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HMr. Rider Haggard,

In Rider Iaggard's last novel,
Montozuma's Daughter, which firet
appeared in tho Graphie, and which is
now published in book form, thls
popular novelist lont his namo to the
long oxploded fabol of an immauared
nun. Whilo tho hero is praclising as
a physician there comes to him one
night o strange lady who, drawing
aside o dark cloak, roveals * tho robes
of a nun,” B8ho is on an orrand of
meroy—t{o obtain **a poison of the
dondliest,"" the purpese of which sho
oxplaing. *‘In our convent thore dics
to-night n woman young and fair,
almost a girl indeed, who has broken
tho vows sho took. Sho dies to-night
with her babe—thus, O God, thus)
by buing built alive into the founda.
tious ot the house sho hias disgraced.”
It is the Abbess who speaks theso
words, and who, by seoret influonce”
and in return for *her faithful ser.
vices to the church,’ has obtnined
“ much of meroy" for the erring one
—to administer poison to her and her
babe. ‘I may do this, and yet have
no sin in my soul. I have my pardon
under seal, Hulp me, then, to boe an
innocent murdoress, and to save this
sinner from the last agonies 612 2arth,”

It is usoless ‘o follow tho gross
details of this offensive melcdrematio
scone. DBut it goes on to tell how
*““mason monks" mixed a heap of
burning lime, and how “a black-
robed, keen-eved priest camo to the
victim and holding tho cross beforo
hor face began to mutter I know not
what, 8ho thrust the crucifix aside,
and said: ¢I ghal! a0t be shriven by
such as you. I take my sins to God
and not to you—you who do murder
in tho npme of Christ.’

* The fanatic heard and a fury took

. him.

¢ ¢ Then go unshriven down to ——
you —-{'"

if thet is not enougl to suit tae
taste acd prejudice of tho * vulgus
profanum " it ig ugeless for others te
try. It is ahead of dimne novel style.
Mr. Haggard appends the following
note :

*“Lest such cruelty should soem impos.
eible and unprecedented, the writer may
mention that in the museum of the city of
Mozxico ho has scea tho desiccated body of a
young woman who was found immured in
tho wall of a religious building. With it is
tho body of an infant. Although the oxact
causo of her cxccution remains a mattsr of
conjecture, thero can be no doubt as to the
manner of her death, for, in addition to
other cvidonces, tho marks of the rope with
which her limbs wero boand in lifo aro still
distinetly visible. Such in those days were
the mercies of religica.”

The Catholic subscribers of the
Graphic bore tho insult with a meek-
ness which is bardly commendable ;
but the ohallenge did not pass un-
accepted. A Jeeuit Father — these
Jesuits are everywhero — wrote an
article in the Month making. mince-
meat of Yr, Haggard's pretensions. A
corrcaponderice also followed begween
the novelist and the Secratary of the
Cutiolio Truth Society, which gimply
elicited the acknowledg:neni from Mr.
KBaggard that the immuring of nuny
wag rarer than he supposed. Ho could
bring no historionl case — he had
merely seen in the the musourna in

Mexico the remains of a woman and |.

infant who were said to bave died that
way. There was no verification, no
official dooument testifying to the fact.
The bodies wera alleged to have been

——— i ey

found immured in a roligious houso;
and tho proof is, that Mr. Haggard
had scon tho skelotons.

One gontloman who had resided sov-
oral yours in Mexico ?ivea thio most like-
ly oxplanation. ¢ Until quite recontly
(namely, till 1870), everyone who died
in Moxico was buried or walled up in
a masonry tomb.'* This wus simply
becauso tho ground in the valley of
Mexico, on which tho city is built, ia
80 saturated with wator that if a grave
were oponed, oven te a depth of thres
feot, it would hiavo n layer of water at
tho bottom almost beforo the body
could bo laid in it.” Thoe comocteries
aro collcotions of nichies, In roligious
heuses tho dead were almost iavari.
ably disposed of in that way.

I'or a loug time abler writors than
Mr. Haggard havoe striven to discover
un immured aun and haveo failod most
misorably. And ho would have done
his reputation as antiquarian and
novelist, more good hnd hie not taken
hearsay ns historical ovidence, and
had be not drawn auch a false pioturo
—-n picture which brands him tho
slave of nursery stories, and depraved,
vulyar taste,

The Nsw P, P. A, Principles.

Wo aro treated to another dose of
P.P.A, principles which savour moro
of Judaio intoleranco than Christian
forbearance., It secoms that those
alrendy advanced were nat strong
enough to suit the tasto of the more
solfish and moro zealous. Tha oath
as finally adopted reads .

