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As a sec itiel t my note on page 1. the followingl correspmndence
iii succeding issues of 771<. /11k is %worth reproducing

Mr. \Vîn. Brewster, writ.ing in the ()ctoher nuîwber, s'lys

cIn an article which appeaued ini the j uly numbher of T/we Au1k 1
(lCsci ibed at S(>me IengUi a pecuiliar proccss of regurgitation emptoyed

1b, the FHickr in feeding ils yotîng, hei~in n ilndccd reariik in,'
at the tiie that the habit Nvas uniknowni or at leaist nreorde1. 1
seeflis, howcver, that itl had beeni previously, ohserved by Mrs. Olive
IThornie Miller, who publishced an accouint of it in iS90 in the :11/an//c

Mfont/z1;, the -article .eg IftCrWalr(IS (ill 1892) Yel)ibled in a Col-
lection of cssaYs entitled ' Little Brothers of the i.

"It is a j)ity that wî iters like Mýrs. ïMiller- gifîcd %vith rare poivers

of observation and blesscd Nvithl abundant oI)portunities for exercising

ulîcm -cannot bc induccd to record at least the more Important of

ciheiir discoveries in somne acc'reditcd scienuific journal, inst.cad of

scattering themi broadeast over thc pages of popular mnagaiies or

newspapers, or amhushing them in books with lilles such as ihat. jusi
"quoted."

And MUrs. Olive Thorne Miller, in the January numnber, replies
iMr. Brewster's genîle admonition in Tl/w Auk of October last

9sems to eall for an explanation of my position. 'l'ie reasons 1 tur
cmore readily to a literary than to a scienti fie channel of expression

"ar seerl fot t0 speak of the fact that I arn naturally of literary
rather than scientific proclivities. There is first my great desire to

"bring mbt the lives of others the deliihs to be found in the study of
nature, wvhich necessitates the using of an tînscientific publication and
'a titie that shall attract, even t.hough it may, in a mecasure, arnbush
"my subject.

"Again, neyer having studied scientific ornithology, and having no
"lime ai present, if I hiad the wish to do so, and moreover, having an
"intense love of live birds, and an almost Buddhisic horror of having

themi killed, I niust admit of feeling the least bit oui of my elenient


