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ndapted i respect to sizo, ton and genoral character te the
requirements of Germnait buildors and archlitects. It wouid
"0c doubt greatly tadilitato the devcloprnont of titis trade if
Arnerican exportera couid send ant expert to conter with
Coriman deniers, architects and buildorp, and thercby ascertain
prccisoiy tite fornq, sizes, and oter bpecifications that are
best adaptcd to te requiremnenta of tiais mîarket.

Catalogues and price lists ititmded fur use in. titis country
slîould bo iii the Gernian language and currency ; dimensions
inii ietrie ittea'turtnents. It i useless ta offer materiaIs
iiieaaured by fect. and incites to a builder whlî understainds
practicaily oniy moters and centitneters.

Tt wil also bc necessary, in tItis as in ail other lines of
export trade, te rentenîber that, Europe is not America, and
that soute concession mustbch made te German inetbods ot
busitiess, wvhich usuaiiy involve longer credita thtan are
customitry in the United States ; but the percentage of profit
liere xnay-and shoud-be proportionately higlier.

Ainerican sLaves and pine and oak lunîber for flooring and
general building purposes liave already teund aL large and
8teadiiy increasing sale kn this country. Tite imports of
sawed luinher front the United States ia 1897 amounted to
152,' ff mearie tons, bcsides a large quantity of wood- -chiefly
oak, popiar, and wainut-imported in the forci of squared
logs te be sawed after arrivai. Ametnican lumber of te
be3t, grades is highly est,.enmed liera for ith dlean, straiglit
grain and iLs freedoni front knot.s, cracks and otiter defects.

BICYCLES IN 1IONGKONG
Probably ito class o! manufacturera in te United States

spends more mioney in letters and circulars te attract foreigni
trade, titan bicycle tnakers. Every mail brings enqutries
frein diffèrent ntakers, ail askiîtg the saine questions and
recpîesting the sanie attention. Tite National B3oard of Trade
ot Cycle Mlanufacturers, New «York, propounds a series of
questions whiclî se thorougitiy covers tite subject that 1 ni
using their letter as a guide in ntaking titis report.

To thoroughiy understand titis in&rket, it is necessary ta
describe the higiway conditions ot tce colony. Rongkong
ie built on the %ide of a moutain 1,800 feet high, and al[
streûts above sen, level arc terraces broken by fliglit of steps,
making tit îuajorty of tiîem unavailable for cycling purposes.
Consequently, tic available ronds are reduced to two, altîoughi
1 lieire are nituîerous excursions titat tite daring rider can take
iliro,lî'>ut te islnd. Tite favorite, îutd in fact only, rond
for ildies liorders tite hanitor front, and is about eighit miles
long.~ This rond lias a bard, met.aid surface, and is beauti-
fuliv kept tnp. lThe view and scenery along it is unrivaled,
and tite breeze that cornes aweeping ta front the ocean is înost
re!re2hing. Every evening front five until sevon iL is alive
witlî bicyclists witiî the inost leterogencous lot of tmachines
ever seen. Blicycles of ail dates rua side by aide. Tite other
road re!erred to i- cailed the Aberdeen road, -%vich is aise
eighit miles long. This road contains soma heavy grades
,vhich a strong rider can take, but tiîey do nlot commend
theniscîves to tint najority.

Thtis is a frec port;, consequently, custoni-house daties do
nao have to bx, cotîsidered in t purchaso of bicycles or
bicycle part-s. Tiiere are no reai importers o! bicycles,
altitougli there are two amall bicycle repair sinops wticit
always keep a few on sale. On the otiter band, evcry finm,
f rom the Iar-e.st te Uihesuallekit, handies btcycles for te con-
vénirnce, of custorners, whio are scattercd ail over China and
tite Philipp;nc Islande. Pussnbiy hiaif of those winuch arc in
use liere were purchased by titeir owners direct frorn San
Francisco, and proba>Iy two-tirds of ail the machincs in use
Itere are Amenican. There is nu favorite imake, and aili theeis
have equal cltanize- ia this mnarket. Tltere lias been very
little money spent in advertising any particular niake, in
consî,quence of whiciî t.hey ail go undor tite generic naine of
"Iyle" and arc ittot distingui3bed by naines. The Chinese,
who are bccoming tihe large.at, uisns of bicycles on tlîis coat,
are uttcrly indifi'erent to name or reputatton.

