
Thero is a i)optllar fallacy that the hunian body sometirnes turns to stone
after burial, and this error ig owing to the fact tliat the fat and nitiscular
tissues change after death to a waxlike substance called adipocere, which
being tolerably flrrm, often preserres the form and features of the body

in a mnore or less perfect condition for a few years after death, but tIiis
only retards, not prevents, the final and complete decomposition of
the soft parts.

Mfoulds or casts may be either of the interior or of the exterior of

thle sheil of the inollusc, the ctip of a coral or crinoid, or the skeleton of

aiiy oruganisin possessing sucli.
Taking as an example the slieli of a miolluse wvhicl, after being

filled wvith inud and bui-ied iii the ocan bed, wvas .subjected to influience
wvhich <issolved ont the shel-an interior and extorior cast, witli an

eml)ty space betwveen, wvould be the resit. Uowever, it is very riirelv
that a cavity is lef r., as iu any po-u matrix ruinerai part.icies would

be deposited until a filling is forniied. A familiar instance of a cavity

or rnould is th-at of a citizen of Pompeii fotind during the excavation of
the streets of' thiat city. The man liad probably been suffiocatcd iii the

showvers of asiies fromu Vesuiviais. A plaster cast wvas muade of the cavity,.

and the toi-m of the Ponipeiian restored to humaxi gaze after a lapse of

1,800 years.
Through caretul oberservation of readiiy accessible rock masses in

various countries as to their super-position, minerai cliaracters, and.

included fossils, (eoloaists have beemi enabled to break up the entire-
stratifled series into a numrber of different divisions or formations, eachi
characterized by goneral. uniformity o? minerai composition, by peculiarity
o? position withi regard to the others and by a l)eculia~r assemblage of

fossils ; and fuirther, to break UI) each o? the primary divisions into a
series of sniaIler ones similarly characterized and distinguislied. In no
known locality can ail these rock groups be seen surniounting, one
another in uiiterriup)ted succession. rhere are localities wvhere repre-
sentatives o? the Canibrian, ýSilurian, 01<1 Red and Carboniferous are to
be found fo1lowving one another in regular succession. But, on the
other hand, there are localities where the Carboniferous rests on the
Silurian and the Old Red is absent, and this may have been owing
either to the elevation of the Silurian beds above the sea immiediately


