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humble workman. But, iii -the course of my daily ]abor, certain convic-
tions have forced themselves on niy mind ; and 1 thank God that hie hias given
me the opportunity of stating themn before thia meeting. One of the grounds
on which this Society mnay clam precedency is the mode in 'which she renders
aid to ail missionary societies. She is not the handmaid, but the royal
benefactor. -I have to thank tUiis society for ail the encouragement she has
given to our missionaries, throjughout the world, by printing, to any extent
on the shortest notice and under circumsts.nces of every conceivable difficulty,
whatever translations we have asked it to print. But the society hus done
miore than thia. There is a modest toue in the report as it states, -version
ufter version, Ilat the request of the WVesleyan Society," "lut the rcquest of
the Ohurch Missionary Sor.iety," "lat the request of the London Missionary
Society." The Bible Society has done far more than printing at the requcet
of this or that Society,; she hae exerted a gentie pressure on every tiociet ' .
We, perhaps, beingy engaged in other niatters, might 'have been backward in
placing in the hands of our native churches the whole Word of God. The

jpressure has corne fromn this society : lier languarre has been: " lWhy do
you tarry ? Give us more of thet bicssed Word. We are ready to print it.
We are ready even to support your own maissionaries, if yzni ca:nnot do it
yourselves, whi]e they itre engaged in this work ; only ]et the whole Word of
God te given at the eurliest period to the native churches." And thus she
hue acted, not only for the Ohurch Mlissionary Society, but for every qther
Society. The secretaries of other societies are present to answer for them-
selves.

There ie another mark of royal munificence in the actions of the British
and Foreign Bible Society. It takes our version, or the version of uny other
society, and puts upon it the stamp of common property. It is no longeTr the
version of the Churcli Missionar7 Society, or any other Society. That littie
staînp which is on the backs of ail the books which thue British and Foreign
Bibile Society issues, ie like "the broad arrow" whicli mekes it common pro-
perty foi *-he defence of the ivhoie nation, no longer belojpginga to this or that
society, but belonging to the church of Christ in every clinie and in every
uge. There le, I think I may say, even a yet higher dlaimi which this society
possesses upon our regard, than the aid she renders, and the manner in whichi
it is rendered. This Society le a centre of union among the various mis-
sion ury societies, and exorcises a moderating and binding influence among
themn ail. In our separute committee rocime we are necessarily engaged with
peculiar questions. We have, for instance, in our society, the Bpiscopal
question, the Liturgical question, and inany other questions, and I presume

ta vr te it asit on pcuir and special questions. If, then,
rooms-we inight imagine that we are engaged, not in the propagation
of a common Christiauity, but of sonue peculiar form, ; we should be thinking
of Episcopacy, or Independlency, or Presbyterianism. But rhen we go to thc
committee-room in Earl Street we leurn that the great objeet to which ail out
efforts are directed is one and the same-the establishment of Christianity

rthroughout the world. The samo~benefit which manifesta itself in the church
ut home, manifeste itself, J think, ranch more in tise churches abroad. It
hues been oftein caet in the teeth, of PErotestant missions, and it is to this day
the practice of our opponents to say that thse Protestant church presents such
a vuriety of seots, and sucli divisions and subdivisions, and so much 0op-
position betweer, tzc7.s other, that the native mmnd cannot discover which
amonget us le tise true religion, the religion of the Word of God. To ail tiss
it is a common and obviuus uuswer,. tliat the Bible is tise point of union. But
observation and long rixperience have induced me to ask another question,
"Where would tise Bible have been without the Bible Society î"' It mighthave

been in cacis mission. %V miglit. have had an Episcopalian Bible ; we might
have lied a Preesbyterian Bible ; we inight have lind a Baptist Bible. But

11 - :Y RECORDER.