41 do most solomnly promise and swear
that I will not allow anyono a member of a
Toman Catholio Church to becoms a membor
of this order, I knowiog him to bo such;
that I will uso my intluence to premote the
interest of all Proteatants everywhere in tho
world ; that I will not employ a Roman
Catholic in any capacity if Ican procure the
services of a Protc-tant; that I will not aid
in building or {n mainialning by any ra.
sources any Roman Catholic church or insti.
tution of t{olr sect or creed whataoover, but
wilt do all in my power to retard and break
down tho power of tho Popo ;that I will not
eunter into any controversy with a Roman
Catholio upon the aubject of this order, nor
will I onter iuto any agreomeat with a
Roman Catholic to strike or creato a dis.
turbanco, whereby 1hio Roman Catholic cm.

loyees may undermine and substitute tho

rotestants ; that in all grievances I will
asek only Protestants, and counsel with
thom, to tho oxclusion‘df all Roman Catho-
lics, and will not mako known to them any.
thlng of any naturo matured at such con.
ferencos ; that I will not countenance the
nomination, in any caucus or convention, of
a Roman Cathollo, fcr any offico i tho gift
of the Canadian people, and that I will not
vote fcr, nor counsel othors to vute for any
Roman Catholic, but will vote only fora
Protoatant ; that I will endeavor at all timos
to place tho political positions of this Gov-
vermuent in tho hands of Protestants. (Re.
pest.) To all of which I do most solerunly
promize and swear. So help mo God.
Amen,"

Oandidates further obliged them-
solves not to aggociate in any way with
Catholies. Tlns trouble might be
gaved them if they would merely make
themselves known : our people would
gledly give them a wide berth. An
additional promise was inserted in the
first oath sdministered to ‘he candi-
date, the observauce of which goes so
far as to prohibit a member from
walking down stroet with a Catholic
or from going intoa store of one. Can
passion and bigotry go farther ?

Separate Schools,

———

Thero is nothing like a little opposi.
tion. Ii acts with all tho powers of o
ocharm. Here we have the P.P.A.
howling with rage against the Sepa-
rate Schools, and tho system stands
at atlention and steps forward with
vigor doveloped by the hate of our
anemipes,

To the East we have the valiant
Arobbishop of Kingstcn turning a
sobool on Howe Island into a Separate
School. This was a clear case of

principle. Catholics sometimes mnkow
thia mistako in seetions which are so
far as population goes sltogother
Catlolic.  The law requires tho test.
books of public schools to be of
n cortnin chiaractor. This sharacter

is agnostic; it ignores roligion alto-
gether. For a Soparato School to use
theso bouks is n mookery. DBotter
throw off the mask. A scction of
Catholics are just as uch obliged to
real Soparato Schools a8 a province.
Acting tharoforo upon this principlo—
tho only ono upon which a Catholic
rrelata could stand—his Grace Aroh-
Lielm Cleary insisted upon the Howo
Islaud B8choo! being turned into o
Hepurate School. It was, wo ropeat,
tho asscrtion of a principle, not the
tyranny of a majority of Catholics
over o minority of Drotestants; al-
though this would only be using their
own weapons.

'o tho West, we have, according to
the Sarnia Obsercver, the Cathiolics of
Patrolea deciding to establish ono or
more Separate Schiools. Why? Be-
cause thoy cannot stand tho insults
which are heaped upon their children,
so that attendanco at Public Schools
is intolurable. That is the reason.
And that is not peculiar to Petrolea.
Ask any fair minded parent of f'oronto
what idea is iustilled into his children
about Catholics in the Public Bchools
of the city. They will tell you a tale
which is enough to mako carnest men
think and tho faint hearted tremble.

The VYenerable Joan of Arc.

—

Tho decree of the Supremo Pontiff
ordering the veneration of Joan of Are
aud tho further proceedings of her
cause of boatification reealls the
memory of one of the most remarkable
figures of history. It does more. It
puts her in her right plece in history ;
for no one can deny that the peasant

girl who saved hier country and wns
put to death through rage and super-
stition carved out n high niche by Ler
courage, her piety and her many
virtues.

Born at Domremy, a smoll village
partly in Champagne aund partly in
Lorraine, a.p, 1411, she grow up in
simplioity under the training of a
pious mother. A propheoy of Merlin,
that the calamities of France were to
be removed by a chaste virgin, fixed
itsulf in tho mind of Joan that sha was
tho one called by God; and when
friends besought her not to enter upon
her task - ¢ There is,” she used to say,
“no help r France bu. in mo. I
would ratber spin by the side of my
poor mother, but I must go. My Lord
callsme.” She succeeded in gaiming
tho confidence of the Dauphin Charles.
In les: than eleven days this villago
maiden and child of soventeen wrupg
from the foes of France the fruits of
cleven years of conquest. The end
came, when she was taken prisoner
and fraud and ignorance allied them
selves against her, and consigned her
to the stake. But even here she is
more impreesive with the w~ord of
pardon for her enemies upon her lips,
clasping her crucifix, than when sho
bore that same crucifix in trumph as
she entered Orleans. LEngland and
Franco both rejoice ut tho well deserv
ed honor which the venerable Joan of
Aro has received at the hands of Lec
XI{I, and France has another reason
for being grateful to the Holy Father.

