
252 AFTER DEATII.

our future existence-the existence of soul as well as bodly-depeiiîds
entirely on the resurrection. We, however, helieve tiiere is a hody-life
and a soul-life, and that the death of the former b)y nîo ineans iîivolves
the deatli of the latter. The fessation of the animal or body-life fiune-
tions do not involve the cessation of the spiritual or soul-life functions.
A very littie reflection will serve to -show that even in the present ar-
rangement of things, the body occupies but a very subordinate position
to the soul. It is only the instrument in our material condition for
accomplislîing the designs of the îliinking immaterial nature. By it we
rnouid and rnodify the inateriai worMd, and inake its liard, stiff elenents
bend to our purpose and suit our designîs. The life of the soul is not
crushed with the death of the body. It is a well-knoivn phiysiologîical
fact that our body is reîneweil every seven years. Ve thus (lie dadly.
IParticle after particle flies off -%ith every pîulse beat, but in a healthy
state, organi zation keeps regular pace with (Iisorgallization. Our proper
persoîîality suffers no change wvhatevcr b)y tis perp)etuai pulling down
ani buti*hliiîg up. It lias heen well sai(i-

'171hii f ramne coiinpactcdl wîth traniscendent skili,
0f moving jg ints, obedient to nywill
Nursed friiii the fruiitful globe like yonder tree,
%Vaxcs and1 ivastes -A- cali it mine, not mie.
New iuaattecî Stili the 1nîuuhIctrinig Mass sustains,
Theflic ansion chawged, the tenanit stili remainis."

If the soul's consciousne-ss, personalitv, and life are not affected Iby a.
gra(luai decay, is it reasonable to suppose that they are destroyed by Sud-
den an(i total dissolution '? A 11oinan poet bas sai(l, Il I shall not al
die." We adopt the sientimient in a luigher sense thita that in which it
was eniployed by him. We btelieve the soul survives and outlives the
dissolution of the body, tiat ail wiiichi constitutes us, tiouightMý1 feeling
and auting beings reiaincsý. The living sî,the identical person, cornes
iiot under the donalin of death anîd the gra ve, but is ciotiîed with. ini-
rnortality in. the separate and unseeii staite. IlGrod is not the God of the
dead, but of the living.",

Vite inferwedifl state is oîie of cunsciowsiless alla -activity. \Ve d<ý ml(t
suippose tîjat (leath can. destroy tlie powvers of the soul any miore than if,
can destroy that souil itself. We have kno'wn those w-ho'held the idea,
ýwhich ý%vas entertained by tue late A rchbishop Whatelv, of Dublin, that
after death there 'vas sornethingY like a sleep of the soul. They maintain
that the state of the soul between death ani the restîrrection is one of
iînlco)n.cîousnes.s an(i inactivitv, that it sinks into a deep) and unbroken
slunîlwr. iii NNhîcl notlîing is kn-io-%n, feit or doiie. It enters, it is sup-
posed, into a state -soniething lke that of the butterfly in the chrysahis,
previons to it.s coxing forth to flutter in -the suinbeara. We wili not be
so (logniatic as 1(4 hoonouncee snch a state impossible, nor shall -e speak.
of those -%vho entertain sticli views as "s.ýce1 îties," 'heretics," or "linfidels,7
for it liappens that a considferale nuniber of -unquestionably Evangelical
mnnster, dIo entertaîîii such views; but instead of there being anything
to rike nis believe tliat this wvill ever be the sonl's condition, there is
(vervtIie, we tiiink, to induce a contrarvy faitii. The resuits of a care-
fi studv of the nature of spirit Nvold AIl tc-il against irather than ini.
favoux' of suiclian opinion.