To reitorate witL 1 )lave ropeatedly written bicyclo manu-
facturera, wyhat this market demande ie a low-grade, low-
priced macitine-one titat woinid seli for, say, $20 gold in
Amenica wiîolcsale. T! you add, say $3 50 froighit froint New
York to l-iongkong, tint machtine couid be soid liere at a nice
profit. Tite tigit grades o! Aitierican machines are at present
8eeliîng iii titis market for $185i Uexican, and whiere cite could
be eold, at titis price, crie hundred at te cheaper figure would
find a mîarket. It is flot necessary tîtat tino machine siîould
aveit be ef a lato inodel. Tite 1891 iake wouid commnand
just as good a price as tîto 1899. 1 consider titis a magnifi.
cent field for bicycle muanufacturera to unload tîteir old stock.
I do flot overlook the few entitusiastic ridons liera uto are
aiwaye in touci witlt the latest iînproveinents, but uîtt reter-
ring to te market as a wlîole. Ail bicycles siîouid be fitted
witi brakes, lampa and belis, as te streets are crowded witiî
nickshawvs and sedan chairs, and dankutess cornes oit airnet
without, warning. Since te occupation ef -Naîtila by t
Arnericans, titero lias been something et a boom; in te b~icycle
trade bere, as Hongkong lias for years been the teeder for the
Philippine Islands, as weil as its wareiîouse In tinte, o!
course, agcncies %li1 be opened iii Manilla for bicycles; but until
titat tinte arrives, Hlongkonîg wiii be the distributing conter.

I would not advise bicycle makers te seli indiscrirninately
te tite unknowa individuiai purchaser ont credit, as titere are
no collection a-encies liera. Tite saute conditions exist witiî
regard te bicycles as ta ail otherqlhipinents, tîte shipper draw-
ing ton his shipment and negotiating his draft, Lhrough a batik,
witlî compiete documents attacltcd.

I do net wish it te be understood that by a Illow.grade
machine " I mnean a shoddy article.-United States Consul-
Gonerai Wiidman, at Hongkong.

TRADE CONDITIONqS IN AUSTRALASIA.
United States Consul-General Bray at Melbourne, writes:
Tite marked improvetuent whicit lias obtained ia te imnpor-

tation et gooda of Amenican manufacture into the Austrainsian
colonies litas been due primrnaiiy te te tact titat our manufac-
turera bave taken te trouble te consult and consider te
requiremeats et te Australian importens, and have mainained
a unitorni standard et quality and finish in titeir goods, and
have made tew alterations ia prices. la instancets witere
quaiity Fas býett deiiberately varied and pnices have been
advanced, un te supposition that te market lias been
Ilcorralled" » te results have been disastrous te the exportos,
and have iad a reflex action on manufacturera in simnilan lnes
ot business.

Tîtat tiiese colonies preseat a vast opening for te
introduction ef our goods la ovident by thc fact that miore titan
bal! of te agniculturai impiements imported are of Amnican
manufacture and crigin, and those wiîiciî are manufactuned iii

1titesp colonies are copie& or travesities et the oniginais f rom the
States. 1 propose te bniefiy review soute o! te goode wvhiclt
are imported inte Australasia.

Canncd )ieats.-In spiteof etn local canning-, there le a
large demand fer Amnican meat, wiiich aitouid be encouraged
and stimuiated by judicious advertising and efforts.

Baking Powder. -M.Nade ia titis counttry and e! good quality.
Fisi.-Tita cancd article fronît te Pacifie slope lias

abselute conmmand af te sahoon trade. Tite Bnitiblt exports
are cornpeting itrongly ia otîten lines. lcre is a vcry goodi
opening iera for tinned and uther liues o! isi, as the
exiganicies of tué cliniate in tint trupicai1 lands cause an
extensive censunîptien et these goods.

Hardwarê -It is a tact tîtat înost of tînt lousJlioid articles
used in titis country are imponted front the United States,
s;iinpIy on aceautit of teir clîeapness and adaptability. Ia
lieavy lines, Sheflield aîtd Wolverhampton. and once la awltie
Gertmany, continua te heid titeir own in edgo teois and
engineers' and biacksiitis' laminers. Carpenters' teois are
entireiy freint te United States.

Farim and Garden Implements.-These are et Amenican
enigin, and as long as tiîey are neatiy produced and tho price
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