The Hawilton Spectator gravely in-
forms its readers :

¢ Tho United States Troasury Depart
ment is advised that tho Court of Appsa
hay decided that holy waters, as used in the
Church, aro entitled to free entey as wafors
unmedicated.”

It might bo a typograplical error
and should read *¢ walers medicated.”
Lven so, the paragragh would have
been better if any Catholio sehol boy
had revised it before it appeared.

X Timely Speoch,

Fow spooches hiave over beon de-
livered in Toronto more opportunely
than was that given by tho Hon. J.
G. Joly, ox-Premicr of Quebee, who
addressod o largo audience on Monday
ovening, Fob. 10th. A Protestant
ropresonting o Catholio constituenay,
hia spoko not as representative of tho
Quotes minority, but es a well quali-
fied witness, The various points
touohed upon were: 1st. Tho Pro.
testant minority and oftice; 2ndly,
Tho questicn of roligious rights, moro
particularly referring to Mr, Papinean ;
Urdly., The non-interferenco with re.
ligior ; 4thly. Legal matters; and
Hthly, The Jeswits' Estato Bill.

Upon all these points Mr. Joly
made an admirable defence of the
spirit of justico and fair play which
animatos the majority of Quebeo.
Upon the second bie showed olearly the
hollowuess of those who object to the

payment of the olorgy in Quebes :

*“Tho minority, in fact, does not scruple
to find fault wish thoreliglon of tho majoricy,
and to pity that majority ; would liko to
remedy the present atato of things, and in
quite willing toreliovo the French-Uaunadiaas
rom many abuscs, the welght of which they
themsclves do not feel. But what could
thoy do if they doprived the Ficnsh.Can.
adians of the religion in which thoy wero
brought up? Ho shuddered to think of the
results of such an evont. Tho Protestants
showed great grief at the aight of tho clergy
supported by tithes, and the farmers paying
1 26th of their .nroéucu to tho priest. Fer
his part, ho thought that the faircst way of
lupgortlng & clergy, and was acquaiuted
with Protestant olergymen who would bo
very glad to bo 80 supported. Ho thought
{t the faircst of all aystoms, that when the
Almighty sends plentiful harvests His priest
benefits by Divine bounty, and when the
crop Is poor tho pricst alao suffers. It was
perfactly right to associate the clergy with
the farmers® welfare, And it is onco! the
mos¢ besutiful featares of tho character of
the simple French-Canadiar farmor to see
tho honesty and faitbfulpe.s with which he
discharges his duty to hia church. But,
though the Proicstants pity the Roman
Catholics for ghat, yet the Romaa Catholica
do not futerfore with tho manner in which
they pay their clergy—or rather with the
maooer in which they do put pay them.
‘Tho Roman Catholics do not interfore with
t1 @ chuich-buildiog of the Protestants ; and,
whilo tho I otestants attribute much of the
}:o\'erty of tho Roman Catholics to their

abit of church-building, the poverty of the
Proteatant farmer was pever attributed to
his church building. In point of fast, tho
Protestaut church 13 usually the worst build.
ing in the district. Thereisa feeling which
does honor to the habitant, and that s his
prido in his cburch. Thero is very littls
ornament in his own house, but ail his am-
bition is to decorate his church and to
make it a monument worthy of his God. It
thoso present could but sco how ho enjoys
this they wouldsay that thio money thusspont
was woll lald out. Aad as to tho ansortion
that the farmers aro bled to build churchos,
it must bo remembered that now churches
are not bullt every year.”

Turning to the Jesguity' Eatates Bilt
he said ;

“*The greatest objeotion made to tho Jesuit
cstates bill was that it had sot aside tho
authority of her Majesty, aud substitated
tho authority of the Pope thorefor. In the
long preambls tho whole csse was Iaid out,
but fu tho practical preainblo the authority
of tho Pogo was not substituted for that of
her Mojosty. In tho agitation that took
place at tho timo it was said that the sacred
rights of her Majeaty had been ignored, and
that the power of the Pope had been recog-
nized fustead. Now, in the whole body of
tho bill there was not ono word of the Pope
or tho Holy Soo, or avything of that kind.
It might bo asked why had the namo of the
Popo appeared in the proamblie of the bill?
He would appeal to any lawyer to know if
ho wauted to wind up any company, to
mako any avrangement, to sottlo any claim
whatever by logistation, would it not be in-
dispensable that there anould bo stated the
rights of both partics, and especially that it
should bo provided that the authority to
approve or sanction tho agreement should
be stated I°

It I had been in tho Houso when this
bill was passcd,” declared Mr, Joly, I as
a Protestant, would have insisted upon
having tho name of the Popoe in it, and his
approval of it, so that the claim should not
have been made a second time. I shonld

have said that it was indispensablo that the
Popo's name should bo placed in the bill,”



