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This law Nvas modifiedl iu 1736, 1739, 1763, and. 1794, iu
which yecar the foilowing remarkable clause w<as added :-Art.
46, £'The instruction in school inust be continued until the
child. is fomnd to possess the knowledge necessary to, every
rational beiing. he clergyman of the district deterinies this."
Aiiinudments were passeci also in 1808, 1811, 181.2, 1817 ancl
1825, wvhen the coînpulsory law wvas enforced in ail newly
acquired territory. By act of Frederick Williami IV., in 1850,
the ]Prussian constitution provided for a continuance of the
marne lawvs.

Since 1850 every state of Germiany lias adopted compulsory
laws,, and iii 1890 the Prussian IJiet, passed a general compulsory
act, of which clause 1 reads :-"' Ev'ery child within the kzingdomi
of Prtissia miust follow the course of instruction laid down for
the elernentary schools." By this act the terni of coîupulsory
attendance wvas fixed to extend fromn the sixth to the fifteenth
year. It wvent into force on the first of October, 1890.

Gerinany to-day reports no illiterates. During tAie year 1888
ont of 500,000 children of school ace, but 5,145 wvere absent
froin school. longer than. the time a-,llowecl by lawIN, or but ixbou"t
one to the thousanci. In Berlin but fifteen parents proved
lawv-breakzers, and in ail Germany but 1,020 were finied for
delinquency.

Denmarlz, Switzerland, Becgiumii, Bavaria, andl France, liave
comnpulsory iaws xvhich are effective and salutary. In a recent
address in 'Washington, R'ev. William M1,orley, of New Zealand,
gave it as one of the evidences of progrcss and prosperity in the
colonies of New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, South
Australia, West Australia, New Zealand, lasmnania, and Fuji,
that, they ail hiave free secular and coiu)?lsory education by
state provision, Iu the United States, twenty-seven states anci
territories have compulsory iaws, no less thian 16 hiaviiîg
enacted sucli laws since 1886.

Massachusetts passed lier first compuisory Law iii 1642, when
a fine of 290 shillings xvas imposed for nonl-attendauce. The
truant law wvas passed in 1850, and the foundation of the
present compulsory iaw in 1852. This law of 18529 required
attendance of ail children between 8 and 14 years of age for at
period of not, less thani 12 weeks in eachi year. The truaniey
laws were consolidated into a general statute in 1859, made
more effective iii 1862, when schiool districts were compeiled to
carry out these laws.

A new and more satisfactory act xvas passed in 1873, when
the lengthi of coinpulsory attendane wvas changtiçed fromi 12.) to
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