
THE B3EHRING SEA SEAL COMMISSION.

Every niember of the OTT~AA 1irLD NAruR.AuS'rS' CiUP. lWiSt

feel proud that one of our niost highly esteemied mcm bers, D r. G. 'M.
IDawson, First Assistant I)irector of thc Geological Survey of Canada,
should have been chosen as one of the twvo ]3ritishi Commnissioners en-
trusted withi tLie investigation of the habits of the F"ur Seal in the B3ehring
Sea. l'le United States Commissioner is, our corresponding memiber,
Dr. C. Hart Merriami, of Washîington, wlic, won sucli golden opinions
from aIl wh'lo had the good fortune to meet Iimi in Ottava a fewv years
ago whe n lie attended our spring outing to Kingsmiere, on the occasion
Of the excursion given by the Club to the Fellows of the Royal Society
of Cai.ada. There are no two nien in Amierica better fitted to carry
out th-s important investigation, and the association of their naines wvith
thiat of Sir Georg Bde-ol, the Englishi Commiiissioner, ensures

that the work 'vili be done in a thorough and scientitic maniner. D)r.
I)aison is the eidest son of Sir Williamn Da,.-son, Principal of McGill
Universiiy. He wvas born at Pictou, Nova Scotia, August îst, 1849.
Although a comparatively young nian, his career lias been a brilliant and
useful one. Educated at 'McGiii «University, Montreai, and the Royal
School of Mines, London, Engla nd, to the associateship) of which lie %vas
adnîitted in 1872, and Nvhere he hcid the l>uke of CornivaWls Scholarship,
given by the l'rince of Wales, and took the Edward Forbes Medal in
* Palwontology and the 'Murchison 'Meda-l in Geology. H-e wvas apIIpoinitcd
Geologist and Naturalist to Her Majesty's I3oundary Commission in 1873,
and investigated the country along the boundary of Canada and the
UTnited States, froni the Lake of the Woods to the Rocky Mounitains.
In 1875 lie issued his report under the iie of IlThe Geoiogy and Re-
sources Of the 4 9 th Parallel,> and in the samie year received an appoint-
ment upon the Geological Survey of Canada, since which time he has
done much valuable work in exoloring the unknown regions of Birltish
Columbia and the Northi-West Territories. In 1877 he conimanded the
Y7ukon river expedition to Alaska, m.àking a boat voyage of '3oo miles,
with one P)ortage Of 5o miles, from the basin of the L.iard to thie X"ukon.
D)r. I)awvson hias travelled extensively and studied in Europe. He is a
member of many scientific bodies, and 'vas one of the original 1Fellowvs
of the Royal Society of Canada. He is a J)octor of Science, and is also
an LL.D. both of Queen's University, K-ngston, and McGill Uiiiver


