon fallen from
heaveén, Oý lucifer, son af the morning!" "lThy pomp
is broug'bt dovit ta te grave, and the noise af thy
viols'; the worm is spread under thee, and the wornis
caver theeY- Judgment appeaa-s about ta be visited on
the Beasi and the)FaIse Prophet aIike.

Mohaniedanism bas liad a wonderful cancer in the
world. It penetrated into Europe; it taok possession
of North Africa-, i: spread itseif into India, Persia,
Tartaiy, and-antang the islands ai Uic Maîay Ardui-
pelago. 1: has7 liveil as a powerful systemr thraugh
i,2oo years It could not have lived so long exceptait
te principle ai the survival of the fittest-it vas n-uer
than aiiythingý elsc with vitici it came in contact.
There are some fine features about the religion ai
Islajn-its unrelenting monotheisi and its intense
earnestess. he Turk may be very wrong it bis
religiaus ideas, but he a: ieast believes them ; there is
no scepticisin in Islamiim-no indiffre1n. It i,
a dovitigit positive thing; it fs anuong false religions
like Calvinismn among the truc. Before it inierior
types ai religion disappearied.

Tise-Roman Catholic form ai Christianity-despite
it greàt corruptiont-bas run a parallel c=ner. They
commcncdaboutthe sanie time-and they are likely

wonderful vitality.
B3ut strang as werc Jslamisni and Romanismn, over-

loacied witb error thcy carricd in tliemseivcs the seeds
ai deray. They shone like luminaries in a dark age;
they palcd befare a pure form i Clristianity as di
the aId Iight-hauses an our caasts as conipared wil
the calcium clcctric liglits. The histary ai Euiro,
since the Refarmatian continues ta illustrateaour arg t-
ment. Thos" natian.alities whicli embraced ttuelTruîth
are precisely thase which constitute to-cday the pawvers
of Europe. 'lle littie icalin ai Scotland lias grown
under its stern Prei byterian con% ictialis tu lie anc of
the mast notable communities in the waorld. Eng-
landI, Hailand, Dennîark, Swedcn, Germiany, have
coniplctcly overshadowçed Spain, Portugal, Ital), ,Xus-
tria. France is a powerful and prasperoiis nation,
but even here the cleraent.. ai strength are 1lerived
front the weakening ai the power aiý Ultrantane
thaught, and the elements ai weakness arc (lue ta the
absence ai strang religiaus conviction.

tnd naw, surveying the whole field ai histary and
phi.asopby front the beginning, what systemn is it
whicb has, in comparisan witlî ail athers, exhibîîed the
greatest amount ai vitality? has held its awn and con-
tinued ta grow amid the wreck and decay ai ail other
systerrs, Friend and foe wiIl at once recognizÎ that
that great ENDURINC. system bas been CHRISTIANITV.
In three Iiurdred years Paganism-aIl the culture and
philosaphy ai the Roman world-fell befare it. Grad-
ualy--even in a corrupted form-it pushed its way
over the entire continent ai Europe, and made that
continent what we sie it to-day-without any paraliel
as an exaniple ai civilization in the history ai the
worid. The saine Christianity in its Protestant form
has created a similar civilization in this western
world, and is building up another highiy civilized
cammunity in Australia-not tai speak ai the influence
'it begins ta exert in India. Every other form ai re-
ligion vanishes before its tauch. It is plain ta sie
that Mohammedanism, Brahmanism, Buddhism,
Coniurianisni, Tàa-tse-ism, venterable as they are, and
though coutiing their adherents by scores ai millions,
iih succumb ta its impact. The mos: stubborn re-

sistance it bas ever cncauntered bas been fromn its
eider brother-judaism. Note the vitality that lay in
the revelatioti af the Old Testament, maintaining
itselfifram the days ai the Pharaobs agains: Assyrian,
Greek, Roman, through the Middle Ages, down te the
presen: tinte, in every country on the face ai th e globe
Prophecy assures us that i: wili neverthcless be
nierged in the higher revelation.*

If Cltristianity maniiests this indestructibili:y-and
this conquering power- assaiiedis it lias been tao by
every form ai philosophical speculatian -as well as by
the sword and the power ai the State for eightcen
centuries-is it nlot because it is impassible ta extin-
guish the torcb ai truth?

It is engaged in a grea: conflict naw, with Infidel.
ity. Suppose the sceptical philosophers like Huxley
and Haeckel should triumphi, do we flot al knaw that
we should have Chaos? Is flot this a guarantee thiat
Infidelity willnfot triumph? Canithe mother ai Chaos
devour the child ai 'Mary, whose precep:s are the bond
ai modern society, and whose faith bas awakenied the
swectest affections that ever meltcd with chanity the
human heart? Cati LOVE be banished from, the
world? and shall the Pure in Heart be driven away as
a lie firom the besomn ai society?

PRESSING TOWVARD THE ARK.

