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OUR ELDERSHIP.

1 wish to, cali the attention of Friends
to some changes in our meetings for
ministers and eider.-, which 1 have long
thought would be beneficial, and which
1 believe our Society is now ready to take
into consideration, and in rnany meet-
ings to adopt. I have advocated,with ap-
proval, in our meeting, a recognition of
the fitness of some of our younger meni-
bers for the position of eider. I fuliy
believe it is a fact that in many cases
mem bers; have been made eiders not
hecause they were eminentiy fitted for
the position but because they seemned of
a very suitable age for it, and in other
cases friends better fitted for the wor..
were flot appointed mereiy because they

:eyounger. It is tirne our Society
recognized the fact that age, and flot
teligious experience and fitness, has
had too much weight in such appoint-
ments in the past. This discerning
power which discovers the truth, is not
conflned to the aged alone, neither are
fliey alone the ones who give encour-
agtment or caution to the ministiy, an.d
especialiy to those young in the min-
istry! I have had young Friends corne
anid sit by me, and quietiy breathe mbi
rny soul, not into my ears oniy, but into
my soul, worcls of comfort and encour-
agement that gave new hope and new
life. These are eiders, indeed. Yet
our Society wiii flot openly recognize
themn as such merely because they are
young in years. Their presence wouid
bring new life into our meetings for
niinisters and eiders, and they would do
much to, encourage those 1'young in
the ministry."

What are we gaining by ciosing our
dijors at such meeting to the rest of
Our membership? Is it that the sanie
spirit which, a few years ago, debarred
ail but niembers from attendance at our
meetings for business, is stili ciinging to
us? Or is there some higher motive?

These meetings are often favored
seasons, and I have gone fromn them,
more than once, regretting deepiy that
our Young piýopie wére flot witli us.

1 believe the subject worthy our con-
sideration, and hope to see more of
our meetings acting in the Uine of these
suggestions. S P. Z.

DIED.
ScorýT.-In Aylmer, on the 3rd September,

1390, Mary L., wWte of Elijah D). Scott,
daughter of Amos G. nnd Elizzleth B. Canby,
aged 48 years and 12! days.

OBI1TUARY.

Sad indeed seerns death when the
r _ýws of it cornes to us unexcpectedIy of
sorne one we have recentiy secn in ap-
parent heaith. Unexpected indeed, to
us, was the death of Levi Watson, of
Galen, son of t:he late Stephen and
Sarah Watson, deceased, aged about
54 years. The funeral was heid on
Thursday, NOV. 20, at Ila o'clock. The
sermon was preached by Sunderland P,
Gardner, of Farmir.gton, who, though
said to be *about 89 years of age, deliv-
ered what was said by those who have
heard hini often in the years gone by,
to be the best sermon they ever heard
fromn his lips. For a full hour and a
haif he held the audience spell-bound,
setting forth '-very point of the dis-
course in language s0 clear and. beau ti-
fui that even the blind might see it.
and those who had been deaf might
Ihear the truth. The words seemed to
flowv forth as with no effrort, and oniy
once in ail that time did he recail a
word and replace it with another, which
seems remarkabie, as he neyer uses
notes, nor knows beforehand what hoe
shall say. Especially beautiful was the
picture hie gave of the inner life of the
deceased, setting forth his thoughts
and motives more clearly, perhaps,
than many could who have known him
intimately. This power must certainly
be cornforting to mourning friends, aI-
most seeming as though the ir ioved had
spok, n. I neyer saw this so plainly as
I have since grandfather died, and
Sunderland repeated over his body the
sarne favorite verse of a hymn that hie
used to chant to me in infancy when I
sat upon his knee. It 15 flot iikely that

YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEW. B185


