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been smitten into life by the action of electricity |istration, ehange is the proof of defect, and llml'dynnaticn which preccded hims they served the

upon a portion of gelatinous matter.”  We have which is perfect must be peimauent.
striking illusu:anons of the mn;mcr lln ‘:ll-“?h tlu': It becomes n most interesting question to us,
progres ol: seience proves f‘"‘;. wl the ":'c“ N jhos the perfections aimed at been reached, and is
:iuhdcht).', in the c.:pos urcIt:l‘.l ": t lCOtl;y t))thnc' B tlus wotld now m ats ultimate condition 2 We do
iscoveries in geology. is twee, that tho re- § ) Ature i : )
sarches of {I:"is:syruvca Jrozress in cieation not need to come to nature for the unswer, Jut
redrches of geolog p‘l prog But if thi 10 we leave cut the answer of revelation, nature
from the “"_“:l’"'g r.q:u:‘u? to "t":"' ) "ll’l’l l‘:’ itself rephies in the ncg.\li\"-.wnlh no ambigious
theury of deve o.pmul\ v Ln.rcox “;l’ “‘:_ ": =10} voice, Ttis tine that responsible man occupnes a
. . . 5
ﬁ:‘l’”fe su‘r::cs:;v‘(. ¢ a‘j‘ s;; f:;\u ':‘:s."?“":l :" i proud prescimnence over the 1aere brute pitures
ervuryo state, M; smduatly d w"m ng IELAUCY | hich ruled the globe beovre hun, but it canaot be
p.x.ssc:! into Um.hllg l:‘;’ onlers, jercus, ‘;}' (.;xa- thought that the attributes cither of the individual
mination, precisely the reverse appears. Uptoa] w0 0 vonie nedfecti It is true that
Lo \ p race, ate perfection, is tiue tha
c“.m'" p.omt no trace of the existence of a cllass ?r we find A wise and wondetful adaptation of the
animals s found, then all at once l.h.u ¢ amlls carthi for ity inhabitants, but we should haye found
f"";fd {u'" fm‘:l" :""l m.xturci( P;ur .:;:stanrte “'; the suune at any previous period of its geological
carliest fishes that appear rank not with sprats and 1y lgry - When fish and reptiles were its only
mmn;;wsf but ;"":: “l""k_s and :;“”""'\';’,';;' l;‘ YOIt tenauts, it would hase scemed a world formed ex-
a collectivn of obsenvations, Mr, Mitler shows sy . Wheth re look at
pressly for thur reception. wther we look o
that the lcndcnf:y has been not to developi "t'. man or s circumstances, the very oppusite ol
!mt t’o dc.gmdauon; that dfc most perfect type of pestectionand penuanence is their most fragrant
its class is found at the c""h.“t stage, f‘"" .“"“ af- churacteristic,  Everything  in man scoms to
lcma.rd.»!hz:rc :s 2 dcg"‘d“"o"’.bm,l: n sire f:"d streteh after a condition which he never attains,
¢ Phe ‘as o v s M
orgavization, ! There was a time? he says, “inf 44 common language speaks of nature’s zreat
wlich the ichithyic form constituted the highestfy, o 10 his present circumstances as change,
cxmnp.lc of fe, but the s2as did ot tlien SWARn 1y scay, if there were no other indication of the
with fish of th? degraded type. Tl"}"’ Was 18 g nreaching end, speaks every where with irres
:lkcbm:nmer a “:l“c \::sm" all the c:\rm\'(;r;m's and} g stible cmphasis, I decay is thehighway to dis-
t.'lcr l\bomuls Quadrupe “‘;"’ rL.[:n:'s'c.nlc( Yy l’%l”- solutirn,—if that which is decaying and growing
'c:" Ul t ;uc are "°‘,i“°_; "fa.a','”’,“’."‘ r‘:}:‘;‘_cs‘ old is ready to vanish away, we have but to open
on the m..ull t how as’ m,,l:xul over it the ; b't“ our eyes to rcad the doom of the existing constitu-
was an aflertime when birds scemn to have beeny;, : .
n of things,
the sole representatives of the warm blooded ani- o
mals, but we find from the pnnts of their fect m| ¥he geological history of our planet, as well as

sandstone, that the tallest men nught ¢ walked the aatural and moral lustory of our race, dis-
under their huge legs.? Further, there was a countenance tiee infidel dream of a quict develop-

tune whea the quadrupedal mammaliz were the j it of the present hnperl"cclion into lh.at perfecs
magnates of creation, but 1t was an age in which | o0 of ‘."“ future, o \\'hlch‘every J“""g pounts,
the sagacious elep hant was the mhabitant of every { whilst ail that we huow of God, as. lus works,
country in the ola world, and when vast henls of} forbid the idea that the present system will merely

aclosely allied aud equally collossal genus occupred Le cut offy and the wocld be abolished, It is true
its place in the new,” .{that sin has entered, and that man’s home has

