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of thre institute Tables were of the greatest importance ta the
professional men who surrounded him. There is no qjuestion
that the urgency àith which Mr. Heridrik'i pressced bis Views
upon the audience were %earranted. Looking back over the
history of the construction of the Tables, it la difficuit ta avoiti
lie couclusiou that tbey should lie recoustructed. A whale
geueratiou lias passed aivay silice the data were collected upon
wbich the cxisting Tables were formed ; anîd durinig tliat period
vast changes ini the rcience of sanuitatiail and ini the L-siowletdge
and treatisient of diseaàe have taken place-changes svhîcIl
bave unquestioîîably bad a niaterial influence upon tile
longevilty of the péople. Whether the inîproveniezt in the
rate cf mortality la su ntarked, aisld sa colistanit, as ta justify- a
reduction ini t; present ratin; of preniini, is a question wnicit
cat ?ily b lecitledl after a tbc>rough investigation; but the
public are certiinly looking for snch a diminution cf rates as
vwill zoakc life assurance more accessible ta the man cf smati
messis thans it slow la. ï1notlîir natter cf importance upson
wlticb Mr. fleiitlriksç touclied was thse interest rate assuuîiei ini
valutations. 1 observe witli consideralile satisfaction that while
hie appears ta lie fully alive ta tit iiecessity for strengtbcin
" reserves, *' e wis careful to caution Isis colleagues "Ita avold
doinsg ait' injustice tu preselit claitiianL-s. by postponing Ilte
.ILstnlbutiost of profits fairly eartied. ta the undue adivaulage or
the stili living policybaolders, as well as ta the future en:xnts"
Tite moltoa cf compaies in retdjL ta this questioni should bc.
festina lente. and it slîotîlà lme left ta thec actnary of cadi colis-
Ipaiày, aftcr duly considering il% constitution and its particular
circLuwstances. ta, use his discretion, wisdly, inu nakitig a reduc-
lion in the rate cf iinterest.

TUE i 'IORTALiTt' IN RA

recorde1 ini the report of the consmittee ta vthich dit: loii for
thet* Protection cf thse Public Ilealth'" w-4s rdtferred cannot lie
ver). encouraging rcaditîg to thc officiais o~f the conilpaities-
titherznative or foreigit -which arc ai-tîng on hifié business
within the boun<laries of *..z Repubii. The report states thist
whilc lte ratio of birtis is decreasing, the rate of mortality is
increasing - while thcre la a dccided diminution in the marri age
rnte. For instance, in l.S9o-the last ycar fur whicb the returns
aie availal-the birtîts were lms by 42,520 thait in i889, and
99rý féwer thau in i1883. The nunîber of marriages was also
lcas in the saine persod, being 269,3.32 as agaînst 2195.5-
the rate cf decease being contitous. Vie nitmber cf dtaths
had, on the other baud, irteadily iucreased ; the fipçres for iSSi
being $28,S28, and for iS9o $76,50.3. Thc comnîîttct talce cure
to point out that the clecreaute lu tIsc lirth rate is not conflned
tu France, but 5s apparent front t returus of other cousitrics.
In F.nglancl, for instance, the birth rate declined fromS 34.7 tu
30.2 per lcou, iu Beiglunu frouS 31-5 t0 28.7, and in Gefmauy
froi 38.9 tu 35.7 ; white in France the decline was front 25 ta
2s.5 per z,ooo. In Francz- the death rate la =a per st,oco, 2.e,
about tire more than in England ; white aniang infants it is
cspecWaly bigh, beiug no less thau 167 per st000.
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The Western of Toronto announces its scmî*an-
itual di'îidend at the rate of ta per cent. per annum.

The total loss by fire ini Minneapolis for 1S92 was
about $3go,oo,-a great reduction fromn i891, wben it
%vas ovêr au reven $î ,oooooD.

The London and Lancashire Life bas just paid, a
seiaunual dividend to sharebolders Of 2 shillings per
share, bcing at th,. rate of 10 per cent annually.

