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o the depo£ZVIsl°n of the Act is that relating
or nv'l of married women in Post.office
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proceedings against each other for the protec-
tion of their separate property, and give evidence
against each other, Many of the new pro-
vigions need to be judicially construed before
their effects can be rightly gauged, but ¢nough
has been said to indicate that the law relat-
ing to the property of married women has
undergone a most drastic reform, and, bene-
ficial as may be many of the privileges which
wives now possess, it is to be feared that the
Act will be found to cut both ways.

Scarcely less sweeping are the general effects
of the Settled Land Act. Briefly put, its object
seems to be to give every limited owner in pos-
session of land full power to deal with that land
in every way, just as if he were a prudent and
well-intentioned absolute owner in possession.
At the same time, facilities have been given
for making outlays upon the land, and the
rights of persons interested in remainder, or
otherwise, are by no means lost sight of. Many
of the provisions of the Act have, it is true,
long been customarily and voluntarily inserted
in settlements, and the same powers which have
frequently been exercised by trustees will in
future belong to the limited owner in possession.
Thus, a tenant for life may now sell a settled
estate, or any part of it, or «any ease ment,
right, or privilege of any kind over or in rela-
tion to it.” He cannot, however, sell the man-
gion-house and its demesne without the consent
ot the trustees of the settlement, or an order of
the court. Considerable difficulties exist in
predicting the effect of a great part of the Act,
since it is 80 worded that until judicial deci-
sions have been given it will be impossible to
say what limits there may or may not be to the
rights and liabilities it confers and imposcs.
Again, the tenant for life may exchange the
settled land, or any part of it, for other land,
or he may concur in making a partition where it
is held in undivided shares. He may also
lease the land for any purpose—on a building
leage for any term not exceeding ninety-nine
years, on a mining lease for no longer than sixty
years, and on any other lease for any term not
exceeding twenty-one years, Further,a tenant
for life impeachable with waste may, on obtain-
ing the leave of the trustees of the settlement,
or an order of the court, cut and sell «timber
ripe and fit for cutting :” but it does not appear
who is to decide upon what trees are to be



