
In sanmmer these deer live on the great rocky %vilderness that
extcnds frorn a short distance north of Athabasca and Reindeer Lakes,
betveen Great Slave Lake and Hudson's Bay, to the Arctic Occan. In
the auturnn they colîct togethecr in large bands and inove southwards
into the %vooded country where they spend the winter, leaving again for
the Barrens in tlie early spring.

During the present y-ear the writer spent the sunmer in one of
their favourite witcring grounids in the hitherto unexplored region
north of Churchill River and south-east of Lake Athiabasca. Aliiost
ail of the deer were at the time away to the north, but a fewv stragglers
had remiained behind.

Our party entered the country by ascending the Caribou River, a
stream about as largye as the Rideau, flowing into, Churchill Uiver 225
miles north of Battieford. On the first of July it w'is found to be at
is extreme high water level. Its batiks were overhung withi willows.
and its bed was quicksand, so that we could neither track nor pole, but
wiere obliged to ascend it %vith the paddle against a heavy and cons'tant
current. The river flows in - wvide valley, with highi granite ridges rit
sorte distance back on both sides.

As the river is ascended, poplar, white spruce, and ail u:nderbrush

gridually disippear, and the country becomes generally Nvooded %vith
Banksian Pine, with Bilack Spruce in the wvet places, and great stony
tracts devoid of tiniber of any kind. \Ve have non' reachied the winter
homne of the Caribou wvhich in this region stretches northwvard fromi
about Lat 56' 45'. It consists of long almost bare huis of Archoean
rocks, sep.arated by wide valleys, the bottois of which are fillcd with
sand and ridg-s of boulders. In these valîcys lie niany smnail
lakes, on the shore of one of which, near the head of Caribou River,
the Hiudson's Bay Coxtipany establislied a smalt trading po>st last
autumtn, and traded with the Indians throughout dte winter, but.in
spite of the fact that meat is abundant the Indians are Pot going back
there this winter and the post lias been abandoned.

The Indians report that the deer collect on the frozen surface of
these lakes duririg the day in immense herds, and are readily killed as
long as the desire remains to shoot theni, or tii! the whole herd is