Most of us talk more or lcss about 11turnîng over a
new leaf"' with the beginning ai the year, or an aur
birthday, or some such anniversary. The 11aId
leai» is flot pleasan:ta oook upan. 1: is blurred
and blotted. There are imperfections here and mis-
takes there. Some ai the lines we should be glati ta
permanently crase. Event if the sins whîosc impress

Thre religions have been founded in whale or in part an
the Old Testament ; Judaism, Chr.stiani:y, Nloliaramedan-
ism ; and how strong cach, ane bas beten. Chnsn3tanity bas
tEls for Its bacicgMind.

it bears have been blotted out and arc rcmnembered
no more ngaist us, it is still a sadl and humiliating
record. *The besi of us canna: look upon it wîîthout n.
sigb for the pas: and a prayer for help and guidance
in the future.

1: is well to make good resolutians, eveit thougli wc
know that heretofore we have signalty failed tu keeli
them. In nur own strcngtli we are certain ta fail. If
these failuires lcad us ta God, thcy arecflot wholly in
vain. Pauîl gives us from bis own rich experience a
key ta the secret of lits mastery over self. He was
accust<ined ta makec gond resolutions. -rhis one
thing I (10, forgctting tic thmngs wVhn..l are bchîind,
and renching forth tinte those tliîngs that are before,
1 press towarcl the mark for the prize of the high cali-
ing ai God in Christ jesus'" last failtires wvith hîrn
were therefore only stepping-stoncs ta success. lits
pressing iarward %vas a part af tltat mysterioaus train-
ing in grace whereby lian wcakness wvas lifted into
contact with divine strength. It enabicd the sanie
mnan wlia once cried out mn bitterness of seul, «'O
wretched marin that 1 amn; who shall (eliver me from
the body of this dleth!'l to exclaim in fuîll assurance
af failli, «'I arni persuzided that neitlier deatli, nor lite,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nar things
present, nar thin,-,s to corne, nor heiglit, for depth,
nor any atiier creature shall be able ta separate us
frain the love of God which is in Christ j esus aur
Lord t" It is the secret ai that triumphant sang of
victary which thz aid warrior sends down ta the lis-
tening ages after his long conflict with sin. 1'I have
iought a good figh:, 1 have finished my course, 1 have
kept the faith : henceiorth there is laid up for me a -
crown ai righteousness, wvhich the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give iac at that day."

Let us, then, ' turn over the new leaf"' thoughtfully,
reverently, prayerfuliy. As ye: it is white and un-
bio:ted. Only the constant and present heip of the
Holy Spirit cain keep it so. The Saviaur bas declared
that Gad is mare wiliing ta bestaw this supremest
mark ai His fatberly affection than earthly parents are
ta give good gifts ta teir children. Heaven help us
ail sa ta "Ihunger and thirst after righteou>ness" that
'"the new leai" ai the coming periad may shaw that we
are indeed "growing in grace and in the knawiedge ai
the truth."- Westerni Rcorder.

I DON'T LIKIE TUE MI1NISTER."1

Perhaps he dacs nat like himself any better than
ycu like him. Perhaps lie may be tharoughly cort-
vinced that there is need ai same change in his make-
up. But haw ta bring it about is the question.

We canna: sec that your staying away from church
will iniprove him. On the cantrary, it wiil prabably
add ta his discouragement. And discouragemen: is
flot the soil most favaurabie for the grow:h of exce-
lence. If you wouléi like te see your pastor abier,
freer, mare whole-"uled and cheery, stand by bur..
Make him feel the stimulus af a warrîn friendship. It
will put bim upon his best for pragress.

We are a: a Ioss ta sec how yeur absence for the
above reason can improve the churcb. Absenteeismn
is not a curative. It creates niany ilis, but we do flot
know ai its curing any.

Least of ail daes it appear how your s:aying away
fram church and prayer meeting because you do nlot
like the minister wili help yaur own soul. Christian
graces do flot flourish under the dcadly niglitshade ai
a d-imnant crîticism. There is ane further view ta
be taken. Haw wili your continucd absence fram the
sanctuary whcre you are covenantcd ta warship, picase
the Master? t is related that for us lie did somte
:hings whicli were flot pleasafit. Perhaps ive may in
return do for Him a tling even sa vcry bard as ta at-
tend church although we do not like the minister.

lv is said that a mantbily mnagazne is ta br staiteci in
Endasid, which wîil be the organ c,! the Lvangelical P'arty
of tlie Church of ILngiand,

A SocAîs namcsi S.arjuft àaî tu have zoastcd hoamsehf
slowly ocr a petroleumt lamîî, Icit in his primin celi at
Odessa, until lic hait burnt enauighîi of is îlesiî t insure
death. 1îlis actian %%as only discovcrcd by the sioke issuîng
from bis cl. Neathcr a; the une nur afterw.-rd did lie ut-
ter a word or cry, and hie died as hie iiitcnded.


