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C, mliles to ail opeln andi safe spot for a camp. Big Bear lîad four
mn kilied by the explosion of a1 Slel ini a rille pit, but, as usual,
tiiere w'erc no Iifflians to be secn to firc at-onlly the siiioke fromn
tlîcir rifles. 'l'lie iîext day, Genieral Strange sent Major Steele's
nouintecorp0fs of 8o men to sec if B ig l3car wcere stili ini position,

and lie found Illt the Indians hiad rctired northwards towards the
vast forest Nv'hicli stretches liortlî, east and wecst. GenleralMide
ton, liearing of this action at 17reîchinîan's B3utte, startcd Nwith al
the îiotunted mni m availmhlc, abolit 2,30. ilicltmiig Stcle's corps,
whichi %e calught up1 ini two (Iays. to follow Big Bear. H-1e took Ile
as bis staff officcr, and onle A.D.C. \Ve tookz \ithi us only wliat we
could carry on1 0111 sa(ldles, v'w.., a blanket, liair-1)rusli, anmd water-
proof, etc., and two or tliree wagonms withî food anld supplies. Tis
-we imtenlded to transfer to packl liorses if ncc(- ,ary, our indefatigable
Colonel Bedson Iiaviimîg inîprovised the paksdde roin themn. Thle
country \Vas uisreeland I)ractic.illY unlknowiî. Wc P)a5sC-(l
tlîroulghi a simili Ilidianl reservation of Cipeaaî.of wioin Nwe
could oilly fmnd t\wO. They could. or would. tell us littie about
Big J3ear's band, but thley both agrced thlat thiere wcerc about 12
white prisonlers. On this day about 2o (of Big b)e.tr's prisonlers calie
in to Fort Pitt; tliey hiad cscapcd thîe day of Ile icfit, and Iiad beenl
w'and(ering about Freîcîma's Bumtte. Sommue of ilicir stolrics of unmmur-
ders andl outrages wcîe IicartrcnIdiiig, anid tlîey agr-e( that there
wverc soie more prisoîîcrs, iiotably thie faiilies of \IulcLe-il aind
Maimi, 1-Il(15n's Bay cniployccs. \Ve sooli founid traccs o thie lady
pri!;.omîcr-s, for at every Iii(iaii caini) we 1)assed there wcric sinlaîl
pieces of linemi tied to thie branches as sizgmis to us. Big I3ear was
cvidently iîow getting frigliteîîed, for lie g..,ot rid of îîîost of bis imi-
pe(luieiita. We foilld iîiaiy carts, clotlies, furs, pots anid palis, and(
otiier scraps littered about the trail. At the first one Nvas a large
circular bootli of railcw'liere a suii daînce liad beemu liel(l. Tfle
prinicip)al objcct of the dlance bciiig to promnlote growîi-up boys to
thîe rank of brav'es, aftcr tlîcy have showîi timeir stoicisîîî uuider vari-
ous forns of torture. On the second day wve arnived at Looîî Lakze,
50 mies îiortlî of Fort Pitt, a nîlost collîplicated jullible of forest.
Nvater and( swanip, liere called înuiskeg. As we spent several days
tiiere, I miade a rouigli survcy of it. Just as wc got iup to it wc mlet
Stcec's scouts, w'lio reported dit the previons day tlicy caine ulpoi
tie Iuîdianis strikimîg camip on the shîores of tic lake. Tlîcy said ly
killed 15 Indiaîis as tlîey were fordiîig thîe iîaîrow part of thc lake A.
buit tlîcy did îlot dare to follow.

Big, Bcar's band coîisisted of Ci-ces, wilo w'cre accustoilicd to
the openi prairie, and we bclievcd tliat mîow tilîy lîad got iîîîo couîîi-
try w'lîiclu tlîey <hid iîot kîiow at ail. Aiso. everyone said tlîat Plainî
Inidiaîîs werc quite iioîplussed il, tlhc woods, aîîd vice versa. Tli.mt
a Prairie Iîîdiamî, althiougli accustomcid to iîake alivinig oui the opemi

plaîuis. 'vudsav iii the wvoods: and this is really wl'hat camîe to
vas XWc. follotte( thue trmi I across thme ford amid rouind thle k :