been cursed for man’s sake; but we are not to

The conclusion is irresistible, that in the suc- | entertain the thought that the Creator was taken
cessive stages of advancement, through which the | by surprise by that catastrophe, and his ulumate
earth aud its inhabitants have passed, there has | plan thwasted,  Tue continuance of the terrestral
licen an interposition of the crcative power, dis- | state, under a medutorial adm..sstration, was no
tinet and direct, as is represented in the Mosmic ,  happy atier thought,” but most clearly mtnuates
account, when on the first day God said, # Lot that the great dusizn of progressive perfection 1
there be light ;* wwhen on the second day God said, | not abandoned, G.ology, then, would lead us
“Let there be a firmament in the midst of the, to the inference that when the present cycle 1s
waters,¥—when on the thurd day Cod said, ¢ Lot fultilied, « sudden and complete overthrow will
the earth bring forth grass,” and so on ontil, man’s| be the precusor or accompaninient of a new ma-
home being prepared, God said, “ Let us make man, nifestation of creathve power, carrying forward
inour image.” At each surcessive stage, when ! the design, and bringing upon the stage a higher
the earth was prepared for any of the series of its | manifustation of ereature life, Science, of course,
inhabitants, the creative kiat brought forth thal,cnnnot:cll us whether the end is at hand, or stsll
class perfect in its kind,  Throughout its peculiar remote. It canmot tell us whether the next
period it became degraded, perhaps by the very change will be final, or only one step in advance,
influences which were preparing for another and ' It cannot tel! us whetler the soil on which mau
a higher elass of occupauts. Then whentheends ' now acts his part, will be the scpulchre of the
of that age were served, by a silent and sudden | race, as the strata beneath us have proved to be
destraction, * the world that then was, perished,” | of preceding dynasties, or whether man shall par-
Again the Creator comes forth, und over the ticipate in the advancement of his abode, and be
graves of the former establishes new orders of | raised in glory and honour, to rulc in the new or-
beings, which in like manner passing through |der of things. There are, indeed, some things in
their reign become in turn subordinate to a higher. ! the nature and history of man which favours the
There is in all this a manifest design pressing on latter supposition. There is this evident distinc-
towards perfection, For under the divine admine | tion hetween him avd the extinct or subordinate

purpose of their existence, and their destiny came
up 10 their desives and capabilities ; but it isothere
wise with him,  And if the present state of being
bounds either hig action or his enjoyment, it is an
anomaly in the wotks of his Creator, s marked
ag if a world had hccn_ltﬂ unfinished, or abane
doned when only half made,

To the nbove guestions, however, seology pives
o positise auswers, batats conclusions adourably
aquadiate with what the more sure woid of pro.
phecy reveals,  Inthe gospel we tearn that gust
stich a change as we have anticipated will oecur
—a change sudden and complete, and bringing
into the field once more Tir Wonn, ¢ without
whom was not anything made that was made,”
[t tells us of the subtle, but efficicut agency of fire,
by wlhich the destruction of the esisting system
will be accomplished, It tells us of & new crea-
tiou—a re-creation—uew heavens and a new carth,
It points us to this as the consummation and pers
feetion of the plan, “Yet once more,” saith
Gad, ¢ I shake not the carth only, but alss heae
ven, ¢ Andthis wonl, Yet once more, sixnific.h
the removing of those shings that are shaken, as
of things that are made, that those things which
cannot be shaken may remain,” There is but
onc wmore revolution in which the tiperfect shall
be swept away. ‘The purifying agency of fire
will remove the wood, hay, and stubble 5 and after
this the perfect”shall be pernanent, It teachey
us, morcover, thut the ransomed of our race,
brought forth in incorruption, witl be the oecupants
of that perfected world.  The individuals inactuad
and conscious identity, but advanced just as far
above their present fiailty as responsible man now
is above the lowest of dynasties which preceded
him, By piercing the two records together—that
revealed in Scripture and that revealed in rocks—
records which, however widely geologists may
mistake the one, or commentators misunderstand
the other,” have emanated from the same great
Author, we learn that in slow and solemn majesty
has period succeeded period, each in succession
ushering in a higher and yet higher scene of existe
euce 5 that fish, reptiles, mammifirous quadrupeds,
have reigned in turnj that responsible man,
formed in the image of God, and with dominion
over all the ereatures, ultimately entered into 3
world prepared for his reception,  But farther, we
learn that this passing scene, in which he forms a
prominsnt fighire, is not the final onc in the long
series, but merely the last of the preliminary seenesg
and that period to which the by-gone ages, incals
culable in amount, with all their well-proportioned
productions of being, form the imposing vestibule,
sitall have perfection for its eccupant, and eterity
for its durution,

We have but in brief hints pointed the way
to agreat and solemn study.  Viewcd insuchcons
nections, science hecomes invested withan awful
majesty, which is not its own, and the every
day scenes of life become as puitals of the tabere
nacle of God, which is about to dwell with men,

Wae should take care we do not maks our pro.
fessfon of Religion a receipt jn foll for all othey
obligations,—Newilon,
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