
9TiIE IWESSENGIER OF~ TrIE SACRED I!EART

sa'vtion. This is Chri.stiaii dlisinterestedness, a formn of

the charity that St. Paul mentions in bis First better

to the Corinthiaus.
In order to be truly disinterested, we must x.uake thv

interests of Christ pass before our own. We mnust til,àk

rather of extending the Kingdomn of God than of advaiic-

inog iii the path of wealtb and bonors. We mnust be

ready to sacrifice ail these and our very selves, if God's

glory cails for it; and God's ob:ry and our neigb.bor's

welfare inay soinetimes, eal for it.

Trhis sounds hieroie ; but wmhat do those thousands of mcii

and womnen do wbo give up home and kindred t(ý follow

Chirist imore closely? They retire to cloisters and die to

thle world, the better to bide their sacrifices froin eyes of

1e ~ho ca.nnot understand. sticl tbli.,gs ; they start out

to foreig-n and barbarous lands to bring the mnessagIe

of the Saviour to ieil wb'o are utter strangers, to thein,

and Nvbio have no dlaim to thieir sympathies, except that

t'hey have tbe image of Christ graven on t'heir ininiortal

souls. Is muot this Cbristian djsinterestedness ? and cari

a uxnn show greater cbarity than to gyive up bis life for

bis fellow-mnan?
But thie practice of sncbi heroic disintcrestedriess re-

veals a special grace of God, wbiicb it is ouly the )ri\--

ilege of the mninority to claim. We do not preteiid

that the practice of this virtue shoilld be connselled for

the grTeater iuiber, so far as to, make it nieccssary for

thein to give up ail ai-d retir.- to solitude. ?vlch less

that tbey shouid neglect the dutieb of their state or thie

obligrations that bind pare-:.ts and chuldren, miasters aîîd

servanits, etc., in order for instance, to rush into the calm

of prayer and contemplation, or into ill-timed xvork' of

zeal. A inother wbo -wonzld show i.er Christian (115111-
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