The new Colunibian Fire insurance company of
Louisville, Ky.,. %vith $2ooaoo capital and $48,ooo sur-
plus, bas taken the field for general agency business.

The Buffalo assessment lifi± association, called the
Lifc Reserve, after several attexnpts to patch ut) its im-
paircd financial condition, will go iuto the reccivcr's
lîands.

The Milwaukee fire departmnent bas been in-
crease.d by the addition af three new englues, one bok
and ladder truck and twc fiTe-boats, all at *a cost of

Bostan's big fire last weck af $1,300.000 il is ta
be haped will net; set a scorchiîîg exaniple for other
cies ta followv. About St,ooocoo insurance wvas
involved.

The New York Life tvrot* S170ooo,O00 of îtiv
ilIStiralce ilu 1892, tlle largtSt aMOUlnt ini its luistory.
liu £890 it tvrote souiething over $î 59,000,000, antd iu
18'91 $152,665,000.

The Globe Fire cf New York lias reinsurcd its
cxisitit1g busines!s 011 Iec. 31 in the Liverpool andi
London and Globe, but continues tranbacting îiew busîi-
niess -IS lieretofore.

The total caîls for fires ini New X'ork inii îSp were
,.ff, cf wlîicli 1,391 resulted ils miore or less daniage,
thlttotal loss be'ilg$4.8i91.557. Tie total lisýuraie it
ris], is estirnated at S83.246,935.

Amcng the znany Nuiw Vcer cards couitîsg ta our
satictutu, that of %Ir. E. D. L.acy, iiiîsasgcr of the i-
peurial for Canada, is espccially îîoticealale fur Ille fille
and life*like portrait of tit genial genîtlemn tiluon thie
reverse side.

As tberesuit of a jury trial, Judge Rtîssell of Newr
Vork lias sentcîîced %Iorris Spiegel :z) tlirce and a lialf
yiVers' imprisonmreiît for preselîting false certificatesof
loss to instirance companies afiera fire ini hiswholcsale
liquoir establislinient ini DEkceiubter, 1891.

We have received frostui t ulilier the fourteentit
volume cf Rozugh N'ofs, our Inidianapolis ccntenîpo)rarv.
Rough Nroies is one of aur valued exchanges, anîd fincîs
a promninent place upc»i aur slhelves as a fi-arless and
ably conductedl lusuranscejournal.

The Decemnber tire loss iii the United Stattes asitl
Canada turus out te bave becti $1 2.354.430-a 'ittlu
ruore thau for the prtcedîng nionti and, more tItan a
million dollars lessihan for Dzceniber. £891, and about
balf a million less than for thtat montx ini z89o.

The ftrst nuruber of thit fwiurane ,Zdrocgit, foîr-
merly the yizsurancc Edzo, of Philadelphia, il0w utider
the mianagem-.-il cf 'Mr. Hl. E. Roberts. z-aies out
neatly printed and wvell filled with editorial and othier
niter Nvhich gives pronfise of future success.

The Weekly Underwriter dots itself creici in
the issue cf its holiday supplenment devoted te Califoriiia
andi the Pacifie Coast, insuratice-wvist aud othtnwise.
The printing of the portraits and engravings conies as
near to perfection as the most fastidîous disciple cf
Faust could wish.

We understand that tit Northt Anierica,: Lueé of
Taronto closes !lhe rtcord of hast year %vlith a bandson,.e
advanct in insurance issued, ini total assetiî. and in sur-
plus. Tht total insurance in force %vil], il is said, t\cetd
$i2,oo,ao. Weé expect soons te give aur readers the
annual stateinent in detail.

The Insurance Age af New 'ork, sIttaking of the
control af tht British Anicrica by the UWestern. wtll
says : "bIr. Kenny is amodest, unassuning sort af man,
who, having lots ai business to iiiid, niuîds it te such
purtpose that the sticcess of tlt etrni lias betn cou-
spicuous ever since it cr..ered this country. lit is a
large enough man te drive this double tt-am jnst as
safély as he did bis single turnout ; and %while i is
net bis style te do uuci w ipcracking, his vehicles
will arrive at their distination all the sanie."


